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ASLEEP,

Io summer-time how fair it showed {—

My garden by the village road,

Where fiery stalks of blossom glowed,
And roses softly biushed ;

With srure spires. and garlands white,

Fale bejivtrope, the sun's delight,

‘And oitore that perined the might
Where'er the south wind rushed,

There solemn purple pansies stood,

Gay tulije red with foral bload,

Avd wild thirgs fresh from field and wood,
Alive with dainty grace.

Deep benven-bhie bells of columblne,

The darkly m)stic paasion-vine,

Apnd clematis, thnt loves to twine,
Bedecked that bnppy place.

Benesth the strong unclonded blaze
Of lorx wrd tervent sumnier days
Their eclour sthule the passiog gate,
Ard dsgzled every aye.
Their cips of seented honev.dew
Crarmed 8l the bees that o'er them dow,
Aud butierflies of rudiant bue
Pruxed as they Saated by,

Wow fails 8 elewd of salling snow,

The bitter ainds of winter blow,

No blossem dares {15 cap to shuw—
Earth toids them in her breas? .

A shreud of white, a virgin pall.

Is alum iy, soltly, bhidieg ali:

It vain slall any sweet wind eall
To break theirsileat rest.

My ganden isa vanished dream
Dead in the naning moon’ cohd beam,
Clear icicles abuve it gleam

Aod yet—1 Xrew noet how—
My dowers will hear the ping mie
When Spring reneweth b nd plsin,
Avnd then 7 2hail be mine aguin

It is God's garden pow.

—ROsR TERRY COORY, in Harper's Wagasinr,

THE SEER.

A TALF.—BY RUDIVH TINDAT.

The fast train from Lenden to Paris, »7i
Felkestone snd Bevlegne, stops for a fow min-
ates at Verten—an urimporton? stetion whers

gereral, the evgine mersly renews it suppiy of
water, and the train procseis on iIs wav,

We were seven in the same carriaze
Gereely hot dsy fu Julv, and we bad been grum.
bling, ever since we lett Benlogue, at the parsi-
meny of the company whiche in order 10 avaid
adding a carriage, had thes crewsded us, when
suddenly, at Verton, ju-t as the triin was moev.
tpg off, the door of cur carriuge was hastily
opered, and an elgbth—and mo-t unwelenme—
fellow-traveller made his appearance.

I eccupied a cotner near the doar by whirk he

one

!
Wi

entered. On n:yv right an Ko hman was
sleeping soundly ; and in front of him was the

only vacantsest. It was fllnd with rues, um-
brellas, and other arthiles which wo had ali
thrown there. Next to this unccenpisd place,
snd opposite to me, sata young man of abont
twenty-five, as to whose pationality I had enter-
tained some doubis, untll ke drew f{rem has
pocket a cigarette.case in solid silver, §iled with
Rossian pepures.  He aslected oue of these,
sqneezed it vently  between his fingers, and
lighted it biv means of a lapg match atrached
the case. He ihen inhaled the smoke with a
deep breath, and afterwards exhald it, with
peculiar laik of enjoryment, throngh his fine and
well-cut nostril

Thi» voung Rusddan, who sore a fashionahie
travelling suit, weemed outof heaith, Hizman-
nerz were those of a gentieman. He was sery
tall and thin, and, from the nlive hiue of his cam-
plexion, he mizht have besn mistaken for s
Bpaniard or & Brazilian.,  The long, stender
fingers of his wellshaped hand seemed endowed
with strange flexibibty, and were constantiv
stroking the loug moustache which rovered his
aupper lip.  His small, regular, wellset teeth
were of dazziing whiteness.  His Hark hrown
hair waz short and very thick:; it grew low
down upon the forehead and wpon the back of
the ueck, covering the mnarrow, clongated
eranium, as with a dark tureap. The youthful
mouth, with ita full mddy lips, betrayed a ner-
vous temyerament, a kind, weak, and irresolnte
nature, and served to rerider attractive a counte-
pance which otherwise might have sppeared un-
interesting, and even, to a cerfain degree, repel-
lant. But the most atriking feature in the tace
of m7 vis-a-vis were his eyrs, whivh were round,
black, set wide apart, and of exceading bright.
pess. They were restless to an almost wearving
degree—waniering from one olject to another,
though from time to time they would be riveted
on one or othier of his f-llow-travellers with
curious pertinacity. 1 had, in my turn, been
snbjected to this strange examination, and had
been disagreeably impressed by it. It wasa
suspiciouy, disquieting, inquisitorial look, and
one felt strongly tempted to reply to it by a di-
rect question @ ““ Do you know mel  Why do
vou look at me thus? What are you seeking to
discover ¥'—This ancomfortable stare of the
young Kussian seemed the miore strange from
its being in complere eontradiction with his
otherwise polite and even courteous manners, It
was a searching look, taking no aecount of those
on whom it rested—a bold look, which | am
tempted to compase to that of a police detective
whe, being in quest of a malefactor, ix inclined
toxuspect that every new-comier is the man he
wants,

The other end of the carriage was accupied
by four Frenchmen who seemed to kuow each
other, and who discussed the topica of the day,

All—-with the exception of the Englishman,
who continued to sleep imperturbably—glanced
reproachfully at the intruder; but he seomed to
take little heed of our ill-humour. “1f you
please,”” he said sharply, pointing to the heap of
things whichencutmbered the vacant seat ; upon
which, each of us, with more or less good grace,
hastened to select the articles Whic?x belonged
to him, and stowed them away, either in the
net or under the seat.  One railway-rug, how-
ever, remnined—its owner, the bnglishwan,
being fast asleep.  The new-comer waited au in-.
stunt ; then he unceremoniousty bundled it up
amd kicked it under the seat. 1 could vot help
wondering at the free-and-easy way in which
he treated another man’s property.  The train
started at once, and then 1 examined attentively
our new fellow-traveller,

His appearance was coarse and repnlsive--the
appearance of a  rongh, low-lived man in his
Sunday olothes. His linen was rumpled and
soiled with perspiration ; his clothes amd boots
were il}-l(::\\{t‘ and covered with duat. His age
may have been about thirty, and he showed
every sign of great bodily strength. He was
short and thick-set ; bull-threated, with round,
massive shoulders, thick red hands, swollen
with the heat, and flat hard nails: muscular
wrists, and short, clumsy legs. A man with
straw-coloured hatr, cut short and brushed for.
ward on the temples, bu<hy whiskers and no
moustache ; the sunburnt comulexion of one
who has led an out-deor Hte @ a law forehsad, 2
thick nose, s wide muouth with thin tight lins,
atd g prominent jaw;  bright, sharp,* wicked
eves, which glanced stealthily and yet deflantly
arouud,  Such was the new.comer.

He was no sooner seated than he took a rapid
survey of hiz fellow.rmavellers, It was appar-
rutly satisfactory, for he pulled ont of his pocket
a large colonred check handkerchief, and breath-
ing loudiy, he wiped the maisture from his brow
1 then neticed that the first suad second fingers
of Lis right hund were bound up with fine cam-

bric, apparently a woman's pocket-handkerehivf,,

In the pali of the hand thrre was a Jarge stain
of elntted blend, These two fingers had evi-
dently received a woannd,  After a few minutes
b Joosened his dong black neck.tiv, and deew o
deep breath, dike one who has poene through
some vielent badily exercise, and 1s about toseck
tepose.  Throwing off his round black hat with
a jerk, he stret head ovt his legs, placed his two
Laneds on ks thighs, and, with his head bent
orward  and his eves staring stmight before

u, remained  apparendy plunged  dn deep
:!LO‘!_'__)A?A
The voung Ensstan bat not failad to hestow

on the ew arrival that serutinizing look with
which, a short time Y=fore, he had examined me.
This man seemed ta interest him in a peculiar
cgree ; fors whereas a single glance had suffiesd

far 1 he now turned round tewards his left-
b eighbour, aml looked at him with strmnge
fixedness, as though he sought to engrave thow:

vulear and repalsive features on his memory.

The man who was the object of this persistent
serntiny was not aware of 1t for some time ; he
was ten abeurbed in bis awn reflections to notice
what was going or around him.  BPat suddenty,
as the train slackened spead on neanng Abl.
ville, he ruiserd bia head to look out, and hiseves
met those of the Rusian,  This Iatter seemed
jinfnliy  embarrassed, whils the new.connr,
with an angry frown, and an inflamed counte-
nanes, turned upon him, and said roughly-—

“ Why are you looking atme ! Do vou knaw
me ' What de you wunt with me ¥

I conld not but consider thess questions as
quite jnstifiable ; for | had deen on the point, a
short tims before, of putting them to my oppo-
site neighhour. The tone in which he wplied,
howeaver, impressed me favouratdy.

[ beg vour pardan,” he said, in a gentle nud
depreeating voice. **Believe me, I had nointen-
tiott of apnoving veu.”

The man from Verton muttered something he-
tween his teeth.  He then got up, and with a
scarerly audible By your leave,”” leaned for-
ward between the Ruossian and myself to look
out "towards the station we were rapidly ap-
proaching.  After a moment he sat down again ;
tmt the train had scareely stopped when he
jumped out of the carriage, and with his right
lmu}] thrust into the side-pocket of his cont,
whers he seemed to be holding something, he
looked impatiently right and left. The platform
was empty. Besides a few railway officials,
there was only one gendarme, who walked slowly

sl unconcernedly along the train, lookinginto |

each carriage as he passad it. It chancad that

he lingered a little in front of ours, and I then !

distinetly saw our fellow-traveller’s hand take
a tighter hold of the unseen artiele in his pocket.
The pgendarme passed on.  When
started again, the man got in ; but he atood for
some time hetween the Russian and myself, and
ouly resumed his geat .whem we had left the
station behiml ns, and were going at full speed.

The Russian had opened a book, and tried to
assume the appearance of an unobservant reader,

but his thonghts were not with his book —and |

now and azain I saw him steal a glance at his
neighbour. Hia countenance betrayed great per-
plexity, as though he were seeking the solution
of some difficult problem. Once our eyes met,
1is Yook seemed to ask assistance fiom me, and

1o say, * Help me, if you can, to understand.”” |

I was beginning to feel rather puzzled at what

was going on around e ; so, at Amiens, finding ;
mysell near the Russian at the Butfet, § asked .

him whether he thought he recognized the tra-
veller from Verton, as he watched him so per-
severingly.

¢ No, | do not know him,”" he answeped

the tiain-

politely, and ina tone which scemed to encour-
age further conversation ; bhut the man has
something abont him which attracts me.

“Well, really,” 1 answered, sn‘uhng. 4
was not prepared for that answer.  For my part,
I must confess that his face has no attractions
for me. 1t strikes me as peeunliarly repulsive,
The man looks like an escaped conviet.”

*An ugly face, truly,—-a repulsive face,--
quite o strangs face.’’

The Ruossian, as he spoke, shuddered ner-
vouslv,

“ Will you excuse my giving you a pieer of
advice 1" T added.

YO Pray dol”

“ Well, then, ! think vou wanld do wisely not
to paxy further attvntion to yonur neighbour.
Without wishing it, vou might get embroiled in
agquarrei.  Heseoms s rough customer, and, at
any rate, is a very ill.bred mun. You must have
poticed the ride, tree-and easy manner i which
he thrast himself between you amd me to look
out of the carriage-window ; he did it at Mintens,
as well at Abbeville. 1 felt angry, but held my
tangue from prudence. With onan hke that, 1
faucy, there would be little space between o wonld
and a blow,—-amd the wden of comiug to istis
cutls with him Jd .es not tempt me.”’

From Amiens to Creil we continged to con.
verse. | found him a well-bred, agrecable com-
panton, and we soon discovered that we hud
some acquaintances in common, both in Pans
amd 10 St Petensbure. He handed me his cand,
awd, in my turn, [ told him who | was, His
uame was Count Boris Stachowiteh, and he fveld
in Paris, Avenrue Friedland.

“How small the world 57 «add my new
friend.  ** Have you noticed that no nan of a
certainn age, i he has seen something of the
worhd, van ever meet any one with whom he s
not connectsl by some antertor link ¥ Half an
hour ngo vou were n peerfect stranger to e, The
few words we have exchapged have shown e
that one of my cousins s a friemd o) veurs, and
that I was at ~schonl with one of yonre relations,
That does not sﬂl‘;lriw w0t ds oalwavs so. |
would wager that i b talked to vour neighbour
there who 1x snoring so sweetly, 1 should nnd
Cont that he and I have something in comma,
i O, what a littde worid it is ' 1 bave often wou-
dered how apyvbedy can manags o hide fu it |
!nd. not long ave, o very Interesting vonversa.
tion on that very sabject with ane af the heads
af the Seeret Poliee. He was a man of wide ex.
periencs, wha could reckon by handreds e
thieves and muonderers b had helped 2o capture,
Among other things, he told me .
are gever diseovered at all, and those who have
commitied them of conrse elinde justice :
scarcelv one eriminal out of a thousand, whaey
ance known, can long escape the grasp of the
aw.  Sooner or later, whatever siisgaise he may
have assumed, in whatever hole he mav have
taken refuge, we find him out. The triee of
blnod ts never effaced. Onee on the track, we
are pretty sure never to lose ittt The worl)

"
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Here our conversation was interrapte? «ul.
denly.  Stachowitch had been speaking lond
~nough for every word of his to be overbeard by
his aeighbour, the man from Verton,  Thes at-

i ter gotup hastily, and, asat Abbeeille and ar
i Amiens, pushed forward betwesn us ta Inok aut
Al at oure, before we couid offerany ojpositing,
he opened the door rapidly and steppned down
on the narrow ledgr which rans alony the car
P riages,

Wo looked at each other in mute surpriee.
The next instant the man had leaped ont on the
e, b leant forward, and saw him rebound
forwards, and then, with outsteetehed arme, fali
tlat upon tes face, o a fow seconds he was
hidden from view Ly the wall of a garden which
skirted the line.

The Russian had turned very pale.  The four
Frenchmen ceassd their taiking, and looked
anxionsly towards us,  The Euglishmun was
awike at Jast, aned was looking for the milway
rug the Verton man had thrast under the seat.

“ What doesitall mean ' said Stachiowiteh,

I erild only shrag my shoullers, for | could
not make it out myself. We were shon to hn en.
lightened,

We wers drawing near to Paris and the train
wasg beginning to slacken ita speed.  About a
hundred vards from the terminuy it came ta a
stand-atill,  The railway officials, who had been
waiting for us on either side of the line, jumned
ou to the train, and passing along the carriages,
waid in a loud voice, while the engine began to

| move on, " Keep your places, geotlemen, if
¢ you please."’

© A minute later we entered the station,
Cplace was emply.

The
Then fram the superinten.
i dent's office there came out two gentlemen, ful.
i lowed vy one of the higher officials of the rail-
i way~--one of them wore the ribbon of the Legion
1 of Honour,  They walked quickly up to the
} train, and stopped for a few geconds befors canh
earriage. At last they came to ours, The gentle.
{man with the red rivbon looked in, and cast n
© serutinizing glance on each of us in turn.

i ““Hasany one lett this earriage sinee Verton
P atation 1 he asked,

i Haospoke to me, as being'the nearest to him ;
! butone of the Frenchmen ent in before me, and
Prelated rapidly all he knew about the eighth
i traveller--namely, that he had joined na at
¢ Verton, and had jumped from the train before
s it reached St Denis. ¢ This gentlewan,"” he
. added, pointing to me, “can, no doubt, indi.
; cate the precise spot, for it was on hix side that
i the man—a villanons-looking fellow-—escaped,”
! The police agent-—ax we had rightly judged
| bim to be—-requested me then to doscribe the

¢
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nussing passenger. 1 was able to answer aceqr.
ately, for 1 had examined the man closely,

While 1 spoke, the agent nodded repeatedly
as in assent. -

** No doubt,” he said, when 1 had coneluded
my description, ** that is the man.
tu follow me.*’

1 gathered up wy wraps aud got dowy.
Stachowiteh  followed.  The railway  puards
ghouted, ¢ Pariy,” and while the |»lu(!‘0rtu was
filling with {l\:mwn-nu-‘rs and porters, Stachowite]
and | entered the office of the Speeial Cammizsary
of Police, The order was given for an engine
to be placed at onr disposal, and a fow minutey
Iater 1 found myself seatod in o laggage van, in
company with the police agent, his attendant -
a vigorous and apparently agile man of abont
thirty —~two gewdarmes, and lastly, the young
Russian, who bad obtatned eave to come with
us, after he had related to the agent the alterea.
tion whirh had taken place between the Vertop
stranger and himself. 1 had ﬂh‘l':\vi'\' deseribied
the spot where the man had jumped out, and
had added that T felt contident of being able 1o
point it ont exsctly.

On the way 1 bearned from the police rgent
that the Baronne de Missienx, who lived with
her daughter on a property near Boulogne. «ur.
Mer, tiad heen m\\r\‘-'ml su the previous night,
and that her conchman, Bechnuard, was strongly
sitspretead af betig the author of the erime, ’

The deseription of the wan was telegraphed
to us barely an hour o) he wlded, Camt we
would bave Laen in arrest bim on the
aretval of the teatn, 1 e hiad net thoaght 6
make o, before rewching Paris, Bat that wan'y
Cavatl bt mgueh He ean'e B Giry oand we will
soon overtake hinn Anurderer van no more be
loet tn the world, than a necdie (1 bundle of
nar, A that's wanteld, an ovither
ptience tolook for them.”

Stachiowiteh nodded to e, as el as toosay,
Yo ser, | owas prghit D the wotld dn tea smalite
hidein.”  Buttheso was e fime for further con.
versation. We had pasaed S0 Phenieg and we
were pow tevin on slowly, inorder to ive e
tune Lo point ent the sjat,

P'lease, sir,

tite to

cawe, s

SMany crigres

Sl know that house agam,' D osaid ;s und

Fihic is the carden wall, Here s the place 3 bt
; see i man iy Diere st ~he has not moved,
He is dee g 1

FooWaeall got dewn. And there, just Tevind the
[ruts, 4t on fis faee, fay the poor wretel we
Pwere serki His Bett wem was donbled heneath
P his chest, but the night arm wae stretehed ot
Prorwards, and was voversi with varty, The

cambrie handkerehite! oad eotme apdone in the
Pviofenee of the Ll wod trem the e apened
waured 13 hadd voneealedl a few drops of bloot
had imekiedd Te ’;\'v‘_i_\‘ l:i_\‘ motioniees,

The parlt e zend’s anastant, whio had been the
frst to b onl, sprany upon the prostrate
farm -17h the eagerness of 4 beodhonud on
the track,  He wtooged dowrng and taking hotd
of a shouider and w fes, with s dexterity whiehs
betrayed profesional praciice, he tarned the
h-ui}‘ Wiy uver, by The man was
deat. Cfaee waw unsnjured, A the cornera
of the mouth there was 2 slight fwan of a red.
dish tint, and a few drops of Blood which had
wushed from the nosteils stosd elatted on the
apper lip. Tue wndeoopen eves, of whieli only
the whittes, wers visihle were horrible to
S1echowiteh, who had leant sver my shonider
to loak sy the nitered a ol crv, and
fell senselons o the groumd.

Nt eq
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The marder of the Baranue de Masiteux was
ason forgatten by the general public. The judi-
cial Inqurey had establichied that the erime had
been roemmitted by Bechonand alone ; he bad
not long elnded puntshwent, and was dead.
Huuan justiee had oblained satisfaetion ; the
ease offered no partientar interest, and people
ceasesl to talk about at. Twa  persons ouly
thoaght of it often,—~Madame de Maxsicux's
yvoung Jdaughter Marie, who menrned the Jous of
a belaved mott or, and Bans Staehiowiteh, whose
hife appeated 1o bave been deeply intfluenemt by
that tragic svent,

It was Poermber, and «ix months hiad gone by
sinee 1 had made the voungy Hussian's aciquaint-
aten on the mailway, We saw a goad ‘\r:\) of
each other. W lived in the same part of the
town, hud many comiron intimates, x‘invd atthe
same resfurant and tarely spent a day without
meeting., My new {riend tnterestad me. Stach-
owiteh, on many subjects, had original, and
even wilily ecoenteis ideas s bat it was evident
that, with him there was no affectation eitherin
sprechor thaughit, 1 soon discovered many ex-
eellent qualities both of heart and mind n the
young Rusdian i he wax truthful, charitable,
generous, and singularly gentle ; he was eager
for information, and, considering his age and
position, had read and learned much., 1o was,
in the true senve of the word, amialle, 1
shoubl addd, thay | felt pity for him. Stachowitch
it waa evident, was unhappy, but [ found it im-
poasible to discover the cause of his secrat sor.
row. He never complained, sud when | ventured
to quention him discreetly, his answers were
&0 evasive, and his embarrasment so evident,
that, for fear of offending, | soon desisted from
any inquiry as to the enuse of his coustaut and
i glvomy preoccupstion. His apartinents were
splendid ;. he had carringes and hor-en, and was
teckless of expense ; evolently it was no want
af money that troubled him. Nor could his
health give him gause for anxiety. True, he
alwiys seemed languid and depressed ; but he
enjoyed an excellont appetite ; and during an
j exeutrsion we had made together, | had had op-
portunitien of aacertaining that ho was not only




