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XII.
WVAs v' u oli tSAcI'iDENT

Batoclie îeliveu'ed Pauline's letter tO Zulma
eariier thuaîulue lîsul expected. lce usd inteuudcd
to go ont to the Sarpy mansion on purpose Vo do
so, hut to lis surpr'ise sud pleasure. lie encotint-
ered litr that ver>' day lu the environs of Qtielice.
She was oui hoseback, iccompanied b>' a set-
vaut. As sooii as ahi' spied thie old soldier, she
rode tirp to hlm nauud grecteul hini lu thue wstincst
aiuige. A fewv wotds of conversationu sufficcd

to rî'vî'l the intentionu of lier journe>'. She bad
takeuu advanutage of the spleudid weather for a
jauniut acostuhe country sud had chosen the
dlirectionu of Queiuec lu orier to lesruî wliat was

"oiug oui betweu the couteuuding arnîles. Bs-
tc0iche u"uufiied hinseif to a few words about lier
fuleuuuhts ifliur the town anti excused liiseif

h'iniîuî'. uinîs t'or by produciîig the letter of
Pauliii. Zlmaseized it cageri>', broke the seal

and iti ta lu-teyc over thue uumerous sheets. She
said uotliug, but the expression of bier count-
t'mauce was that of intense amusement, except
towatds tI'e end of the resdiuug wlien it clisuged
to a look of curions gravit>'.

I shahl read it nmore leisurel>' wlen I get
home," she said o Batoche, foldimîg the missive
snd sectting itinluiber bosom, "sand Pauline
will lie suite to teceive a long auswct. For tlie
preseuit, please give lier my thanksansd teul lier
that thue tlîingts wbich she wvites nie are full of
intereat. 1It las very kiu d of lier thus to tiik of
me. Tellllher that sue la ever preseut Vo m>'
min . I am lu no danger, but she la. 1 eau
rosin about at my pleasure, while she la restrain-
cd wthin the walls. Tel lier that I arn prepar-
eti to (Io anything I eau for lier. Whatever she
lîeds sue will have fror nine, sud you wiil be
our uuesseugt'r, wili >'ou îîot, Batoclie ?"

Thle oh i mu siguified bis ready asseut.
"Il'thîcre la a uccessit>' for it, I will go to

Pauliuuc t'ven thîrongli thie barricades sud barriers.
'Whît'tvet yaîî lead, Batoclie, I will foliow. Tel
bier flua, aud now, adieu."

"Adieu?'" saiit Batoclie itiquiriuîgiy.
" Yes, I wiil returu home. 1 have liad

an agrecable ride. 1I uuigit perliaps bave advanc-
ed a littie fnrther, but now thatI1 have met >'ou,
sud received thls precions letter, I arn satiafied. "

"It la not yet late in the foreuoon," replied,
BaVoche. IlMademnoiselle miglit tarr>' sonue-
wist lonîger. I t'hink as miglit reuîdcr lier
j ounuc> stilli more agresable."

Througli thiese simple words, Zuluna was not
slowv todiscetn the uueaning of lier old frieud.
iTer chîeek rctldeuîed and lier eye got animated,
suute of the exertions shue made to 'bide ber emo-
tions.

"Some of your oid tricks of divination again,"
shie said iangling. Il Pra>, wh>' sbould I tarry
longer 21,

Batoclie met lier ardent glance witli a flashî of
intelligenice. Poiutiug to s ittlecluuiip of wood,
about a qunatter of mile to the rigbt, lie said:

49- gave hlm yonr înote, mademoiselle. H1ewas depi>' moved, H1e declarsd- lie would trea-
sure it ahli lis life. Perbaps licelias answcred
you aîready."

Zuima shook lier head slowly, but mnade ne
interruption. 9

"1He ls there, nmademoiselle, witli lis coin-
mand. Perliapa, lu a few da>'s, lie nia>' be or-
deted further forward. If lie knew that >'ou were
80 near lin and did not ses you, I arn certain
tluat hie would lie deepi>' distressed. If lie kue'w
that >'au were here, lie wouid ride ont at once to
uneet you."1

Zuirui stihi maintaimued silence, but she coul
not conceai the agitationi whiclî these words pro-
iluceti within lier.

" Mademiselle," coatinued Batoche, Ilwff
you advance with me a littie, or abalI go or
andt t Il hlmu that you are bers ?"

i& put uyseîf iii >our bauds " aaid Zuima in
a iowv voice, beîudiug aven ta the old soldier.

Batoche darted a ast glancesst lier wbicl
appeatcd ta decide huim. Ife set forth at once il
thcetitectionof the camîp, sud before ten minuteý
liad ciapsed. ('arr>' Singleton was riding in hoi
hasti' ta nucet Zulîna. H1e rersuaded lier 'ta re.
muiun a few houns imu thue camp ini the compan3
of his feliow otiers amnd it wa8 lu lier honor tha
le perforunedthelu tournaint which ws hav
du14û. riuu.'tliin thue precediug chapter. And it wa
thuos that thue>' both unexpectedy wers sesulbi
Pauline anti Hardimuge.

XIII.

British power witli tht' lefetmiîiatioui to carry
it or dii'. His troops slared uis enthîusiasnî.
The despouidency of the 1îuecediiiîg fortijighliail
melted awvay ani w'as ueplaved by ail ardor that
was proot' aiust the rigors of the season sud
the Undisg'iused dificulties of the gigautie task
w'liclî coufrouted thein. They knew that the
eyes of al tlîeiu' couitryineuu weî'e îuîon tli.
The Couigress at Pliladelplîiapuiusedi't nliits
work of legilation to listea to the' news froni
Canadat. Washîington wvas aliuost toug t te n iii
the auxiety about Moutgonut'tv. New Eiuglaiud
stood expectanît of' wouutets fî'oiuî tle gallaîîtry
of Arnold. In fut-off M~arylandl aud Virginia,
the inotbcs, wivt's ialid daughtcu-s oui the plan-
tations had nio thionglts but of thue postbay wluo
galloped down the' lanei' witli letters froin the
1ýortliwhere their loveti ones were servinug umîder
the chivaîrous Morgan. t was gemerally feit
tliem, as it is 110w wsdiuudeîstood li thie liglît
of history, tliat oui tle fate of Quebte depeudi'd,
ini gicat uieasutt', the fate of the continental
revolutioui. If tlîat strongluolîl wcte captutiti,
the Auîuî'îicauîs w'olîi lu rid of evcry enein>' froîuî
the Ndrtb, the' }'ieucl-Candttlius sud the lIn-
diamus fî'ieuudly to Franice'would be eucouraged
to jolu the cause ot iudeîîeudeuîc, wlile t ue
moral effeet iii Europe, .%,hg're Wolfe's iiuuuuortal
achievemeut was stili fresl in lual mids, woulqi
doubtiess hastemi the iuoon of intervenîtionu.

Montgomnery, wluo was altogether a superior
man, was keeni>' alive to ail these volisidera-
tiouîs, and hence wli'u lie inou'ed up froni Pointe-
aux-Trembles lic cattled with linu tht' full weiguît
of this enorinous respousibirîty. How fat lie
Mas equal to it these humble pages will briefi>'
tel] for the liuudredth time, sud tlîe writer la
îrond that lue is allowed the oppottunit>' to tel

M~ontgomery' took Up lis headquarrters at Hol-
land Hbuse and A rnold occupied Langlois House
near Scott's Bridge. Aronnd these two points
revolved the fortunes of thue Continental atm>'
during thils nuomentous mouth of December prior
to the attack on Quebec.

lt was lu the latter' building, ou the mîoriug
after the arrivai of the atm>', that Morgamn, who,
as we have stated, lîad preceded the maimn body
b>' five days, sud occupied the principal roads
Ieadiuitt to the beleagnered town, received from
Artiihe c om-maid to occupy the suburli of
St. Rochi, sud establishu lis lîeadquarters lu a
large edifice kuown as tue Imtcuîdaut's Palace.
This historical pile was perlisps tlîe most niaguul-
ficent monîument in the Province. It was built
as cari>' as 1684, h>' orders of tue Frenuch King,
undeî- the admuinistr'ationu of Intendant De
Meues, lIn 1712, it wii5 consumed b>' fire,
wheu occupied by Intendant Begon, but was
reconstructed b>' ordems frouuî Versailles. During
the last cleven years of Frechl domîination, from
1748 to 1750, it becaîuîe famous tlirough the
orgies anîd bacclualiani scadals of Intendant
Bigot, the Sardatiapalus of New Franuce, wiîose

exploits" f aiantry sud canvivialit>' would
have formedafitting theme fot a romanuce from.
the peu of thue eider Dunias. After the Con-
qucat, the Britishi had aliuost cutirci>' neglected
it, as the>' heid their officiai offices eutirely
witbiu ftic towu. At tlîe turne of the siege,
therefore, the edifice wasslu a deserted sud .saine-
what delapidated condition, but its large dimen-
sionus afforded sheiter to a considerahie number
of Anîcricaus, anud its advantageotîs localit>' sug-

Sgested to Monîtgomeîry thc ides of' making it the
beadq nattera of lis slîarpsiîooters. Morgan was
lu consequence otdered to place tliere a picked
detacliment of rifleiuucu. This lue put under
the command of Singleton wbo înoved thither
a couple of days aftcr lus interview witli
Zulinai. From tue ligli cupoilî of tlîe Iutcîîdauît's
Palace, lue kept up a regular *fiu'e ciithe ex-

-posed points of the garrison. 'flic seutries aioug
the wails were picked off, one after suiother

1wheruever a recounoiteriuig part>' appeated above
Ithe stockaîies, the>' wete at once diven uîîdeî'

cover, and even the workers of the barbette guns

htara were poiuîted on tue towuu from tue environs
a of the Palace, tlîe sharp fusillade wlih accom-
ý8 pallied tlueîn froni the embrasures of tue cupola,

>t produced thue livelieat &îmmotiouu withiin the
walla, causiîug the alarm blch to souuid sud

-sendiug battalion upan battalion -of îniiitiii tc
y' the rescue. The Americana werc ver>' mucclin
't couraged b>' thia igu of aucceas, iuuugining tuai
,e the>' lad discovered a strong trategic point.
'0 The Britishu were proportionatel>' vexed, andi
'y Carleton deterîuined ou gîttingrid of thue anîmo>'

an ce. For that purpose, lic buougit a battery
of nimue pounders to bear upon the building.
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ring wood.-work, unh ingin g shutters and plough-
ng the floors. The old walls of the town were
hrouded in elonds of white smoke. The Palace
ppeared like a ring of fire froni the ted barrels
dthe rifl-men. At length, one of the British
nilitia officers stepped forward sud pointed a
ine-pouniler dlirect on the cupola.
Cary spied the mnovement and exclaimied

'Th IR is our iast chance. Fire !
Loud and clear boomed the roar of that fatal

-nnon shot arnid the eattle of musketry. T. ere
'as a crash, a shivering of timbers, and then a
ieavy fail. When the amoke cleared away, the
ute;idant's Palace was a heap of ruins. The
-pola bad entirelv disappeared. Wotinded
neîî erept out of the debris as well as they
-ould, sonie liïnping, some holNng up a broken
tr, others bandaging their dimged scalps,
ut ail trailing their muskèts. Cary Singleton
'as borne away by two of bis men badly hurt in
oth legs. The British offleer who liad aimed
ie victorions shot stood towering on the walls
irveying bis achievement. It vas Roderick
[ardinge.

"Well done, Captaini," said Caldwell, (oi
îander of the militia regiment to wnhieh Roder-
ck belonged, and who liad entrusted bis young
'rieud ivitl the destruction of thie Palace.
"That is a good work. 1 have watcbed it tromn
-e bastion yonder and corne to congratulate
ou. 1 aliili recoinmend you for imuniiediate
romotion. "
And so lie did. Before that day had ended

Roderick Hardinge Ns'as breveted a Major. He
'as oveijoyed ani after receiving the congratu-
ations of bis friendIs, lie linrried off to tell
'animne of bis good fortune. Her father wvas out

f the bouse and si' . 'as quite alone. When
die opened the door to Hardinge, lier eyes wvere
rd with wceping, and she bldI( a bit of written
palier iin lier biand. There is no iieed to describe
lue nieeting. Siflice it to say thiatthie notelbad
rformed lier of ('auy Sitigletoni's faîl.

xIV.
LITTLE BLANCHuE.

Zulma had iiot forgotten lier promise to ail abont net granuîiather,an Mu erd
Batoche concerning little Blanche. The last curions details concerning a chatacter wbich she

time she Iiad met the old man, the subjeet w-as iutensely admired notwithstanding the mystery

mnooted and the answer she received was that which was set like a seal upon it-a mystery

possibly within a few days lie would have occa- which Blanche's unconscious revelations tender-

sion to demand lier good services in fayot of bis ed only deeper and more provokiuîglv interest-

granddaugliter. An unforeseen circumstance îung. She spoke to the child, too, of lier god-

hastened their meeting. Sieur Sarpy havn mother, Pauliine, and it was a deiiglit to learn

learned that an intimate ftiend of bis, living a from those truthfül lips how mucli more love-

the village of Chariesbourg, wvas very ill and able het deat ftiend was thani she had ever sus-

particularly desired to sec him, proposed to pcctcd. Zulma felt that lier visit was more

Zuima that shie sliould accompany hM on the than repaid by the insighit shie thus gained into

visit. Thete was no risk attending the jolîtuey, the cliaracters of Pauliue and Batoche.

as althougli Chatiesbonrg lay not very fat frorn Then shie broaehed higber thlngs. Suie spoke

Qnebec, to the uorth-east and in the environs of Of God and religion. The untutorcd child

Montmotenci, it was ont of the beat of the be- of the forest rose witlh the occasion. There was

sieging forces, and could be reached by a circui- nothing conventional ln ber mind or words ou

tous toute free froni all interruptionîs. The these topica-as how could there lie under

promise of immuuity had no effect upon Zulina the wayward teaching of Batoche? But ber ini-

%vho knew that she liad nothing whatever to tuitions were crystal clear. There were no

fear, but sh e iacepted the offer eagerly through breaks, no obscurations in lier spiritual -vision.

the motive of beiuug near lier agcd father, aund It was evideut that she had studied and coin-

becanse the exciteunent of travel was a poi muned direct withi nature aud that lier soul hiad

tive relief iin lier theu state of inuid. The grown lu literal contact witli the wiuds and the

jouruiey was acconiplishied snccessfully and with- flowers, the trees and the water courses, anud tlhe

ont incidenît. The weather was favorable aid Pure untrammnelled elements of God:
the winter roads excellenit. Sieur Sarpy flndiug She knelt before the lap of Zulnîa and recited

bis friend very iii iudeed, decided upon re- 'alI the prayers she kuew-the formulas which

maiuing two our three days at bis bedside. The the priest and Pauline had taîmght lier, aud the

first day Zulma kept 1dmi company, but the se- ejaculatiouîs which as had tatuglit herself to say,

coud, haviug learned upon inuiry that Ba- lu the briglit moruiug, in the dark evening, li

toche's cabin was îîot a great distance away, she the sileut days of eace, lu the crash of the

feit an itresistible desire to drive over and visit tempest, or wheu hier little lieart ached fronk

littie Blanche. 11cr father did not thiuk it wbatevet cause as s passed froîn iufancy to

worth his while to interpose aiuy objections, adolescence. The contrast between the styles of

altliongli le reully did flot fancy tlîe projeet. these prayers impressed Zulîîa very strougly.

Strange to say, bis sick friend favored it. Smil- The former were sucli as she herself'kuiew, coini-

ing languidly, hie said lu a whisper : plete, approptiate aud patlietie lu their very

" Let yonr dauglîtergo She may lie able to pliraseology. The latter were fragmeatary, rude

do some good. Batocie, is a wonderful man. and sometimes iucongruous in syntax, but tliey

'We all like hlm, liowever littie we can make spoke the poetry of the lieart, and their

him ont. 1 amn told that bis granddauighter is yearuiug fervor and indubiety made Zulma

a ver> aligular child. Let Zulma go." uuderstauud, as she listened to tlîem tuirougli lier

She weîît accoiunauied only 'by lier owuî tests, lîow it is that wayside statues of stône,
servant.'- Sle wonîâ accept no otîuer escott. and woodeuî figures of the Madoumua ln lofty
When sic debouched fronu the Charlesbourg uniches, are said to hear and auswer b>' visible

road into the broad higluway leading from Que- tokens the prayers of the illiterate, the unfor-
bec tlirongh Beauport to Moutmorénci and tunate sud the voot.
ouwards, slue heard the sulliem roar of cannonî (To be continucdr.>
aud the uîuffled roll of mnsketry lu fronît of the ___

town. She etopped a muoment to listen, reunark- E R LCUT .
ing to lier conipaniomi that the flring was brisket E EArUTR
thaîî usual. But alue was not fntthet imprcased General George A. Custer, was a native of

3sud soon drove on. The directions sue had Ohio. He raduated at West Point in 1861,
received wcre so precise that no dificulty was wvitl the graJe of Second Lieutenant of Cavaîr>'.
expSeiiced lu finding the route to the cabin. H1e was attached to the Army of the Potomac,
The littie pathl eadixïg to At fronu the main road and distinguished lîlnself at Williamsbiirg iin

was ubeaten either by trace of cariole or web of the Peuinsular csapaiga, for w1ficli le ias
snow-shoe, but her liorse broke througb i t casil>y made a First Lieutenant. Proumotion now came

emuogli andîîuled pil front of t'l but ai- to him rapidi>', as a reward for gallant. services.

nuost before it w&s seen. It was uearly indis- 11e was soon made Captain, and displayed so
tinguishable, bciug white as the elemeut b>' mucli abilit>' while actinîg as a brigade coin-
which it was surrouaded, and sulent as the soli- mander of înouîîted cavair>' that li 1863 lie was

b tude sluid which it stood. The fainteat thrcad appointed a Brigadier- General of Voluntecrs.
of white smoke rose fromn the clîlmue>'. Not a General Custer participated ln man>' important

J sonnd lu the environus could be heard save the engagements, and wonî great honor for dash and
,_ duil mouin of the water-fall. Zulma stepped 4alantry during the terrible cainpaign lu the
ylighl> ont of the sleigh, trlpped up to the door Wilderuîess and lu Sheridan's brlliant opeiltions

ad rappedgeutîy. N~o amswer. Slie rapped lu the Shenaudoali Valley, for which lie received
a littîc louder. Stili no answer. Suie applied the commission of Major-Gencral of Volunteers.
lier car to the smail awurture of the lateli. Not He participated witli distinguised ability lu the

ea breath was audible. Gettiîîg juat a littie grnd movemeuts which decided the fate of

Il cxcited, not througli fear, but through the I ee's atm>' aud of the rebellion lu 1865, and was

uuystcry of adventuurc, she drew off lier glove breveted Colonel aud Brigadier-General lu the

.e sud inocked vigorousi>'. The door opeued regulat arm> for lus eminent services. Since
y wide anîd uoiselessly on its linges, anid across it the close of the war General Custer lias been

d stood a mite of a girl,. dressetî lu white woollen. chiefly engaged in the Iîîdiau country. At the

r.For a moment Z'l nia did not stir. She could timie of bis destli lice vWs acting simpiy as coin-
i ot. The strsuîgtiiîcss of that chilî's faie, its weird mîanudeur of bis îegimnut, tlîe Seventh Cavalry.

beauty, the singular light ini the wide-open eyes
arrested ber footsteps and alinost the beatiug of
lier heart. And near the chld was a linge
black cat, witb stiff tail, bristling fut and glar-
ing green eye, not hostile exactly, but sharply
observant and expectant.

"lBlanche," said Zulm., at lengtb ini a voice
whose musical softness was as that of a niotbe's
appeal. II Bont jour, Blanche. Von do utot
know une. My naine is Zulma Sarpy."

There wvas no fear in the clîild's face from the
first. Now ail doubt and liesitation disappeared
from it. She did not sinile, but a beantiful
serenity spread over it. She joined bier tw-o
littie thin bands together, open palmi to palin,
and instead of apptoaching, retreated a qtep or
two as if to make wav for bier visitot. Zuluna
entered and closed the >l1oor.

I have couic to see yon, Blanche. Vour
grandfatbcr lbas spoketi to me of you and 1 want
to do sometbing f or you."

The cbild answered brighitly that bier grand-
father had indeed nentioned muademnoiselle
Sarpy's naine an ( told lier how good she liad bee n
to hini anîd low she had proinised to lue lier frieîd.
Bofli Zuima and Blanchie being now perfectly
at case, ont old acquaintance Velours testified
lus satisfaction at this issue of affairs by curving
biti Iéng 'back and rubbing limself against the
hemn of Zulma's eloak. Blanche gave ber vîsitor
a seat, helped lier to take off lier furs and soon
the two wete engaged in earneat discourse.
Zulmia looked aronnd the rooni and noved
about to examine the many articles of its quaint
furniture. This afforded lier the oppottuuity of
asking miany questions to ail of which Blanchie
teturned t lie ni ost in telligent a iswets. lndeed,
the chibi gave proofs of vety remarkîtble in tel-
ligence. There was patent iii lier a wisdom fat
beyond ber years. It was something diffetent
fron tbe usual precocity, because the range of
lier information was limited eniotigb, and there
was stufficienit sinmpiicity in ber discourse to
eliminate that feeling of anxiety anîd pain whiclu
we always experience in the presence of abiiot-
mally develo1 îed children. Zulma miade lier tell


