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rond, and instinct anI hope whispered
to him it was Mr. Moldon, waiting the
result of his visit to Mr. Gitrard D'Al-
ton ; and Mr. Me0idon it was.

Th very sight of so true a friend, andl
such an nexpectcd help, gave Paddy
1:ayes, for the moment, reewed
strength, mnd in a few rapid strides ho
had reached Mr. Meldon, almost nnob-
served. So deep wv'ere that gentlerman
meditations, as ho lay back in the seat
of is well appointet phaoton, leavinrg
the reins looe to "-Rois," who-entor.
ing, it scemed, into his master's humno
-strolled leisurely along, a nd sn itied
at the you ng groen enadows, now
breathing ont only the richnoss of the
midsnmmer night. The horse pricked
his cars and gave a promonitory shako;
and Mr. Meldon, aroused hy the noise,
turned bis head te wherc Paddy stoodl
staht stif and silont-a gri sIad-
ow in the silvery light

"l Wel ?" ho sai, after a slight pauSo
druring which ie waited with much anx-
iety for a word frorn Pnddy.

Gods wl1 bI oione, sir, answored
the poor man ; "'tis al over fonr i.
THewould nt listen to any tmg-prayor
or promise-M e. Mcldon. Nostg but

the rint or the bailiff' he said. Sure
'twas only yestorday, ould Nelly toîld
me, he narned thi ce or flour more. What
could I expect ?"

" Ay, what indeced," replied Mr. Mol-
Ion; and his voice was a crions mning

ling of so- row and bitternress. " Vhatl
indceod 1" ie repeated more softly. " Aft-
er al], Paddy, it was well you wereo
semeway prepared. Cone, my poor
fellow, botter luck next time. Jump in,
or 'Rois' will lose all patienc, and take
the law and the rond into his own dlis-
crotin."

Mr. Meldon spoko lightly and even
laughled, as if to dispel the tension of his
own theoghts, or diver, sMowhat the
griot of his conpnion; but ho was
startled ont ot bis assunledc cormposureo
very suddenly.

Good God I' he exlaied, as ho savW
the poor man raise his hand to his
throat, as though trying to tear awny
some obstacle which scemed toprovent
his speaking. Tien, after swaying for
a moment te and fro, he throw up his
arms wildly above his hied; and wiith a

dull h eavy thid he fell a lifeless hap
nupon the narrow mon rtain way.

An instant, and Mr. Meldon was
krrceling once more by his sido, snp-
porting the poor grey head rrpor iris
breast, evenr with a son's tenderness.
l3rut this tirne the silver flask vas pro-
duced in vain, and the needfnl stimu-
lrrt could not pass through tie irnmly-
elenclred teeth. A slight ·o1a gathered
rrpon the dry lips, and the limbs qrriv-
oied once or twice, only to contract
again more rigidly. Mr. Moildon put
erre hand over the lrerr. It boat-a nd
there rnight be hope. It hrng oni a moere
tlhrad, lowever. Mnlry days of crurel
hulnger hiad wecakened that once power-
fr Iram o, ard the lIst few hours e fi ery
ordeal anId erurshing disaster had coi-
ploted the wreck.

'iToo late ' moaed Mr. Moldon, as,
not without painful eflor't, ire raised the
stiff, insensibie for or to the sort crrsh-
.orns of his phreton " Too late 1' he rnr-
rumred, as driving rapidly on, he reached
the silent home of the Haycses, in tie
chill grey of the dawn, and, entori n g
softly in, laid down his burden on the
little settle in the kitchen, and drovo
away-uriosy this time-to bring
priest and doctor and all nedfur help,
as he tharrked God fbr the impulse that
had brrdl hirr wait the return of o'paddy
lHayes; but ie, iore Often, ani very
sad ly, repeated tie answer to sorme hid-
doen tholugit, "Too late, too lato P'
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MR. M ELDON drove along rapidly, fir'st
in the direction of Father Aylrner's, as
the one of all others rmost necessary in
tie dire extremity in which ie had loft
the murch-tried Paddy Hayes. He saw,
ri an angle of the road, straigrt in his
way, a very singular figure, just at a
point whcre the bright rays of the ris-
ing sun at ence heiglhtced and magni-
lied its original sufficiently startling of-
foet. Mr. Moldon was in the hollow,
and consequently in the dim, grey shad-
ows, while the apparition, which had
so suddenly attracted his attention,
stood on the topmiost curve of a rapidly


