its foundations, A desolate sense of helplessness
¢ate over our herione as she felt herself a speck

¢tween ocean and sky, abundoned to all this
.fﬂ‘emcnlal fury, a thousand miles from solid land,

he
Swel
cept

dies of mist und spray; and, at the bows of the
ship, too, that dashed out white clouds of fuam far

efo

er sails, she bounded madly along. The spars
Were alive with men reefing tupsails, The gale
lncreased,
.“ Lower away men?” roared the officer, through
. bl§ trumpet; “Jower away every thing.” And
8ail after sail was token in, till with the excep-

“

€ water, the brave ship soun orly presented o
Skeleton of ‘naked spavs, to do battle with the
Nast, Tl;e gale still increa.sing, she threw up

Imm,

dl'enching every thing on deck, and Susan was
Obligeq again to go below. An enormous billow
Swep; buckwards as far as the companion, and
ed the cabin with water, Even the spaniel,
for the irst time, as they all declared, she had

evep

1oPtain was in the spirit room distributing with
:‘: OWn hand an extra allowance of grog to the
n,

The first officer quickly followed him,

o v

h.SWamp a whale,”
to * Never mind; carry on vet,—too fine a wind
o

With
&

L
.

&nd ¢, y
lo?edentpassengerx. who ha

in

Wi 2 few moments the officer again returned,

fro
Yon

ho:-l:-h
e

‘Vnrdus itis technically called, and driving backe
‘(I
:;le ® he returned,—¢ rather too long delayed in

Y

itj,S

be)

« f‘lmore rum to keep up the spirits of his men;

.e.‘ucnu't lay her; I never saw such a hell of a

e

ottt them, and went to bed.
The 1 o

hmf'e", and had few thoughts of bed or slumber
d'u‘) -]

h&ertl}.g that awful night. They remained alj
lz"&wd with the heavings of the vessel] as she
'\"e 2 log on the sway of the tumultuous bil-

- SOME PASSAGES IN THE LIFE OF SuSa

water was comparatively smooth, (for the
I had not yet arisen,) and black as night, ex-
where the fierce wing lashed it up into

re her into the darkness, as, Yyet uneased of

of one or two left to steady her way through

€nse quantities of water over her bows,

entered it, rushed into the cabin, trembling
howling to seek the protection of man, The

temendous sea running, Sir; heavy enough

Se,—making eleven knots I'll warrant her,

all your trough of a sea” .

Sho can’t beur it, Sir,” said the officer,

he must bear it .

¢ officer stood hesitating at the doorway,
ﬁ crowded round,

the captain with imPloring eyes.
Ye, carry on, carry on!” said he, distribut.

ollow on deck Ppresently,

he water makes a clean sweep over her
slem to stern, and if she dor't lie to soon,

3¢ eaptain now went on deck. Soon the
W thunder of water breaking over the decks
» and it was understood that she was “]ajd

8 With the sea.
1 this lies our only safety,” said the captain,

Tesent instance; but we dre now perfectly
an comfortable, and you, ladies, as safe gy
Your drawing-rooms in Britain;” so saying,

udies, however, were not to b(?so res
3

®F in the cabin, where they were rocked

i, o the great peril of their life and limbs,
tnking of nothing save the dread of perish .
to their great joy a faint streak of morn-

discernibie in the east,
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&n appearance as if the fury of the storm were yet

unspent.  Orders were given
put sail on the ship, and that

notwithstanding, to
she was to proceed

on her course. This being done, the officer
came into the eabin where the ladies were, to
louk at the barometer, Tt wag down very far—

Bever scarcely, had he seen jg

80 low,

“ Very low, very low,” sajd he despondingly,

“ why it has fullen four degrees in the last fifteen

minutes. And there j¢ ﬁixes—down—down. Why
"

I can octually see it f,

L At the sameo mt)?enlt’, the cabin, which had
een brightened with the grey morning, grew '
black as night—q clap like thunder teeme%nto
strike the ssl(x‘?; she reeled over on her side, the

Fiwhing ceq:
ul motionlessness, she seeme:

and for a moment, with'a fright-

d staggering under

some oppressive weight that was on the point of
overbalancing her strength to destroy her, Then

a crash as of a falling mast, a

nd rending cord,
f mnsk‘e‘&:

and sails, like the rattle of ten thousan
over their heads, quenching every other sound in

its horrid din;

“ Gone! gone!” shrieked 8ome one, while Susan
Anstey, with the other passengers, rushed into
the middle of the cabin. In sooth it was an

awful moment; with apparen

tly, inevitable death

befure them—and none the less awful, that pro-
bubly they exaggerated their situation--and such

o death! "1In the full enjoyme

nt of youth, health,

und life, to pass into this hideous grave—to be

lost from the earth in the un

discovered paths of

wide ocean—and g weight like the whole unjverse

on their hearts uf, no hopel no bope! This lasted

but five winutes, but it seemed to Susan, in the

after exhaustion in which she found herself, as if

an age of suﬁ'ering htll,d Jmssed over her, One of
o ha

the passengers w

but no immediate danger, as,
hnrricnne.hnd subsided ns qui

been on the deck, here
came below, and reported the foremast e,
canvass in shreds, and the vessel much duaim

led,
strange to say, the
ckly as it came,

It was gne of those tremendous “black squalls,”

as if all the blasts of heave

n had concentrated

themselves into one dark receptacle overhead, for

the purpose of pouring their
upon some one devoted spot.

hurricane cataract

“Our foremust and canvass have left us for
Englard, with a fair wind behind them,” gaid
the captain, as he cheerily entered the cabin j .

“but it was ceru\inly a dread

ful blast, and more

than I have seen during the twenty years of my
seamanship—hed it Jasted five minutes more, T
would nut have warranted g spar of her remain-

ing.”

In a short time, strange to say, the weather
became cowparatively tranquil, and the passen-

gers laughed and talked us if
a few hours before on the thre

they had not been
shn?d of death, and
frightful emotious

which the near approach of the dread enemy

never fuils to excite. Such
fluences of a sea life, making

are the strange in.
the spirit of man

searcely less variable than the element on which

he dwells.

They had now passed the region of storms,
and a few days of fuir weather sucwcd_inﬁ. in
the

which they partiully repaired

the dnmnges 0

AN A e e o .




