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Tho question of a new music hall, sufti-
ciontly large tomeot the growing requiro-
ments of the city, is now agitating the
public mind. The near approach of the
Semi-Centonnial celobvation has, perhaps,
moro than anything eclse, brough the
matter prominently befors tho publie ;
and tho question, where to put the chorus
—to say nothing of tho public—is one
that under present circumstances is not
easily answered. The general opinion
scoms to be in favor of so altering the
present  Horticultural Pavilion, as to
ronder it suitable for the purpose. The
site i8 a good one—somewhat too far cast,
perhaps, considering the rapid growth of
the city westward—about as good asite as
vould be got. The proposal to incorporate
the proposed music hall in the new civie
buildings is not feasible. It would necessi-
tato the hall being on the second floor—a
fatal objection, when the danger from fire,
pani¢, or other sudden excitement s con-
sidercd. The proposal to raigh funds at
the public expense is not feasible, for the
simplo reason that proprictors of existing
theatres and halls would have a well-
grounded complaint agamst such  use of
public funds to create competition with
them. The most feamblo suggestion s,
pothaps, the formation of a jomnt stock
company composed of the Horticultural
Socioty and pnivatoe citizens. The present
Pavilion, 1t is said, yields a profit of 123
por cent., and the proposed hall would
certainly yield as much, if not moro. But
however, wherever, and whenever the
proposed building is crected, it will have to
be large enough to meet the requirements
not only of the present population, but of
that largely increased population which
may naturally be looked for in the course
of the next quarter of a century or less,

- It is, unfortunately, too late now to ex-

pect anything Jarger than tho present pa-
vilion for the coming celebration, unless
indeed, Mr. Schuch’s suggestion be ad-
opted, that the rear of the pavilion be torn
out, disclosing the chimney, around which
the organ could be crected, and that the
ticrs of chorus scats be extended back
at the sides of the urgan for a space ot eay
fifteen to twenty feet over the grounds of
the Collegiate Imstitute, with the new
wall butlt over its top m a curvo to meet
the present cornice of the pavilivn, thus
making a sounding buard which walt carry
the tone into tho hall. This, huwever,
would be amercly temporary makeshift,
Tho proposed new Luilding must bo speci-
ally designed with a view to tho purposes
to whichitisto be put. Tho subject is
now being so vigorously agitated that wo
trust cro long mattera will take a tangible
shape, and a mnusic hal. bo erected inevery
way worthy of tho Queen City of tho
Wost.

TORONTO, ONT., MA

TT——

fully divided. The theories of tho party
organs hero, that tho wholo thing was a
plot by tho leading men of ono or
otherof the pulitical parties is sinply an
insult to tho intelhgenco of tho peoplo.
Probably the writers themeselves did not
behiovo any such nunsense, and probably
they did not expect any intelligont reader
to believe thom, oither.  Was tho whole
tlung anmeffectual attempt of sumo dy-
ustnte Fouians to actually destny cur
Provincial buildings and murder tho in.
mates in the rums, or was it an attempt
of sume Fenians to merely rouse up a
httle moro interest in connection with
their work by a pretenco, so as to hurry
up the money gathering business ; ur was
iwall a practical joko by svme one elko
who had nothing better to do? Time
may roveal the mystery, but at the time
of thus writing there is about as much
reason for entertaining ono theory as an-
other. It isa weli-kz wn fact that sev-
cral similar attempts have been mado to
destroy public buildings elsowhere, and
there are, doubtless, men wicked enough
and foolish enough to make simila: dia-
bolical attempts hero. 1t is singular that
in almost every instance these plots havo
been found out and frustrated beforo
much, or any, real harm was dono.  Has
it been because tho hand of Providenco
has interfered to prevent innocent men
from suffering in order to satisfy such
diabolical desires, or havo the hearts of
the criminals failed them at tho last? It
is certaialy humiliating to our common
humanity to know that we havo follow-
beings on the face of tho earth who de-
light in such fiendish work. Jtis anun-
comfortable feeling that we have reason
to suspect some such base creatures may
he prowling about in our very midst, and
that woare being constantly besct with
dangers because of them.  The Govern-
mont have done well to offer a large re-
ward for the apprehension of any one im-
plicated in any suchaitempt. No stono
should be left unturned to bring tho
whole matter to light.
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The much agitated Lottery Bill was de-
feated in the Quebee Legislative Counal
by a tie voto last wech. There was much
discussion aver tho whole subject, and as
the friends of both sides were working as
hard as pussiblo a great deal of interest
was felt in the result.  Had tho measure
passed the Council it would havo beesmo
law, and lotterics of a gigantic chamcter
would have been legalized in thoe neigh-
buuring Province for the noxt fifty years,
It scoms alimoat incredible that leading
dignitaries v the Roman Catholic Church
in Quchee should bo found as the active
promoters of a measure of this nature.

This one act of tho Legislativo Council
will do a goond deal to disarm tho oppo-
sitton now urged against it as a uscless
body. Tho escapo was certainly a narrow

What can possiuy bo tho meaning of jones and under the circumstances the cf-

tho *"Dynaaute Dot

at tho Parhament  f+rt will, o doubt, be renowed. but the

Buudings last week 7 Opanien 13 wonder- ovil is at lcaat postpened for & scason.

m— e - —_— - —

Y 10, 18sf.

Lot us hupo it is furall time.  Thore can
bono doubt whatover that the establish.
mont of lotterios tends vory greatly to in-
creaso tho spirit of gambling, already
much too provalent everywheore.

Truti has recoived svveral letters und
criticiams in regard to its oxpressed viow
of the part taken by Dr. Dowling and
the other members of the Logislature in
cunnection with tho “Curspiracy caso.”
Trurn was then of epinion that these
gontlemon were not guilty of a moral
wrong, nor was their honor tarnished in
the transaction ; thoy acted the part of
detectives, which is often & nocessary
thing to do in tho admimstration ot jus-
tico.  Nothing has suco transpired 1w
cunnectiun with the casv to change that
upinion, so far as the writor is concerned.
A very able correspundent in tho last is-
suo of The Week writes very rationally on
tho question.  In his argument ho says
of thoso who take it for granted that the
M. P. P.’s in accepting, under tho cir-
cumstancos, the momoy they did, lest
their honor and wore corrupted and do-
bauched . *“If a man from the standpoint
of morals may steal without taking an-

other wman's property, may ho mnot
bribo without taking anothor man's
honor? If the morals of the

case lio in tho intent, it follows that the
motives of one depend upon the mutives
of another ; that, in this particular, the
one caunot have an evil purpose unless
tho other has too.  This would be a new
doctrine and hard to bolievo.”

In this “Bribery case"” wero theso men
“corrupted” or *‘dsbauched #*  On tho
grounds that their testimony is truthful,
it is difficult to see how such a chargo can
bo sustained. As TreTis dealing with
the morals of tho questinn 1t 18 com-
pelled to consider their acts in the hght
of their intentions.  They acted no trai-
tor's part ; they did not sell their coune
try, nor their party, nor themsclves;
thoy had no thought of duing so.  They
had no personal interest in the bnmbery
funds that camoute their hands, 1t was
1o gecret trausaction on thar side.  They
stood n the hight, i full view of those
against whom they were plotting,  They
had tho certainty in their own mnds that
thoir act would soon be known to »°. the
world.  There was with them the entiro
absence of all tho conditiona which govern
the act of Linbery.

hie), it cantiut be that of being bnbed.

It must bo confessed that they pre-
tended to bo bribed, and how far they
wero Justificd 1n tlhis s a question upon

opinton will exist.
many cases in which misleading 1a an eox-

cellent and proper thing to deo, and whero
tho datection of tho coumo 18 the object

which, no doubt, a great difference of i
Al pretences are not anterestes an tha alkwe compention aro
necessanily sinful ; one can ~oncewve of | requested te read carefully the anncunco
“ment an the Pulbishor s Dosatment of
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mon  feching  overywhere  that  such
mothods of procedure ure quite frequent

ly perfeetly safo. . . When clever
masleading devices culinate m the cap

ture of o knave, men bestow their uu-
measured applause, with the feohng that
the moral sense of the conumunity 18 with

them."

Well meaning mon will alwaya Qiffer 1n
cphion i fogant tothe auethiods used in
connection with thus depluralide case  Of
course the parties interested o the do-
feuce aro disgusted  thit any one 1 Can
ada should be found bage and unmural
cuough to reaort to any auch stratagems
of detection, and many of thar fricnds
entertain a sinnlar opinion, but why any
upmien of that hind should beeue o al
general, when the whole case is well un
derstoud, is duflicult o imagine,

“Arbour days™ have becane popualar in
some of the cities in the Uited States,
and an attempt 13 bemy made to popular-
1zo them m Canada.  The wdea 18 an ex-
cellent ono,  To dovote one holuday cach
spring to the healthful recreation of troo
planting, would do a great deal for pon
tenty, anda good deal to mahe thuges
moro beautiful and more pleasant m our
ewn time. Planting a few thnity trees,
and givng them, for a time, somo need
ful care, does nut requuire much work  ane.
deed 1t should bo a pleasure, tstoad of
work at all —and a thing of beauty, and
often of utility tuo, remuns for ycarand
years after to add to our own pleasures
and to bless our memories.  Innost parts
of our own country, tou hittlo attention
has yot been given to ornamentatvon,
the way of tree planting, The ety of
Brautford had an *‘arbour day ' last week
and reparts from there state that at prov,
ed a “perfect fizzlo.”  Nut o place of busi
neas was closed, and scareely a tree was
pianted.  Tho fact does aot speak much
for the tasto and spint of the peoplo of
that fino city. Monday, 12th inat., has
heen selected as arbour day for the whole
Province of Quebee, and a laudable at.
tempt is heing made to mfuse a spint of
naaenal enthunnsn intoat, ‘P sin-
cerely hapes it may  prave o success
Faniliea would do well to cclebmte an
active arbour day cach  year, whother
conununitics will de a0 or not

A il was intruduced n the Honse of

And whatever may j Lommons vecently, legally licenaing Crem-
have been their offence, uf offenco there | atories in Great I ain, but it was ro
'JL‘Clcﬂ last wech.

The fricuds of the uew
movewent will keep en ther agitation
however, aud wmay bo successful m the
end,

I
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chango of questiona atd extetsiea of Lo
¥

frem May 27 to Jutie 16, and govern then.

(oxplain st as wo will), thuro is a com- | sclves accurdingly.




