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silindgters and Glwrches,
wx find the following in the Embro
Planet of last week : * Wo wore favoured on
sonday with & eall from enr old and highly
yespooted friend, Rev. D. MoKonzle, of
Ingersoll, who, accompauied by bis family,
has been stopping in the neighbourhced
for the past few days in order to attend the
aeramentnl eervices in Knox Chureh.
His mavy friends in Oxford and elsewhero
will be pleaged to learn that he s looking
hearty snd enjoying good health.”

Ox Sabbath, the 26th ultimo, the anni-
yexeary services in connection with the
Presbyterlan  Oharoh in  Dresden fuuk
place, and three £ermons woro proached
by the Rev. Professor MoLaren, of Knox
College, Toronto, at the homrs of 10.80
pm., Band 7 o'clecck pura., respeotively.
His texts were, morning, Matthow Oth
chap. snd 10th, 20th, and 21st verses ; aftor-
goon, Acta [0th ohnp, and 14th and 15th
yorges, and alro 25th verse to Blst verse,
in which hio oontrasted the disposition of
Lydia with that of tho gaoler, showing
{bat the Spirit of God worked upon differ.
ent pecplo accordinz to their tempora-
ment ; inslancing that, therefore, some
Chzistinne were exoitable in their religious
manner, while othera who wore calm and
collected, previously, carried the same dis-
position throughont their Christian lifo,
Evening, Zecharinh 12th chap, 9th to 14th
verge. Al his gormons wero charaotorizod
by such ability and cloguonce as to abso-
lntely rivet the attention of his immonse
aadiences—the churoh being absolutely
crowded nt all the diots. The collections
on the plate amountoed to $39.16—very
good for these hard times. On Monday
evening the church was again crowded on
the oceasion of a strawberry festival given
by the ladies of the congregation, and a
jecture to bo delivered by Profossor Mo
Taren. After fall justice had been doue
to the geasonable provisions, the ohair was
taken and the lectnrer introduced. His
subject was, * Man and his dwelling place,”
and to say that he handled his subject well,
is to speak meagerly of his lecture. There
¢an be no doubt it is one of the ablest com-
positions in the language. Ii waa listened
to with great attention, and at the olose
drew down the plaudits of the large aundi-
ence. The proceeds wore large. Every
one was delighted, and a programme of
excellent music by the choir was highly
approciated. Dresden Presbyterian Church
is growing rapidly, and the prospects of a
good congregation in tho future are very
encoutaging. Only nine months ago Mr.
Alison went in amongst them and took
hold of the church—his congregation then
fluotuating from twelve to forty people ;
and now the church is nearly full at every
diet of worship and sometimes orowded.
Professor MoLaren expressed himself as
highly gratified at the appearance of the
congrogation, and declared it to be far above
his most sanguine anticipations when he
accepted the invitation to preach the anni.
versary services. An excollent Sabbath
Sohool, formed sbout eipht monthe ago,
was also addressed by the Professor on
Sabbath at two o'olock, and bhis remarks
were listened to with evident interest and
pleasure by the children. o feel very
much encouraged in this western country
to have a gentleman of Professor Me-
Laren’s standing and abilily come so far
to help us, and we are quite certain that
his valuablo services in this place will not
for long bo forgotton, and they will stimu.
1ate us to still groater activity and effort in
the service of onr common Master, Head,

and Intercersor, Josus Christ our Saviour,
and God our Heavenly Father.

Sermon preached in West Church, To-
ronto, 4th June, 1876, by Rev. R
Wallace, on Cor. iii., 12-15.

Men's works triod ag by fire, to prove them, and
the awards of the buildors on tho true foundation
ascording to tho character of their work.

SERMON,

In the context the great apostle re.
bukes the Corinthiaug for their contentions
about their religious teachers. He shows
them that mipisters of the Gospel were not
heads of riva' sects liko the Grecian Philos-
ophers, but wero merely servants of Ohrist,
withont any antherity or power of their
own. One may plant and another water,
but the whole increase is of God.

Ministers aro ono. They have one Mas-
ter and one work. They may have differ-
ent departments_in thet great work, bul
they are like fellow-labourers on the same
farm, or like fellow-builders on the same
temple. In the discharge of their respec.
tive duties they incur a great responsibili.
ty. I they attempt to build up the Tem-
ple of God with the rubbish of their own
wisdom, they will be severely punished.. If
they employ the materials which God has
furnished they will bo rowarded.

1t is because the church is the Templo of
God that ministers will be held to this
strict account for the docirines that they
proach, and for the way in which they ex-
ecute their office.

No minister need deceive himself in this
matiers he cannot teach a higher wisdom
than the wisdom of God ; and to learn this
wisdom he must renounce his own.

In v. 10 Panlatates the oharacter of the
foundation which he Iaid at Corinth and
slsewhere, on whioh to erect the Church
of God, and declares—* Other foundation
oan no man lay than that is 1aid, which is
‘Christ Jeous,” that is the only true foun.
dation on which the church can rest,
asmely, the dostrines revealed by God

Hiwsgelf in 1lis Inspired Word rogpoctin
Chyist—hia l’euonpund work, poctiug

This s the foundation which God Him.
solf had lafd, and the only foundation whieh
Ho will permit us to build upon; * there.
fore, thua sajth the Lord God, Dahold I
lay in Zion for a foundation a sione, a
triod stone, a precions cornor Slone, g sure
foundation.,” The fundamental dootrines
respeoting Christ and His work must be
on.braced, o1 a chureh oannot extst; and
where thoso doatrines are denled no asvo-
ciation of man oan bo lawfully reccgnized
a8 a ohuroh of God. Nor oan the fonndation
be modified or shaped to snit the wishos
of mon, Xt must be laid as it is in the
Horiptures, aud tho saperatructure must bo
rearad on that alone,

Paul bad fully and faithfully proached
tho iruth concerning Christ and His work,
and ho ehows thai those who eame after
bim must take heed waat they proach.
Then he adds as & warning to all bailders
who came after him--ve, 12.15,  Now if
any build upon this foundation gold, sil-
ver, preofous stones, wood, hay, stubble.”
As tho foundation whioh DIaul laid was
Jeeus Christ, or tho truth concerning his
Porson and work, the words above men-
tioned refer to true and fulse doe-
trines, Ihavo laid the foundation of sal-
vafion for men,—as Christ orneified, do
you tako heed what kind of dootrine you
add to, or build upn that, for every
man'’s work shall bo revealad or tricd by
five. 1st, Let us ooneider what is meant
by the difforent classcs of material here
raid to be built upon the foundation, 2nd.
The different awards that await the build.

ers,

1st. The gold, silver and precions stones,
which all can bear the fire, are teaching
that will stand the test of the judgment,
Gold and silver are emblems of that which
is valuable, and are hero used to ropresent
the precious truths of the Gospel, which
shall bear the trial of the Great Day.
Preoious stores here mean stones valuable
for building, such as granito or marble.
Gold and silver were extensively employ-
ed for adorning ancient temples, and,
therefore, appropriately used agsymbols of
pure doctrine. As gold aud silver on the
columne of a temple would bear the
action of intense heat, so the {)reoious doc-
trines of rovenled truth,and all feelings and
views which truth é)rodnoes. would bear
the trial at the great day. These emblems
denote the revealed doctrines respeoling
Ohrist,and the way of salvation through faith
in Him, as the Divino, the only Saviour of
sinners.

Those great doctrines which tell of His
Redemption.work,as set foxthin the history
of the OChuroh, in the promises of a
Saviour's advent, the glorious atoning sno-
rifize which Ho would offer for the salva-
tion of men ; dootrines exhibited not only
in the promises given from Eden down-
ward, but aleo in the types and emblems
by whioh that Redemplion work was sel
forth before the Saviour came—then the
groat faots of his life, death, resurreolion,
and ascennion. And along with this,
the way in whish this Redemption is ap-
plied by the iToly Spirit to the kearts of
men, and their opporition to God's claims
{s overcome, and they made willing to be
gaved by Ohrist, or tobe infinitely indebted
to the grace of tod. Then also the pre-
cepts of the Gospel, or how faith works by
love and obedience.

Al this surely gives ample seope for the
minister of the Gospel ag & builder, together
with God, in building on the foundation al-
ready laid in Zion, precious materials which
acoord with the oharacter of the foundation
—that is divinely revealed, evaungelical
truths—those who thus build shall receive
a glorions reward.

9nd. What is meant by the wood, hay,
stubble ?

By theso terms heio is meant materials
whith oannot stard thefire, or test of Divine
judgment, becaure not in accordance with
the character of the foundation,

These were perichable materials, out of
which ordinary houses were built, but not
tomples ; wood for doors, posts, &o., hay
or dried grass mixed with mud for walls,
and straw for the roof. These materiale—
unsuitable for the Temple of God~are ap-
propriate emblems of false doctrines. By
wood, hay, stubble, is here meant teach-
ings mixed with buman philosophy and
Judaiem, curious and trifling speculations,
instead of revealed truth.

In accordance with this interpretation
the emblem evidently includes all vain un-
scriptural speculation about a future state,
beyond what God has revesled in His Tn-
apired Word. God hag therein made the
way of salvation very plain to us, and has
declared in tke plainest poassible terms
that there is no other way of salvation but
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and that, too, while in the world. (Aots
iv.12 ; 2nd Cor. vi. 2; Mark xvi. 16; Jobn
iii. 18, 86 ; Hebrows ii, 8 ; iii. 7, 19;x. 26,
81; Rev. xxii. 11.

The Lord Himself has spoken, and when
He has done so, His poor finite creatures
have no right either to question His Word
or to speculate as to the propriety of it,
or as to the possibility of that Word being
et aside at Bome future period, however
distant, or in some unroveslsd way that woe
cannot comprehend. When God has
plainly declared that now, and only now,
is the day, or period, divinely appointed
to obiain salvation, isit not presumption
in the highest degree for any mere crea.
{ure to doubt His Word, orto cherish =
hope in the face of Gol's declaration that
Ha will belie Himsalfzt some futnre time ?
“Shall the thing formed ssy to Him
that formed it, why hast THou made me
thus ?” When God has spoken, that de-
cides the matter ; and any speculations in
tho face of His Word carries presumption
in its very existence. The proper aititude
of the creature is then to say, and that
with deepest humility, ¢ Speak, Lord, for
thy sexrvant heareth.” I will be told, per-
hiaps, that men are not rosponsible for their
convictions, or their doubts and hopes, and
the result of there.

It is evident from the Divine Word that
God does hold all His creatures responsible
for thess very things, Tho whole history
of man teems with Jproofs of this, God
held the antediluvisus responsible for
their oconvictions and doubts respsctin
their own econdne!, and the threate
flood which their wickedness was about to

beiug upon aa uogodly workd, aud

they did not xopent at the rreaching of

Noah, tho lood onme end destroyed them
all. And so all down throngh tho histery
of tho anolent world.

1 huve ouly timo to rofoer fo one epocial
proof of this, in the judgment that came
ugon the Jowish people for their rejootion
of Josus Christ, and’ their rofusal to own
Him as their long-promised Mossiah,
The Jows might well argue that they had
vory grave doubts as to his being the
Mossiah. 1o was not tho kind of Measiah
they expooted or wanted. They fully be-
lioved that their Messinh wonld come in
groat gloty as a mighty conqueriug hero-
prince, And lo! this Josus of Nazaroth
was like a root out of a dry ground, of
obsonre parentage, without learning, wealth
or power, or auy of the usual jusignia of
royalty. Vet, with all this, God held them
responsible aud ponred out upon them, be-
ennro of thoir rejeotion of Christ, the most
awful judgments which any peoplo ever
ondured on carth ; and there, wo have good
rongon to fear, were only embiems of far
greator tokens of diviue displeasure whioh
awaits thom individually in o future stato.
Why did not Ged sdmit the forco, the
renconableness of their doubts and convio.
tions in this matter? Because the Lord
Himesl{ had spoken, and made it plain in
Hig Inapired Word that just such would bo
the oharacter of the Mossiah.

But they were so blinded by prejudico
and self-interest, that they could not under-
stand these predictiovs, but wanted a
Mossinh after their own hoarts and to suit
their own ends. Tho principle is just tho
rame here. God deolares in His Inspired
Word that e has provided salvation for
the fallon and guilty family of man. Ho
offora that salvation freely to all and every
one that will acoapt it, and He commands
all to bolieve on Christ and receive Him as
their Lord and Saviour, and e promises
otornal lifo to those that do so, and
threatons ofernal death to those who do
not believe in Christ, or relv on His aton-
ing saorifice, and trost in His Person, apd
powor, and promised galvatiou. (John iii,
10; vi. 29; Acts xvi, 81; Rom. vi. 28;
Mark xvi, 16.)

The loving and gracious Saviour, who
came down from heaven fo_die for sinners
in order to save them, eolemnly declares
respeoting all who do neé now believe on
Him, and who aro, thexefore, unsaved ab
the great judgment day, * These shall go
away into everlasting punisl.ment,” just
a8 tho righteous, or His belioving and re-
deemod people, shall onter inte * everlast.
ing life;" the one shall xemain in a state
as everlasting on the other. Now, though
the Greek term hero rendered * everlast-
ing” is in certain connections used in a
limited sense, yet, wherever it is nf)plied
to the future stato of the saved or lost, it
moansforever and ever—that is ondlers hap-
piness or endless woe. When applied to
period, it always donoter to the end of that
dispensation or period. Now, if the pro.
mise of that Aaronic priesthood shall be
everlasting, it plainly denotes to the end
of Mosaic economy or Levitical dispensa-
tion. So aleo whon applied to the fature
state of maukind, thatis o efernity, the
term everlasting or forever and ever plainly
meaus to the end of eternity, or endless
duration. The term (aiom‘on,z everlasting,
is applied fifty-five times in relation to the
fiture state of tha righteons, whioh all
hold to denote eternal; and;what right has
sny man to chavge its meaning with
reforence to tho unsaved? If those who
believe in Christ are saved with an endless
salvation, those who are not saved now
are plainly lost with an everlasting con-
demnation and misery. Thisis the plain
import of many passages of the Word, but
wo will only hear two witnesses, by whose
plain testimony thig should be placed be-
yond dispute. ~In Rom. vi. 28 Paul affirms,
“TFor the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord,” Here death and life
are placed in con{rast,the one evidently com-
monsurate in duration with the other, and
they are so placed as the dirvect results
of unbelief and faith.

Tho same principles are clearly set forth
in 2 Thess, i. 7-10, **The Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven . . .
taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be
punished with everlasting destrnetion
from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of His power; when He ehall
come to be glorified in His saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe,” Here
the everlasting nature of the punishment
of the unbeliever is very glaiuly set forth.
What is the everlasting destruction here
threatened ¢ Our Lord in Mark ix. 45-
48, makes that very plain, where He again
and again solomnly and lovingly warns
sll the disobedient who contimue impeni-
tent and unsaved, that at death and judg-
ment they shall “go into hell, into
the fire that never shall be quenched,
whoro their woxm dieth nof, an% the fire
is not quenchbed.,” Whether there bo
material fire or the fire of their own guilty
and acousing conscience under the direct
frown of a Holy and just God, mattera not
as to tho principle involved—which is the
endless duration of awfal and conscious
suffering. This idea is also corroborated
by the language of the loving John in
Rovelation, where he says of the lost in
tho place of woe, **Tho smoke of their
tormont ascendeth up for ever and ever”

Buat the doctrine of the endless punish-
ment of the unsaved does not depend on
the morning of any term,be its import ever
so plain. ql‘lxe doctrine itself is inter-
woven with the verv warp and woof of
divine rovelation. It is necessarily im-
plied in the doctrine of the atonement and
sacrifice of the Lord Jesns Ohrist. Hoe
endured infinits sufforing in order that He
might save His peopls from their sins.
And His Divine Word declares that none
can be saved in any other way. If mem
can be saved at length, through any
amount of personal suffering, would God
hiavo given up to doath Hiv own eternal
and well beloved Son to save ns? And
would the Lord of Glory heve endured the
awful agonies of Getheemane and Calva:
unless to deliver us from goingto the pit
whenos there is no esoape? In the prea-
snoe of the fearful an?mh endured by the
Holy One of God, I see the strongest
proof of the fearful and endless suffering
of the lost in hell.

This doctrine of the endless nature of

future pupishaent is implied in the whola
denlivg of Duiue Providence with man-
kind, and in the many solom. and earnest
plendinge of God Himeelf with man, not
to rnsh 1y o1 #ioh fearfal and irretrisvable
ruin (Bzk. xadiflc 11, Tt Is espooialiy
plainly &nd awfully sst forth in the manv
solomn warnings of the loving Bavicur
Ihmeelf, (et the ronder earefully pogder
snoh pnsszges aa theso, Matt. vii. 18, 14,
21; xxit. 10-24; xifi, 36-13; xiv, 21-20;
v, 41-46 5 Mark fil, 28-30: ix. 48-19;
Tauke xiv. 10-24; xvi, 19-%6; Jobn i,
B8-86; viri. 215 feo alro 2 Oor. v, 10
Heb. x. 31, Jude 23; Rev. xs. 115 xxi.
85 xxii. 11-15.) Tho compassionate Savi-
our who died for vs here deelarea that
thoge whea resiat tha strivings of the Huly
Spirit, and do not receive Him as their
Savivur, bave nevoer forgivoness, that they
aro caet into an everlasting firo or & atate
of evorlaating woe, from which there {a no
deliversuco.  Yea, mark this warning as
to tho ondlesa naturo of that state, IMe
rava, * There is agreat gulf fixed Lebween
heaven and lell,” which ean never be
bridgod over, for it ia fixed in tha etornal
deoreo of Mim who ia holv in all His ways,
and righteons in all His diepenentions.
Thig dectrine of tho endless duration of the
future punishment of all not saved by an
interest in Chrict, is most evidently a part
of the foundation laid in Zion, with which
salvation i connected. It ir cortninly
fundamontal, if any dootrine of Soripturs ig
such, for it in bound up with the work of
Ohrist, snd is over sot forth as tho
alternative of not believing on Him or
being saved by Him, Tt cannot be reject-
od or even doubted, but at the peril of any
soul, for ¥ if the foundation be deatroyed,
what ghall tho righteous do 2"

When God has thus so plainly and fully
decided the matter, what right has any
man to doubt on the subjeot of the eternity
of fntare punishment? If God had left it
an open quostion, undeoided by Him, it
wonld have been a different matter, but
since God has speken, all doubts and rea-
gonings are in their very nature sinful, (and,
when set forth before men, are evidently
the wood, hay, and atubble hero condemn.
od), for they are doubts as to the wisdom,
gondness, holiness, and truth of Jehovah.

When it comes to be a question between
God's plain declarations in His Holy
‘Word and the specunlations of any man or
olase of men, I am constrained to say as a
loyal snbject to the Graat King, ¢ Let
God be true though every man be a liar,”

The opinions of men should have no
weight whatever when put against God's
plain statements. Aund as wo have seen,
this doctrine does not depend on verbal
oritioiam as to the meaning of the word
ovorlaating in cortain relations. The doc-
trine itrelf is embodied in the very crsence
of the doetrina of the atonement, and in
the whole terching of the Holy Spirit ro-
specting salvation through Christ. It is
everywhere either plainly stated or implied
in the very idea of salvation, for it is re-
presented a8 go great a deliverance that it
required 2n infinite price to procure it, and
infinite power to apply it. Hence the
question of the Apostle, *How shall we
ercape if we negleet o great ealvation 9"
Honoe, also, the startling language of
Peter, *“ For the time is come that judg-
ment must begin at the house of Gnd ; and
if it first begins at us, what shall tho end
ba of them that obey vot the Gospel of
God 2 Aud if the righteons ecaroely be
saved, whore ahall the unngodly and the
sinner appear 2 If even the righteousare
raved with difficulty or s0 as by five, what
ghall the end be of the ungodly and of
all unbelievers, but utter rmin? And
oqually startling is the language of Paul,
s He that deépised Moses’ law, died with-
ont merey under two or three witneases ;
of how much sorer punishment suppose ye
ghall he be thought worthy who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant
wherewith he was sanctified an uuholy
thing, and hath done despite unto the
apirit of grace.” ¢ It is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God.”
Now the teacher of Christianity that dares
to set forth any doubts or murmises in
opposition to all this, is evidenily building
that whioh will be burned up or destroyed,
becanso it cannot stand the touchstone by
which all doctrines and actions will be
triod at the great day. Christ declares
that by His work, or by the work or doe-
trines which the apostles, ae aceredited by
Him, rat forth, all will ba tried. And the
Holy Spirit directa to judge doolrines and
men by this standard of appeal, “* To the
1aw and to tho testimony if they speak not
according to this word, it is becaure there
is no truth in them.” Now God has
decided this matter in His TWord, and there
is no trnth in anything apart from this,
ho foundation for it in Seripture, and
therefore, there should be no countenance
given to it in buman specnlations, and
above ull, in the teachingsofithe sanctuary,
the teaching of the builders of the temple

of God.
{To be Continued.)

Ecclesiastical Metamorphosis.

DR. MUTCEMORE, 1N tui Philadelphia
Presbyterian.

The Presbyterian Church of Cansds is
now siruggling from a lower into & higher
orguniem, To this end, if not in pain, it
is in a state of rather uncomfortable un-
easineas, Inorderto attain this new form of
life-activity, it bad first to make itself
larger, and thie was done by the union of
about all tho elements that could be made
to homolgate. By one of those senseless
acts of ecclesiastical suicide, too frequent
on the pages of chureh history, the Church
divided, st the disruption in Scotland, into
the Eatablished and Free Kirks,

In Canada it beoame the Old aud New
Kirks, and as there was no patronage in
the oass, it was nothing more thn_n espons
sing the quarrel on the other side, and
having-a sham battle to couvince their
friends of their loyalty to the ways of
fatherland. We mean this is the way it
appears to a atranger, a8 ho aske and hoars
the explanations at the end of a quarter of
a contury, when now they are at one again,
o do not mesn to convey the impression
that the parties did not accomplish good in
the interval of separation, for each wrought

with grest energy—as we of the States did
during our unbiappy divisicn. Bus iwo

Chucher olaiming the samos symbols, eama
history and raremugo, oan never got it out
of the theughts of the world arsund, which
has no mind for eubtle dietinctions,
1hat they are either bigoted or ynarrelsome,
or without irue charity at least. Then
they jestle each othor In thelr work, pnt
anfagonatio  furces together, and build
chitrohes without roference fo the best in.
torrate of the oaugo, We neud siot enum-
sxate the points of petty mischief; none
koow them boltor than we.

But the greatost mschief in the Dowmin-
fon was the loes of pawer in oivil govern-
ment.  We dv not mean {hat a Clureht
ahould meddle in such matters,  Rut gove
ernraents are ordeincd of God, and she is
bound to let her jufluenco for good bo falt,
and her mora! life diftuse iteelf, and hor
pomtion as o power 1n tho State be known
in all moial movementa affecting legisla-
tion. Wae understand that, in the aqgre.
gate, there wore abont ag many frue Pres-
byteriaus during the division sr now. But
they were trented with abont the consider-
ation due tho largest branch of the divided
Ohuroh, whereaa now tho Presbytorian
Obnrob is rogarded in all her clements of
atr noth, if not tho firat roligions power in
the Dominion, certainly not in any true
gonso tho socond.

Grace ovorgrew tho wounds, and time
b+l almort oblitorated the soars in the
henrta of those who were tired of a fenece
built by those longgone, aud whoso motives
for building they could not not v+ Inratand §
bosides, tho motives no longer - sistod, and
tho fonco had 8o far rotted down that they
could straddle it backward and forward into
oach other's churches, ag Providence indi-
eatod. So they wisoly determined, two
yeara ago, to lift the old fence, and save
what was sound, and burn tho briars with
the rest. This work waa well begun in
Montreal during the last assembly, (1875,)
and now in the present one, whors we have
the honor to bo a delegate, it seems to us
that that old fonee.way is g0 well grown
up that we conld not have traced a rod of
ita courso if it had not been pointed ont by
the fathers; and tho flocks are orossing
and recrossing and finding vasture, as un.
ooncerned about the battle-grounds of
their fathers as we are of the places of bat.
tle with the American Indiane,

The Canadian Presbyterian Church, as
now organized, ig a grand one in its ole.
ments, The Ol1d Kirk and the Free Kirk
are now united. But baving taken on such
majentic proportions, their old ecolesiasti.
eal running gear will no Jonger suit them.
This Assembly is only & big Synod, repre.
sented by ministera and elders as far as they
ohose to come, It is, therefors, a great
body of five hundred mewbers, run by the
ecclosinatical rigging of a Presbytery.
Everything is too tight, and there is a kind
of amothered sensation all about.

Having takon on body and strength for
their grand metamorphosis, how can the;
got rid of the old skin now all bursted, an
the old Synodieal tail, that clings despite
of all wriggling ? It is easier to get ecoles.
{astically big than littls, and they must re-
duce themeelves into a representative body
lors than half as larze as they now are as 8
Synodieal organization. This is the prob.
lem. If they do not do it faster than we in
the States, it will bo a long straggle, It is
very inconvenient and unecmtortable to be
big, but it ig a little more 5o to grow small
through the Banting pracess.  This is the
only hope left for our Assombly, i.c., being
unable to reduce themselves so long as
there is so much farinaceous diet prepared
by the cities entertaining. that the oity
people on whom they feed on such ocen-
sions, should either refuse to have so many,
or if they must, give them neither bread,
potatoas, corn-starch puddings, butter, nor
molasges, substituting beef, dry toast, eggs,
and compel them to run a couple of
miles on double-quick, morning aud even-
ing, or tug with empty stomachs at the
health-lift. If this were practised 2 single
yoar, we have not the slightest doubt that
either Assombly might be reduced at least
half of its size.  For only a fow skiany old
dooiora and lanky elders wonld come, who
could live & fortnight on statistics and vone
tention.

The Assembly chose unanimonsly for its
Moderator, Dr. Topp, rpastor of the
most powerfnl church in Toronto
for over soventeen years, who gave
up hie living in Sootland and went
out in the Free Church exodus with Chal.
mers. He is a large, well-proportioned
man of aix feet in height, and as handsome
a8 he is large. Wo did not hear him
preach, but tho responsible positions he
has held so well proclaim the fact that his
ministerial furniture’throughout is Afrst.
olass. He is the very impersonation of
good nature, whose voice and smiles go
into blandness, yet withal vnusually firm,
not so much in manner ag in & well-poised.
ners which comes from the possession of
good judgment and accurate kuowledge.
Hoe stood hefore this stormy Assembly like
a pilot in a squall holding the wheel. Bi
his strict justice to each member, an
through his imperturbability in their con.
tosts, and tho great respect tho Assemnbly
had for him, ho kept the Chnreh well in
band until the port was reached and the
storm overpast. We have secen a good
many Moderators, and a fow at tho wheel,
e do not hesitete to say that, in what
might bave been a dirgstrons storm, had
it not been watched and guided, Dr. Topp
was a maodel Moderator,

\Wo heard the Assembly only two days
in the ordinary round of business. The
Macdonnell eage waz the all-absorbing one,
and the first strain put upon the union
lately welded, and there seemed to be both
fear and anxiety strnggling in the hearis
of all. Nobody conld divine the mind of
the Assembly, for they were a company of
strangors, who knew littlo of each other's
convictions on the enbject. Thev wers a8
stravgely mixed in the howse, Ose would
find them in the same seate, approving the
gentimenta nttered by their speakers. We
feel t-at this condition was a good cne,
for had they been arranged according to
affinities, segregated parly feeling might
have risen higher than a squall, aud end
in disaster.

We find that the Cauadian Aceembly
grows on oor hands, and must beg leaye of
our readers to aprak of the morsl and in-
telleotual strength of this great Churoh, 88
it appeared in the discussion ofthe Macdon.
nell oase, next wesk. .



