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THE ]JLACK SIIEEP 0P THE SABBATII SCOOL.

It was in the Nvinter of 1iB41 tiat 1 was at a toit neeting
lield in Dubiin, by tic members of the Methodist. iiew coninex-
ion, for the purpose of collecting funds in aid of tlieir mis-
sioîîary societies. Several clergymen of various dcnonîîina-
tions were in attendance, for however they nîigit. difl'er upon
soine points of doctrine, they coîîld ail imite upon commnon
groîînd to proinoto the objcct dcarest to the hecart. of every
Chiristian-thie promulgation of gospel truth among the ig-
norant and unconverted.

Among the number was an humble 01(1 mani, whlose formn
liad bowed, and whose boend had wbitencd benca.1k the hand
of timne; but bis heart wvas stili carnest, and lus words were stili
poiverful to proclaini the glad tidings of salvation, as w vlieni,
in carlier years, they îi ade the walls of bis chapel ring
to the soul toucliing sounds of God's message to mnari.
jThougli wcll acquainted ivith liim by naine, 1 liad neYer
licard itan speak eltiier fromn pulpit or platform, and anxiorisly
awaited the mnoment Mien this eminent minister should ad-
dress the nsseinblv. Wlben the cliairmanl introduced the
Rev. Dr-, the old gentleman rose, and, so soon as bis voice
could be distinguislbed above the lîeart-felt demons rations of,
pleasure indulged in by tic audience, hie said-"l Fior that
evcning lie wouild leave to others tlîe tnsk of discussing att
lengtli the many interesting facts iwhich hoe understood should
bc brouglut before tbe notice ofluis benarers, and confine bimnself
to the relation of a short story, which lie thougbt would do
much to împress upon tbemn thec vast importance of two great
branebes of the work to bc accomplishedl by the Church of
Christ on earth, namely, tlîe necessity of perseverance and
faith, in tlie training of lier Sabbatb-school cbjîdrert, and also
that of sending fortb nmtn, into whose hearts the Spirit of Gud
had entered, to bear the lamp of bis grace to tbe dark places ~

jof the eartii." Some years before (the Rev. speaker proceedled),
wbilst making a tour through tire south of Ireland, lie arrived
in a small country town late upon the Saturdny niglit, and
took up bis abode at the bouse of a friend. Early next.mor-
ning, nccompanied by his hiost, hoe sallied forth to visit tbe
Sabbath scbool. Groups of tbe peasantry were lounging bore
and tbere in tbe mainr street; inany wero hurrying to the

jneigliboliring chapel ; ail the smaller shops were open, fur the
luoir at -%vliulo Sabbath traffic becomes illegal had not ý et

Jnrrived; tbat. district was essentially Popisli, and as tbey pur-


