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SOLON.

Tt was most probably in his retreat in Cyprus that he compo-
sed ono of the tew pocms of his which have come down to us,
10 which he buwails the misfortuncs of his native country—the
rumn which the reshness of tho Athenians was bringing upon
them. “O Athens!™ he exclaims, “destiny would have spared
you, bul you will perish by the hands of your own cltizons'
* % * % Ty blusting hailstorm cscapes from the bellowing
cloud ; the rapid twndes-bolt leaps out fivin the ¢lear sky; the
wind raises mighty temp ats on tho sca, and often by great men
penish great states—often the imprudent people of & sudden find
themsetves lordud over by usurpers * * * * O Atlicainns!
ascribe not to the guds the ills that vervhelm you; it is the
work of your own corruption : yoursc.ves have placed the pow.
er i the hands of your oppressors.” FHe then expresses his
grautude for the kindugss of the Cyprian monarch, and scems
about to conclude, when a yearning fur home fills his heart—the
Jonging of age o revisit the scenes of its youth : «0 lovely Ve.
nust crowned with violet wreaths, smooth my puth o’er tho ses,
bless the hospituble land that has welcomed me, and grant that
I may once mypre behold my dearly-loved Athens!” ™ The de-
siro of s heart was ot granted. He died at the court of
King Plulocyprus, in the eightieth year of nis age.

%15 laws survived lim for four hundred years, uatil Greocoe
became absorbed n the rising empire of Rome; and Cicero,
who himself saw them in operation, passes a high culogium on
the wisdom of one who framed a code so mild, anu so well adap-
ted to the temper of the fickle Athenians, The prominent fea-
ture 1n the character of Solon is utilitarianism — his love of the
uscful—his earnest desire of practically benefitting the physical
and moral condition of those around him. A philosopher, he
avoided the then uncertain and ill.directed speculations of meta.
physics, and turned his attention solely to the dutics of man and
the laws of nature. OF his success in the former of theso stu.
dies his code will be an enduring monument, and in the latter,
having regard to the state of science in his doy, he scems to
have beun little less successful, and, wishing to instruct his
countrymen in the philosophy of nature, he composed a treatise
on the subject, using poetry as a vehicle for his ideas, in order
to impress them more deeply on the mi..ds of the people. Asa
poet, he did not give way to the ideal reveries, the passionate
sentiments, the ardent aspirations of the poeticai temperament
the charms of poetry are chiefly cmployed by him to render his
precepts attractive. Austerity formed no clement in the char-
acter of Solon; but he geems always to have been calm.tem.
pered, and of strict justice ; and if in some places his writings
were tinged by volupluousness, some allowance ought to be
made fur the luxity of morals then all-prevalent. In conclusion,
we may remark, that the writings of Sulon consisted of a num-
ber of letters, a poem upon the Atlantis—an isle which was sup.
posed to exist far off in the Western Ocean,—and several poli.
tical elegics, of which some fragments have been preserved,
which everywhere exhibit proofs of a noble mind, an clevated
understanding, and a great talent for scrious poctry.

Sayings of Solov.

There is o God who is Lord of all: no mortal has power
equal to his. Our ideas of the Deity must always be imperfect.
No man is happy ; but also, no oue under the sun is virtuous.
As long as you live, seek 1o learn: do not presume that old
age brings wisdom.
Tuke care how you epeak all that you know.
Distrust plcasure ; it is the mother of griefl
Do not be in a hurry to make new fricnds,
you have. ]
Few c1.mes would be committed, if the wiinesses of the in-
justice were not more descrving of it than the unhappy victims.
Courtiers are counters uscd at play—they chenge in value
with him who employs them,

nor to quit those

BIAS.

Bias of' Priene united the benevolence of the philanthropist to
the wisdom of the sage ; and the memory of his kind actions
will more surely preserve his name from oblivion than cven tho
purity and truth of his maxims. IIc was born in Pricne, ona of
the twelve independant cities of Iona. He won the esteem of
Ius countrymen by his talents and zeal in bohalf of his native
state, which, sharing the common fate of the small republics,
was alike torn Dy intestine divisivns and menaced by poworful
cncmies fiom w.thout; and which, but for his oxcrtions, must
speechly have lest its dependence.  He inherited, or amasscd by
his own cffurts, a considerable fortune ; and his wcalth was em-
pluyed by him in gratifying the promptings of a benevolent
heart.  Among other gunerous actions, he ransomed the young
capuves of Mcssona, watched over their cducation with all the
wterest of a parent, and afterwards sent *hom back to their ra.
twve laad, bearing with them tho rich presents which his kind.
ness had bestowed on them. He was a poet we are informed,
and composcd a poom of some two thousand verscs on the way
to.become happy : be hod found it, for ho did good.

Bis flourished about five hundred and sixty-six years before
our ern. He was elevated by his countrymen to offico in the
state; but his native gentleness of heart was unchilled even by
the stern forms of the hall of justice. On one occasion, we are
told, on condemning o man to death, Bias wept. ¢ If you weop,”
said ono to him,  for the guilty, why do you condemn him1”
« We can neither repress tho emotious of nature,” said the sensi-
tive sage, “nor disobey the law.” “He is said to have been pos.
sesscd of great cloquence ; and to the last hour of his lifs, it too,
like his fortune, was ever ready at the call of benevolence.
One day the old man was pleading the cause of one of his
friends ; when he had finished speaking, he leancd his head on
the bosom of his nephew who stood near. When the judges
had pronounced in his favor, the bystunders wished to awake
him—but life was flown!

Sayings of Biss.

A good conscienco is alonc above fear.

Listen much, and never speak but to the purpose.

To desirc what is impossible, and to be insensible to the
troubles of others, are two great maladies of the soul.

People who bestow all their talent on trifles, are like the bird
of night, which cees clear in the darkness, and becomes blind in
the light of the sun.

You become arbiter between two of your cnemics ; you will
make a fricnd of him whom your decision favors. You consti.
tute yourself judge between twe of your friends: be surc you
will lose one of them.

The wicked suppose all men knaves like themselve ;
are easily deceived,

The most unhappy of men is he who cannot support misfor.
tune.

the good

OLEOBULUS.

Woe know but little of Cleobulus, but he secems to have been
a mild and good prince. He was a native of Lindos, §n the
island of Rhodes, and was clevated to the sovereignty of his
country ; and it was as much by the wisdom and the zeal for
his country’s welfare which charrcterized his conduct on the
throne, as from his philosophical attainments, that he won o
place among the sages of Greeee. Nature scems to have been
no less kind to him i physical than in mental endowments, for
he 1s said to have possesscd great beauty of form. His leisure
hours were devoted to the cultivation of philosophy and poetry 3
and after 2 tranquil reign. he died in the scventicth year of his .
age, 546 B.F. His daughter Cleobulina scems to Lave inherited
hor father’s talents, and profited by his structions. She dis.
tinguished herself as a poctess, and composed several enigmas,
ins one of which the year 18 thus characterized :—* A father had
wwelve children ; and these twelve cluldren had cach thirty white
sons and tharty white daughters, who are immortal though they
dicd every day.”
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