
THE CANADIAN PRACTITIONER. 27

sewage-disposal probleni is cleserving of the

serious and favorable consideration of eur citi-
zens. Our daily press is not backward in
recognising the advantages of pure air ani
water, it recogiises the great importance of a

good health record as one of the foundations of
our city's prosperity. We concur iii all this,
and say to tlen go on, stop further and back
up an energetic andi now well constituted Local
Board of Health.

THE NE W  IIOSPITAL IN TORONTO.

Arrangements are being made to build the
new hospital on the grounds of the ini-
versity of Toronto next summîîîer. A party of
gentleiien composed of the Hon. -John Mac-
donald, Mr. Vice-Chancellor Mulock, Professor
Ramsay Wright, and Dr. Chas. O'Reilly left
Toronto, December 2'th, to inspect a number
of the principal hospitals ii the United States,
iii Ortder to gain a conplete knxovledge of the
latest and best methods of constructing hos-
pitals. They intended to visit Boston, Balti-
more Philadelphia and New York. Those
iiterested in this good work are letermined
that the now hospital shall be as perfect as

possible in all respects. Professor W riht'
chief aim will be tO iîake a thorough study
of the be-st sCientie laboratories on the Con-
tinent, wvhich wil cf great service jn drawing
the plans for the new laboratories to be built
this vear for the Science Departnent of the
University Professoriate.

AMYLENE HYDRATE, THE LATEST
HiYPNOTIC.

Vron Mtehrin, in a recent number of the
Th'rapputicheA Hunaschrift (N. T. edic<
Reec;rd), describes a new hypnotic, discove-ed
by Wurtz, known to chemists as di-niethyl-
ethyl-carbinol, and to physicians as amylene
hydrate. It is a clear, colorless liquid, soluble
in 8 parts of water, and miscible in all pro-
portions with alcohol. It has a distinct, pene-
trating odor, like many of the volatile oils.

Theaverage dose is4 giaines(1 fluid drachm),
and is most useful for the sleeplessness of ner-

vousness and the iisonnia of fevers. It is
palatable and free from ,danger, anid in power
lies midtway between chloral and po rakeiyde.
It is saidl that it hias no serious effects in exten-
sive cardiae lesions. It is generally unreliable
wien used for insouimia which is directly due
to pain.

The Record, in cocnnnenting on this and other
hypnotics, as well as anitipyretics, refers to the
wonderful developnent of organic chemistry,
and shows how much it has assisted thera-
peutics. Beginners in the stndy of medicine
cannot fully appreciate the merits of such a
course in chemistry as is given by Dr. Pike in
the University of Toronto; but the seniors, as
w'ell as the profession generally, will learn by
such examples as this the vast importance of a
thorough scientific training in clemistry as
vell as physiology.

TORIONTO SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY.

We are pleased to learn that this excellent
institution is making substantial progress. The
third annuaI diîner vas given in the lRossin
Ilouse, Decenber 1 :3th, and was very successful
in all respects. We understand that the Col-
lege is anxious to advance wvith the times, and
becomo afiliated witli the Provincial T n iversity
wit a vie- teobtaining degrees in dentistry
for its graduates who come up to a certain
stanîdard. The teaching in the College is, so
far as we can learn, aIl that could be desired
so far as it goes-the only weak point being
the nethods of giving clinical instruction. We
believe the authorities are anxious for improve-
ment in this particular, and we have reason to
believe that provision will soon be made for
a tho-erugh course of clinical teaching.

We call the attention of the profession to
Dr. H. 0. Walker's Weir-Mitchell Sanitorium,
H1amilton, whiclh lias lately been enlarged and
improved. This well-known systen is here car-
ried out in its entirety, and under the direct
supervision of Dr. Walker, who is assisted by
nurses trahied in Dr. Weir-Mitchell's ova
Hospital.


