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Aenl); ceased, and the heel was brought with
cnsiderable force against the nates. The
whole phenomenon very m resembied the
sudden closure of a pen-knife after the resist-
ance of the back-spring has been overcome.
The limb was now spasmodically fixed in the
‘ Iiésitioﬁ of extreme flexion. The spasm could
‘,b‘e"at once relaxed by exerting pressure upon
:tha crural nerve. If this were not done, and
' ‘the patient were directed to extend the leg, he
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. was able to do so slowly and with great exes-:

tion until it had slightly passed the right angle,
when it was suddenly and violently blouaht
: info the position of extension.
. ‘The tendon-reflexes were greatly increased ;
. spnéation was diminished ; electric contractility
‘showed no qualitative abnormality, but was
“smewhat diminished in degree. .
- = Until the middle of June the dlsedsp con-
‘t‘mued to progress; the lower limbs became
- pralyzed.  Attacks of spasm and tremour oc-
:;‘,. c:ugred‘ several times daily ; occasionally they
‘. Were spontaneous, but generally they were due
< to.the legs being touched, or too cold ; some-
- 'ﬁi}}es also to psychic impressions. The patient
- shoved marked emotional disturbance, being
- ‘smetimes very checrful and happy, and at
aliers melancholy, despairing, and excited,
6 in the latter condition, he attempted to
- divide his radial artery with a picce of broken
: glﬂss, and twice stealthily obtained half a litre
: fl)mndy, which he dvank neat. During the
'!'lmkenness which followed, he had the most
Olept spasmodic attacks.
I July the symptoms somewhat abated, and
tient could walk a little with two sticks.
h?.‘ﬁilﬁumn, the attacks again became more
3. occasionally slight muscular tremour
bserved in the arms, and once the speech
¥ affect ed during an attack. At the begin-
mnc:Of the winter the patient was again con-
to bed the attacks were ‘accompanied by
ams in the knees, and form‘catxon in

/ 'ks slwht atmphy of the muscles of
g8 was nqtlced Dm‘mo March and April

| tomatie, and

#ay he had his last attack ; after that he daily
improved; at the end of the month he could walk
well with a stick, and only complained of some
stiffness in his knees, and of being easily
fatigued. On June 24th he was discharged
completely cured, the only symptom remaining
being some increase in the patella tendon-
reflex.

Two days after his discharge he attempted
suicide by drinking a solution containing mor- .
phia and ergotin.  After the use of the stomach-
pump he recovered, but had an attack of acute
gastritis. He also bad delirium tremens for
eight days, breught on by excessive drinking
after his discharge. He bas since remained
quite well. .

The treatment of the case was chiefly symp-

ted
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reflex irritability. Bromide of potassium, ex-
tract of belladonna, warm baths, and galvani-
zation over the spinal column, had absolutely
no effect. The 'administmtion of morphia ap-
peared to increase the number and intensity of
the attacks. When the spasmodic attacks

{ were at their worst, 30 to 60 grains of chloral,

administered per rectum, proved useful.

From the middle of April the patient tock
chloride of gold and gadium, in doses of ‘about
one-third gr. (!) three times daily.  Altogether,
before his discharge, he bad taken nearly 90
grains of the drug. The palliative effect of
chloral seems to be established, aud the fact of
recovery having taken place during the admin-
istration of the double chloride of gold and
sodium would justify a prolonged trial of this
drug in fature cases.

As to the pdtholo«ical‘auafomy of the dis-
ease, it is clear that in this case ‘there could
have been no severe anatomical lesion in the
nervous system, certainly ne definite. sclerosis
in the lateral colums of the cord. The dlsease
in the preseni case was developed in a man
with an abnormal nervous constitution.

The proguosis does not seem to depend at all

‘upon the mode of coramencement of the disease,

for in Westphal’s case of recovery ‘the affection
commenced most gradually, . while, ln the
present case, the essential -symptoms of ~the..
dlsedse were unmvtakably ‘developed within

‘seven days of the severe wettings and ‘cold..



