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fusion of two and a-half draclhms of coffee, in threce ounces of
water, with sugar ad libiturm, arc suitable proportions.

As regards the clct produced on the activity of the sulphate
of quinine, when thus mixed with cofýee, these observations would
naturally lcad us to inquire how far this diminution of solubility
could injure the effect of tie medicine. It is evident that starting
with this general principle, uncentrovertible both in physiology and
chemistry, that the activity of bodies is incrcased in proportion as
they are dissolved, or readilv acted on by the liquids with which
they corne in contact; and remarking, on the other hand, what
has been proved by actual experiment, that sulphate of quinine,
dissolved in acidulated water, acts more pronptly and cncrgCtically
than whcn in a state of partial sollution in pure water, or in pilis,
we must arrive at the conclusion that the manner of administra-
tion, of which we are now treating, is disadvantageous. But, at
the same time, sulphate of quinine, being a medicine almnost inva.
riably very decided in its action, ve believe, tlat in hie inajority
of cases, notwitistanding the disadvantages resuluing froi its di-
minished solubility, this discovery, will prove useful to mnvalids, by
enabling themn to takze what to some is a disagrecablo medicinc,
without percciving the taste. Stili, it is right tiiat the physician
should be acquaintcd with tisese disadvantagcs, that im obstinate
cases he might cither incrcase a little the doise, or rather have re-
course to a more favourable mode of adminiistration, namely so!u.
tion of acidulated water.-Journal de Pharmacie.

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE,

We copy fromo the Vestern Lancet the following instructive

case. We perfectly agrec with the editor of the Western Lancet,
that NI'Comas was convicted upon insufficient evidence ; but, at
the same time, we cannot forbear ic reflection, that the case
was one whicl coüld have beeni clcarly and unequivocally deter-
miined by niedical testinony, liad the proper imeans been einploycd.
It is one of those cases in whicih the value of the microscope, as
adjuvant to the ends of justice, stands brightly forth ; andi we
cannot avoid contrasting the case wiith a parallel one recorded in
the London and Edinburgh Monthly Journal for April, 181-,
permitting our readers te draw thcir own conclusions:-

Tie foilowing case of suppo:cd rape, aillorsï a mnelanilchly
comment on the glorious uncertaintes of the law'." It is clear,
agreeably to the liglits of iode'n iiiedical jurisprudence, that the
unfortunite mean, vio vas the sulject of the criiiinal prosecu.
tion, whatever inay have becn his vicions intentions, vas con.
victed upon instiflicient, and altogetlier irrelevniit proof. 'lie
existence of iniflammation, with suppuration, in the exterior geni-
tal organs of a girl nine years of age, the hymen uninjusred;, is a
most unwarrantable ground of evidencc by which to convict a
man of the serious crime of rape.

Remarks upon a Case of Rape, frird in the St. Louis
Criminal Cour t. By CitAl.bs W. &re s, M.D.-(Missouri
Med. and Surg. Jour.)-iessts. E'nrroas: Wc have hcard
mcii said about the uncertainty of imedicine, and alisc of tlhe
Sglorious unicertainity of the law." I propose to stubimit for pub.
lication in your valîuable journal, a fw remiarks upon a case re-
cently tried in the Cririinail Court of this County, in whiicli vemc
involved some points of laiv and iiedicine, or legal meditcine;
and if I ame not mistaken, your redtiiers wedl pereeivec that lier
also there is uncertainty.

A youing main by the naine of M-Comasss was charged weithl an
attempt te violate the ierson of iary Young, a child about sine
years of age. The testirnonyv went to siow, that the prisoner, at
two different times, iad taken the girl lipon lis lapà and raised lier
clothing. At one time this occurredi in M'Comas's private rot,
and again when they were riding in a buggy. In both instances
the girl sat sideways upon his lai. .The mohiier dliscovcred stains
upon tie drawers of the child, resciilinug those made by sciminal
luid. She charged the dauglter withli aving permîitted somlie

man to meddle withi lier. When hlireatenied wi'th chastisemient,
she gave the nane of MV'Cornas. 'T'le mother exanined the pri.
vate parts, and found thein inflimied, and disharging itttLr, the
discliarge still existing La period of several weeksj. A respectable

inedical gentleman of the city, ivas called tu the case immrne.
diately after the disease weas discovered by the nother. le cxa.
minud the stains uspon the clotling,-thougiit they mighit have
been produced by serinal fluid ; vas not certain that such was the
case; ntains resernbling thiem migit lie caused] by other dischargee ;
young girls were sublect to diseases in which thera were dis.
charges fron the genital urgans; found the nymplhS and orifice
of the vagina mi a state of inflammation.

I was caied to visit the girl about ciglt days after the gentle.
ian above referrcd to. 1 did not sec the clothing or tise stains
examined by tha other physician ; found tise labia, nymphs, and
orifice of the vgina imflamed, acconmpanied by a iuco-purulent
discharge. Visi;,id lier agaii a few days after; found the parts
still inflaicd, and the d:scharge more abundant, and mixedi witlh
blood. Saws heCsr again five wreeks after ny first visit; the inflam.
mnatir,: Iad n:rmriy subsided, but the discharge was still consider-
able, and somne at bloody ; found the hyimsens uninjured. Tho
physicianî regularly cmployed by the prisoner, testified that ie
lad not been called upon to prescribe for gonorrhsma. Iii the
above, ail the prominent or essential points of the testinony rela.
ing to the facts of the case, are fairly stated. The prisonser was
senctnced to three years' cosnfinement in the penitentiary.

Nor.w, whether justice has been donc the prisoner, in this in-
stance, I ai uiable posit ively to say; but I wvas forcibly im.
pressed with the trmsthl of Sir Matthew 1]ale's remark upon this
crime, whein he says, l It is an accusation easy to be made, aad
harder to lie proved, but harder to be defended by the party ac-
cased, tlîougl isnocent." Taylor, in his excellent work on Me..
dical Jurisprudence, says, "l That for one real case of rape ther
are ten pretended cases." Our w'orks on legal iedicine abound
with reports of cases. wlcre persons have been unable to defend
tlhcmselves against thcse charges, ansd have suffered, not only in
ilie loss of reiutat n, but by imiprisoniient, and the severest
penaltics in the powes of the law to inflict, and yet, after deve-
lopiients or disclosures have shown thsemi to be innocent.

The case of M-Comas was one in whici but little positive tes.
tiiony %vas adduced. It was one of thoso pscrplexiiig cases in,
which nearly all the witnesses, espccially the medicl vitnesses,
expressed ticir opinion witi the greatest caution aussi reserve; and
this of nsecessity, because unable to arrive ah definite conclusions
upson the subject. A proiinent purpoac on the part of the pro-
secutior, after fiiling by positive testinony to prove connection or
an atteimpt atthe samie, eecile to be, to convimnce the jury that
hc gi was affiected witl gisonorrhiea; andi it was upon tins point

the case hinged, as mist have been applrenit to ali who attended
the trial. is fact, I weas so inforied by o:e of the jurors after
the (ecisioni. If iL lad boi fiily establisied that Mary Youngs
%vas affected wvith this disease, tIe jury wvouild certainfly have had
bs'ttcr reasoi to consClile that the prisoner liad cummniiiuicated the
disease to lier. 'Tie jury did not convic. M'Comuias because stains
werc fouiind upoi tise drawsers, resemsbling those made by seninal
flud, for the child had ah this tnie a dischargo froi the v'agina,
that fulily accounted ir tise stains ; ther did not find hii guilty

ioe supon the testimony of the child, f.-r she statei thlat she sat
upoin his !ap sideways, and iii no cther manner. ''ie jury must
have reasoieil in tihis way :-The gil1 sai upion thse ap of
liM'Comas ; she aftceir'ds secs attackcd i th gonorrhoa: therej'ore,
lie at Ipted te comuit a rape upon her, tnd the charge is sus'
ained.-Now, leaving out of viec the fate of the prisonier, ns well

as the justice or injustice of the verdiet, let us ask the question,
eain ansy hiyisiciai, iii a caso like ilis, giuided iy the bcst lights
ii theli profession, detersinse witih suesecrtainty as to enble huins
to testify in a court ofi jisstii'e, wiethser the d:s'se be gonrrhn
or inal catfa>rrh, of somise writers, (P' the c-pursulent dlis.
charge whichs yousnig girls are subject to froim a variety of causes 't

T'rial of Jouhn lamilan for Assansit, wviths intent ta Ravish.-
TestsfoPr the Semlinial F/uid.

Is the Ilîghs Court of Justieiary, at Esdiibîurghs, on Monday,
27ti Novcism r, 18,13, John Hamilton weas tried for the alterna-
tive crissnes of assault, weith iitent to ravish Elizabeth Braidwood,
a child under tie age of puuberty, and to the grievouts and severe
injury of lier iersonii ; or, of msing lew<d and indecent practises
towards the chluî, to the grievous and severe injury of lier person.

h'lie iijury lierc libelled on consisted in the communication of
gonorrha, wvith whichili the prissuser was aftected at the timse of
the ali'egcd omee.


