
OSLER-THE MASTER-WORD IN MEDICUNE.

and will join t-hat noble band of youthful martyr< who loved not their
lives to the death; others, perhaps the iost brilliant amiong you, like
imy old iriend and comrade, )iek Zimnermnan (how lie would have re-
joiced to sec t'his day!), the Eates will overtake and whirl to destruction
just as success seeus assured. Wiei the iniquity of oblivîon lias
blindly scattered lier poppy over us, sone of you will be the trusted
counsellors of this coinnunity, and the heads of departments in this
Faculty; while for the large majority of you, lut us hope, is reserved
the happiest and most useful lot given to.man-to become vigorou-,
whole-souled, intelligent general pr-actitioners.

It seems a bounden duty on such an occasion to he lionest and frank,
so 1 propose to tell yeu the secret of mîy life as i have seen the gane
played, and as 1 have tried to play it iyself. You reinember in one
of the Jungle Stories that when Mowgli wished to be avenged on the
villagers he could -only get the help of Ilathi and his sons by sending
them the master-word. This 1 propose to give you in the hope, yes,
in the full assurance, that sone of you at least will lay 'hold upon it
to your profit. Though a little one, the master-word looms large in
meaning. It is the open sesane to every portal, the great equalizer
in the world, the true philosopher's stone whicli transmutes all the
base metal of humanity into gold. The stupid mnan among you it
will niake briglit, the bright nan brilliant and the brilliant student
steady. With the magie word in your heart all things are poâsible,
and without it al study is vanity and vexation. The miracles of life
are with it; the blind sec by touch, the deaf hear wit.h eyes, the duqnh
speak with fingers. To the youth it brings hope, to the iiddle-aged
confidence, to the aged repose. Truc balm of hur, minds, in its pro-
sence the heart of the sorrowful is lightened and consoled. Ji is
directly responsible for aill advances in medicine during the past twenty-
five centuries. Laying hold upon it Ilippocrat-es niade observation and
science the warp and woof of our art. Galen so read its ineaning that
fifteen centuries stopped thinking atnd slept until awakened by the
De Fabrica of Vesalius, which is the very incarnation of the master-
word. With its inspiration Tarvey gave an impulse to a larger circula-
tion than he wot of, an impulse wlhirh we feel to-day. 1-Tunter sounded
all its heights and depths, and stands out in our history asone of the
great exemplars of its virtues. With it Virehoiv smote the rock and
the waters of progress gushed out; while in the hands of Pasteur it
proved a very talisman to open to us a new heaven in medicine and a
new earth in surgery. Not only has it been the touchstone of progress,
but it is the measure of success in every-day life. Not a men before
you but is beholden to it for his position here, while he who addresses
you bas that honour directly in consequence of having had it graven


