THE CANADIAN PHARMACEUTICAL JOURNAL. (f

in the purview of the House, and that it was
a private Bill,

Hon. Mr. Caneron said the Dentistry Bill,
the Medical Bil}, and the Law Society Bill,
had been considered public Bills, aud this
was of o cognate character,

Tho Bill was then read a second time, and
referred to a select committee, consistiig of
Mesars, Wood, Boulter, Baxter, Ryert,
Pardec, Matchett, Blake and the mover.

A meceting of the Committes has been ap-
pointed for Tuesday, the 17th inst., when
those gentlemen appointed by the Socicty
will be in attendance to answer such inquiries
or objections as may be advauced.

————————

THE SALE OF POISONS CASES.

After three or four wecks deliberation, the
Police Magistrate at length rendered his
decision in the cases of prosccution for
illegal sale of puison, and imposed on each of
the offenders a fine of twenty-five dollars and
costs. We understand that the druggists
intend to carry the matter before a highe
court, and as the evidence taken in the case
tried as a test, was in some points defective,
another casc has been brought up and pro-
ceeded with., We hope by the time the
appeal is made that the Pharmacy Bill, at pre-
sent before the Legislature, will have become

Iaw; =8, in that measure, the classification of-

“opium, and- its preparatfons, including
laudanum,” is such as to show, at once, their
true position in the category of poisons. 1t
will be remembered that these compounds
occupy a place on the secondwy list, which
includes those poisons not considered *dead-
ly.» This fact ought to have an influence,
should matters tiirn out as we anticipate, and
will undoubtedly affect fayorably, the legal
view of the case. ©

Tar apostolic injunction, * Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy
might,” is echoed in the following remarks,
which appears in an Amecrican paper, and
which we commend to the attention of both
employer and employed :—

¢ The servant, nan or woman, who be%ins
a negotiation for scrvice by'inquiring vi“m‘.
privileges are attached to the offcred situa-
tion, and whose encrgy is spent chiefly in
stipulations, and reservations, and conditions
dcsigned to * lessen the burden’ of the place,
will not be found worth the hiring. The
clerk whose last place' was ‘too hard for
him? has » poor introduction to anew sphere
of duty. There is only one spirit that ever
achieves & great success. Theman who sceks
only how to make himself raost uscful, whose
aim it is to render himaclf indispensable to
his ;m loyer, whose 12;101:1‘ beilng is :nxm%;d
with the purpose to ¢ largest possible
place in J:c walk assigned to him, has in the
exhibition of that spirit the guaranice of
success.  Ho, commands the situation, and
shall-walk in the light of prosperity all- his

days. On the other hand, the man who ac-
cepts the unwholesome advics of the dema-
goguo, and sceks only how little he fuay do,
and how ensy ho may render his place, and
not lose his employient altogether, is unfit
for service, and as soon us A supernumerary
is on the fist, he becomes disengaged as the
lcast valuable to his empluyers, The man
who is afraid of doing tvo much is near
akin tohim who secks ta db nothing, and was
begot in the same fanily ; they are neither
of them in the remotest degree a blood rela-
tion to the man whoeso willingness to do
everythiug possible to his touch places him
at the head of the active list.”

T

EDITORIAL SUMMARY,

Detection of Chloral Alcoholate in the
Hydrate.

In a communication to the Pharmuceutical
Journal, of London, Mr. Umney alludes to
the substitution of alcholate of clitoral for
hydrate. As the former product can be sold
at a much lower rate than the latter, it has
already found its way into commerce, but
not only is it inferior in chlorn.l value, but
Dr. Leibreich aascrts that its medicinal pro-
perties are quite dissimilar to those of the
hydrate. Mr. Uniney suggests the follow-
ing method for determining the value of
commercial samples :—For testing the hy-
drate, take 500 grains of the salt, and dis-
solve in about one ounce of distilled
waters; transfer to a 1000-grain graduated
tube, and make up the measure of the solu-
tion to 700 grain measures ; to this add svlu-
tion of caustic ammonia, (-891) wntil the
whole measures 1000 grains. Agitate ; im-
merse the tube in warm water, to assist in
the reaction, and set aside fir twelve hours.
Upon examination, the fluid will be found to
have perfcctly separated into two layers, the
lower being chloroform, (from fine speci-
mens of the hydrate nearly colorless), the
upper, a decp shercy-colored solution of
formiate of ammonia. The volume of the
chloroform layer should not be less than 235
urain-measures, which, calculated at the sp.
gr. of chloroform (1-497), would give 351-7
grains by weight, 2 quantity cqual to about
70 per cent. (70-3) of the chloral compound
employcd. Tho alcoholate is tested in a
similar manuer.  In this case the chiloroform
layer will be about 200 grain-mcasures, or
by weight 209 grains, an cquivalent of about
G0 per cent. by weight (59'8) of the chloral
alcohovlate.  Such a difference, it must be
apparent, is of great importance, as the phy-
aiological action of chloral is principaily due
to its transformation into chloroform in the
blood. An cye accustemed to the rate of so-
lution of the hydrate in water can svon detect
the alcoholate by its much less solubility.
The hydrate in detachied crystals, resembling
crystals of sulphatc of magucsia, is a much
more soluble form than the ordinary hydrate

in masses ; it will also produce upon decom-
position with ammonia 70 per cént. by weight
of chiloroform. The difference in the boiling.
point of the hydrate (95° Cent.) and of the
alcoholate (116° Cent.) is alone almost and-
ficient to cnable the pharmacist to give with
accuracy ane opinion upon the purity of any
chloral hiydrate.
——e e e,

The Microscope in Pharmacy.

Dr. Hule (Am. Journal of Microscopy), in
speaking of the valuc of the microszope to
the pharmacist, says that the deterioration
to which many drugs are subject by being
long kept may, in a great number of in-
stances, be traced to the agency of animal-
culte. In speaking of fungi he remarks :—

Unless the preserved substance can be
kept absolutely free from moisture, its sor-
face, and even its deepest interior, will be-
come infected with fungi, that moro or less
rapidly destroy the integrity of its tissues,
until the preparation made therefrom is use:
less as & medicinal agent. The leaves of
Atrope Belladonue, the sceds of the Conium
Mactletum, and vavious other powerful nar-
cotic and poisonous substances, are probably
rendered inert by the destructive processset
up in their interior by fungi which obtain
access to them, .

These injurious changes are not discover-
able tv the unaided vision. It is notoricus
that the most carefully prepared tinctures
aud extractsof certain drugs arc sometimesde-
void of medicinalpower. it hasbeen supposed
that certain volatile constituents escape from
tHe substances from which sach tinctures are
prepared 5 but of this we have no certain

woof. Why is it that the leaves of bella-

onna may in some instances be kopt for
years, and at the end of that period bo capa-
ble of yielding a reliable preparation, while
other specimens, when kept only a few
months, ave worthless? It must be because
of some destructive process going on in the
substance, which cannot be discovered with
the naked eye.

In some of my experimenmts with the micro-
scope, I have been able to detect the utter
worthlessncss of the the leaves of belladonna
aund digitalis. In place of the healthy tissue,
a mass of fungi appeared to monopolize the
place. A thin section of the Toot of acouite,
placed under a low magnifying power, has
revealed the presence of such a quantity of
fungi as to render the specimen worthless for
the pharmacist. In othcr cases the substance
of thervot examined would befound destroyed
by some insect, which had left only thedebris
of the tissne it had digested or destroyed in
its migrations. Tho pharmacist should first
learn to recognize the natural healthy ap-
pearance, under the microscope, of all the
vegetable substances he works upon ; then
lie should subject a spécimen of every snb-
stance he ({m:para o a carcful examination,
and if he discovers the presence of vegetable
or aniinal parasites, such substance should
be rejected.  The world is fiooded with inert
nicdicinal preparations,  Doultless many
such preparations are made weathless by im-
proper mcthods of manufactures. but it is
my opinion that in many instances their
worthicssness is duc to the fact that the sub-
stances used have been injured by certain
agencies which could have been discoverad
by the intelligent use of the microscope.



