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in the purview of the House, and that it was
a private Bill.

Hon. Mr. Caineron said the Dentistry Bill,
the Medical Bill, and the Law Society Bill,
had been considered public Bills, and this
was of a cognate character.

The Bill was then ritad a second tinie, and

referred ta a select coamittee, consistit g of
Mesars. Wood, Boulter, Baxter, ly.<ert,
Pardee, Matchett, Blake and the niover.

A inceting of the Comîuuittec lias been ap-
pointed for Tuesday, the l7th inst., when
those gentlemen appointed by the Society
will be in attendance to answer such iiiqufiesi
or objections asmay be advauced.

THE SALE OF POISONS CASES.

After three or four wecks deliberation, the
Police Magistrate at length rendered bis
decision in the cases of prosecution for
illegal sale of poisan, and imposed on each of
the offenders a fine cf twienty-five dollars and
costs. We understand that the druggists
intend to carry the matter befora a highe.
court, and as the evidence taken in the case
tried as a test, was in smue points defective,
another case has been brought up and pro.
ceeded with. We hope by the tite the
appeal is made that thePharmacy Bill, at pro-
sent before the Legislature, will have beconie
lavi as, in that measure, the classification of
4 opium, asd- its prepaùstións,' including
lairdanum,'t in stch as ta show, at once, tleir
truc position in the category of poisons. It
will be remembered that these compoinds
occupy a place on the sedôniary list, which
incudes those poisons notconsidcred "dead-
ly." This fact ought ta have an infuence,
ahould matters tira out as we anticipate, and
will undoubtedly affectfavorablv, the legal
view of the case.

Tan apostolic injuiction, "Whatsoever
thy hanm imdeti ta do, do it with aU thy
iniglht," ln echoed iu the following remarxks'
-whicht appears in an Americai paper, and
which we comlimend ta the attention cf bath
employer and employed:--

"The servant, man or woniaîn, who beins
a negotiation for service by inquiring bat
privileges are attached ta t offered ' a-
tien, and whose energy is spent chiefliy in
stipulations, and reservations, and conditions
designed ta 'lessen the burden' of the place,
wll net be found worth the hiring. The
clerk whose last place- was 'to hard for
him' bas a pour introductionto anew sphere
of duty. There is only one spirit that ever
achieves a greatauccess. Thoman who seeks
ouly how to male himself most useful, whtose
aim it in ta render hinself indispensable to
lais employer, whose whole being is animated
with theurpose ta fill the largest possible
place in e walk assigned to him, has in the
exliibition of that spirit the guarantee of
succens. Ho. coinumads the stuation, and
shal-alkin the light C piesperity al lis

days. On the other hand, the man wio ac-
cepts the unwholesome advice of the deia-
gogua, and seeks only how littl lie ouay dl,
aîîd how easY lia îîîay ratîder his place, and
not lse lits employmrent altogetier, is uifit
for service, and as soon as a supermînmerary
is on the list, he becomîes disengaged as the
least valitablo ta his cuiployers. Tite zuan
wla is afraid of doing tue iuclh is near
akii ta him who seels to d6 nothing, and was
begot in the samne fanily ; they ar neitiher
of thein in the renotest degree a blood rela-
tion ta the ian whose wilbnlîlugness to do
everything possible te his touci places him
at the hîead of the active list."

EDITORIAL SUMMARY,

Detotion or Chloral Acoholate in the
Hydrate.

In a conmmuication te the Phannaceitical
Journal, of Londoi, Mr. Umney alludes to
the substitution of alcltolate of chlorai for
hydrate. As the fortuer product can be sold
at a much lower rate than the latter, it lias
already found its way into commerce, but
not only is it inferior in chlor.1 value, but
Dr. Leibreich aaserts that its medicinal pro-
perties are quite dissinlar ta those of the
hydrate. Mr. Unmncy suggests the foUllow-
ing nethod for determuining the value of
commercial samples :-For testing the hy-
drate, take 500 grains of the salt, and dis-
solve in about one ounce of distilled
water,; transfer ta a 1000-grain graduated
tube, and make up the measure of the solu-
tion to 700 grain measures ; te this add soun
tion of caustic ammonia, ( 891) until the
whole measures 1000 grains. Agitato; in-
merse the tube in warm water, to assist in
the reaction, ad set aside f ar twelve hours.
Upon examination, the fluid will be found ta
have perfectly separated into two layers, the
lower being cloroforni, (from fine speci-
mens of the hydrate nearly colorless), the
upper, a deep sherry-colured solution of
formiate of aiuionia. The volume of the
chloroform layer should not be less than 235
grain-measurs, awhich, calculated at the sp).
gr. of chloroform (1.497), would give 351.7
grains by weiglt, a quantity equal ta about
70 per cent. (70.3) of ic chloral compouînd
employed. Tho alcoiolate is tested im a
similar manner. In thlis case the chloroform
layer will be about 200 grain-ieasures, or
by weight 299» grains, an equivalent of about
GO per cent. by weighit (598) of the chloral
alcoholate. Such a difference, it must be
apparent, is of great importance, as the phy-
siological action of chloral is principally due
to its transformation into chloroforni in the
blood. An eye accustemed te the rate of so-
lutionof the hydrate in water csn soon detect
the alcoholate by its much less solubility.
The hydrate in detacled crystals, resembling
crystals of sulphafte of magnesia, in a much
more soluble form than the ordinary hydrate

in iasses ; it wili also produce ipon decoi-
position witi aiioia 70 per cent. by weight
of chloroform. Tie difference in the boilinig-
point of the hydrate (95 0 Cent.) and of the
alcoholate (116 o Cent.) is alone almost suf-
ficient to enable the pharnacist ta give with
accuracy an opinion tpoin the purity of any
cnloral hydrate.

The Microscope la Pharmacy.
Dr. Hale (Ain. Journ«l of Microscopy), iu

speaking of the value of the nicros:ope to
the pharnacist, says that the deterioration
ta which niany drugs are subject by being
long kept may, in a great nuiber of in-
stances, b traced ta the agency of animal-
culai. lit gpeakit:îg of fungi lie reitiarla:

Unles tle praesrvcd subtance can b
kept absolutely free front mtîoistuire, its sur-
face, and even its deepuest interior, will be-
come iufected with faugi, that muoro or les
rapilly destroy the integrity of its tissues,
until the preparation made therefrom ls use-
less as a mnedicinal agent. Thte laves of
Atropnt Belladomnui, the seeds of the Coiîum
Maecul«tum, and various other powerful nar-
catic and poisonous substances, are probably
rendered inert liy the destructive process'set
up in their interior by fungi which obtain
access to then.

These injurions chàngcs are net discover-
able tu the unaided vision. It is notoricus
tliat dia mnt carefully prepared tinctures
aud extractsof certain drugs ara sometiunsde-
voidofnmedicinalpower. Ifhasbeensupposed
that certain volatile constittientsescape froa
the substances from, which such tinctures are
prepxred ; but of this WC have no certain
proof. Why, is it that the leaves of bella-
donna imay lm somte instances be kept for
years, and at the end of thatperiod be capa-
ble of yielding a reliable preparation, while
other specimens, when kept only a few
months, are worthless 1 It must be because
of saine destructive process going on in the
substance, which cannot be discovered with
the naked eye.

lI smnie of my experimients with the micro-
scope, I have been able to detect the utter
worthlessness of the the leaves of beladonmià
and digitalis. l place of the healthy tissue,
a mass of fungi appeared ta munopolize the
place. A thin section ~f the root of acouite,
placed mdnder a low nmagnifyinàg power, has
revealed the presence of such a quantity of
fungi as ta render the specimnen worthless for
the pharmacist. In other cases the substance
of the root exauined would be fnund destroyed
by soine imsect, which had left only the <k&riz
of the tissue it had diigested or destroyed in
its migrations. The phannacist should first
learn to recognize the natural icaltby ap-
pearance, unîder the nicroscope, of ail the
vegetable substances he works uapon ;then
hie should subject a spécimen of every snb-
stance he preparcs ta a careful examination,

ad if ue discovers the presence of rcgetable
or animal parasites, such substance sbould
be rejected. The world is flooded with inert
mcicinal preparations. Doubtless many
such preparations are made wethlcss by un-
proper mcthodas f maufacfure but it is
my opinion that lu nmany instances their
worthlessness is due to the fact that the sub-
stances uscd have been mnjurnd by certain
agencies which could have been discovered
by the intelligent use of the microscope.


