THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

NIy STy

Riind die? in whdt condition do they de-
Rpart 2 but, “Howrare the dead nxtsep vy ?
Bird with what body do-thoy come ¥

RAllow’ tho sacred Setiptures to furnish the

B-oply, and the bolicver of tho record will
@8:cjoico in tho assurance, that in the resur-
W :cction universal humanity sholl walk forth
Bin thotbenuty of ‘holiness, reteemed and
- genorated by the quickening spirit oi the
Riiving God.

AT

ROESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED.

«The Lord preserveth all them that
ove him ¢ but all the wicked will be de-
R:1r0y.

ul*orasmuch then as the children are

Rpartakers of flesh and blcod, he also him-

self likewise took partof the same; that

Biirough death ho might destroy him that

Miad the power of death, that is, tho dev-

The true meaning of the word destroy

Wis to demolisti, and as Webster says, to

epumto the parts of a thing which are

Bnccossany to constitute that thing ; to kill,
Bsloy, annibitate.  Like. othor words, it is.

Bemployod by the Divine writors bothin
Bits fivst ‘and sccondary, or accommoded
Esonse. It is said in Hosea, ¢O Israel thou
Ehas destroyed thyself; but in Me s thine

Ehelp.” IHosea 13.9. Thatis, as a zeo-

¥olc or nation they had become destroyed
Rby thoir own follyfand wickedness.
In the Psalm alluded to, inour judg-

fment, the woid destcoy wmay have the

fmeaning of either natural death, or general
Rruin in respect to temporal blessings and
Bspiritual.  We 'know that the *word is ap-
Bplied to the wicked in different parts of the
BBible in both senses ; but destruction does
Bnot imply future torment.  Whena wick-
8od man is destroyed in tho sense of death,
Bhe-ceases to bo a wicked man ; when de-
Wstroyed thus, ho is no longerthe individu-
falhe was.  Paulgpeaks of the destruction
fol'a person when he ailudes to the separa-
fiion of tho spirit from thp flesh, thus :—
f« T'o deliver such an onc unto Satan for
tthe destruction of the flesh, that "the spirit
ymay be saved in the day of the Lord Jes-
fus.” A man 'may destroy his encruies
@by -making them his friends ; that is, by
Jkivd-acts and words.

R The destruction of the devil, isa differ-
Rent matter.  We have no account in the
RBible of his resurrection ; but the prinei-
ple however of ovil, which-is personified
fand called the devil, is to have an end.
HThe fact is certified by the different forms
fof speech ; es for example, it afirmed 1n
Ballusion to Christ thata time is appointed
when transgression shall bo finished, sin
brouglit to an end, and everlasting right-
cousness brought in. Sin, and the cause
of sinare carthly and temporary ; anditis
one of the principal objects of Jesus to de-
stroy the devil and his works; but itis
no-where written that they shall have o re-
surrection in the immortal state. The
Eword destruction therefore, when applied
io them, must have its proper meaning,
cessation of existence or anuihilation, Of
man it is taught that be shall live again—
not as a sinful being, for as such he will
Yo destroyed; and come forth to a newness
of lifo, being delivered from the “bondage
of corruption into. tho glorious liberty of
the children of God,”

Destruction and destroy never, in the
ible, have tho meaning of endless misery.
hoso words do not afford the slightest
ound for arny such doctrine pand the

‘meaning usually attathed to them'by or-
thodox divires is wholly assumed—it is
forcetl upon them in violation of bibical,
philological and tommon sense rules. [Bive
mo the same liberty they tako; it mo
put my own cansteuction upon words} and
attach to thom the meaning I choose, 4nd I
will bo able to prove any doctrino orithe-
ory truo from the Biblo. In this waytho
wildest scheme in the world may bo njado
to pass for truth. The Bible howevd, is
its own best interpreter.—[Star.
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PAINE'S IN CONSISTENCIESl

Dear Brother :—1 herewith tmnsmii to
you some of Thomas Puine’s incons'isti)n-
cies—gleaned from his Age of Reasorj—
which, if you soe fit, please insert in{ho
Star. ,

I quote from Mendom’s edition, Boston,
1845. Onpago 30, he says, Christ “ vyjas
a virtuous and aun amiabie man. The
morality he preached: and practiced, vas
of the most benevolent kind,--hus not b ien
exceeded by any.” j

Pogo81. “That such a person as ,&0-
sus Christ existed, and that hie,was cryei-
fied, which wes the mode of executior at
that day, are historical relations stricjly
within the limits of probability. He preach-
ed mostexcelent morality, and the equality
of man; but he preached also against the
corruption and avarice of the Jewish
Priests and this brought upon him the
hatred and vangeance of the whole priest-
hood.” '

“He says further, “between the Romans
and the Jetvs this virtuous reformer and re-
volutionist Jost his life.” On pages 146,
and 147, quoting the sermon on the Mount,
“If a man smite thee on thy right check
turn to him the other also ; it is assassinat-
ing the dignity of fordearance, and sink-
ing man into aspaniel. Loving enemies
is another dogma of feigned morality, and
has, besides, no meaning. For my own
part, I disown the doctrine and consider it
usfeigned or a fabulous morality.” And
yet he admits Christ to be the most virtu-
ous man that ever lived, by reason of Lis
henevolent morality ; and at the same
time he was only an allegorical charactes,
and his morality hypocritical and fabulous,
as we will show on page232. Speaking
of the four gospels he says: “Asitisim-
possible the wisdom of God should err, so
itis impossible those books should have
been written by divine inspiration, our be-
liefin God and his unering wisdom fordids
usto believe it.  As for myself I feel re-
ligiously happy in tie total disbelief of
it.”

And yetho has admitted Christ’s good-
ness and gcatness from the same authority
he (otally disbelieves it. Oh cossistency
thou art a jewel,” and “shame where is
thy blush.””  And now you who believe
the “Ago of Réason” to be a better book
than the New Testament, listen to what
your Savior and Apostle says about Christ's
life sud death, and the application of the
Old Testamant prophecies by the avangel-
iststo the Savior. On page 236 hear him :
“Those repeated forgeries and falsifications
creato & well founded suspicion that all
the cases spoken concerning the person
called Jesus Christ are made cases on pur-
pose to lug in, and that -clumsily, some
broken sentences fromthe Old Testanient,
and apply as prophecies of those cases ;

and that %0 far from his being tho Son of

God, he did not exist oven as a man—that
he is merely an: imaginary or allegoricnl
character, as Apolle, Hercules, Jupiter,
and all the deities -of antiquity wero.
There is no history written at the timo
Jesus Clirist is said to have lived, that
speaks of the existenco of sucha person,
evenes aman.”

Now, the fact of his existerce, the doct-
aines o ;preached. and the mannor of his
«death, are all admitted by Pain on pages
30 & 81, as above quoted ; for if his admis-
sions are good authority, the fact s estab-
lished beyond successtul contradiotion on
page 290, Hear Iam once more: “Tho
fable of Christ and his Apostles, which is
aparady on the sun and the twelve signs
of Zodeac, copied from the ancient rolig-
ions of the oastern world is the least, hurt-
ful part.”  Such testimony as this would
bo ruled out of any common court of
justioo ; and further, I forbear 1 shall now
make somo other quotations yor the bonefit
‘of the orthodox whosay that Universalists
are Deists, and show that Pain and them-
selves are second on the faith of rewards
-and punishments aiter death, in astate of
immeruality.

On page 249 : 1 have said in the first
part of the Age of Reasen, that «T hope
for happiness after this life.” This hope
is comfortable to me, and I presume notto
go beyond the comfortable ider of hope
with respect to a futura state.”

See page 250: “My own opinion is'
that those whose lives have been spent in
doing good, and endeavoring to mako their
fellow mortals happy, (for this is the only
way we can serve God,) will be happy
hereafter, and that the wicked will meet
deathsome punishment. ‘This is -y opin-
ion ; it is consistent with my idea of God's
justice, and with the reason God has given
mo.”” Iwould also say in conclusion, see

asimilar declaration on page68.  ~.c
—Starin the West,
ENGLISHH CLERGYMAN CON-
VERTED.

It seems from the late advices, that a
clerzyman in England has been converted
to the views entertained by Rev. Hosea
! Ballou. -We gleun our fucts trom the
¢ Christian Messenger. New  York.—
The correspondent of the ¢ Messenger’
makes the following extract from the * Bath
Journal’ [English] :— .

* Dissenters® Dirrerexces. —-The
breeze stirrea up by the Cheltenham train-
ing School, wlich has lately been agitat-
ing the two scctions of Churchmen, has
scarcely subsided, wren a squall arices a-
mong & portion of the dissenting commun-
ity. Mr John P. Ham, the officiating
minister of Lodge- treet Chapel, hias lately
been propounding from ks pulpit some o-
pinions respecting the futere destinies of
man, it the course of which lie is under-
stood to have questioned the existence of a
state of future punishment. These opin
ions, though lield to be very consoling and
very comforting by u majoiity of the con-
gregation, have Leen pronounced heiero-
dox by the Trustees of tiic Chapel, who
have conveyed an intimation to that effec:
to Mr. Ham, In gccordance with that in-
timation, Mr. Ham has resigned his situa-
tion rather thun remain in the ¢house of
bondage,’ as he calls his late Chapel, and
has engaged the Albert-rooms, where he
commenced preachibg on Sunday morn-
ing. baving been followed by adout 400
individuals, including some of the deacons
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andmany ‘heads’ of the Lodge-strant con-
igregation.’ .

Theso viewa Rov. Mr, Ham has gained
from reading the works -o° Rev. Hosea
Ballou, of Boston. Tha correspondent of
the ‘Messengor’ states,w—

‘By later advices I sco ho has Father
Ballow’s works, and maintains the viows
sot forth in them. Hois represented .asn
great Biblical scholar, nossessing extraor-
dinary powersasa preacher, and unusual-
ly respected and beloved as a private citi-
zen. | have not asyet learncd to what de-
nomination he formerly belonged. But
sufficoitto say, ho lias rojocted the hogrid
doctrino of endless misery.?

—

—~

RELIGION OF CONVICTS.

The ¢Gospel Banner,’ printea in Au-
gusta, Mo, says,—~‘Of the convicts in the
Thomaston State prison, the greatest num-
‘bor profess to believe in Methodism—~the
noxt largest are Free-Will Baptists,—
Thero are but three Congregationalists,
about the same number of Baptists, wmore
Episcopalians, and several R. Catholics.
There is but one who professesto believe
in Universalism.—Lrumpet.

ENDLESS MISERY AND SELF-
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Many of those who believe in a future
hell of torment, taunt us with being irze.
ligious v.hile they arrogate to themselves
an extra share of piety. “We are the
sainls”—*we believe in future misery, and
are therefore the ‘better portion’ of the re-
ligious world.”  1fall thisis not saidin so
many words, it 15 repeated a thousand
times a month in some form, indirectly it
may be.

Now these self rightcousness people
should remember thatthe worst people on
the'earth believe in future torments. The
pagan v.orld bdieve in them—so diy the
Mahammedans, the ferocious Arabs arm
Tarks—the Roman Catholics in Spain,
Mexico, and brutal Austria. Ninety-nine
out of every hundred of convicts in the
State Prisons have firm foith ia them. ‘I'he
old Tnquisitors were great advocates for a
future hell ; and so were the Jewss who
murdered Jesus Christ 3 the men who
nailed him to the cross! The ancient
Pharisces enjoyed the same precious (?)
foith—men who were covered with self”
righteousress as with a garment.  We
have the bast orthedox authority for saying
that more than fifty wullions of people
were put W a cruel death for heresy, by
zeajoas advocates of future misery.

In view of all these facts, tsitnot exhib.
iting tho very cssence of self-rignteousness
to talx of the superior piety of this ¢class on
the grouni- referred to, and of the. immo-
rality of Universalists because thoy are not
aaid of Tuure torntents 2 We say to
them, Look at home 7 Look at the blood
spilt, tie misery produced, and the crurl-
ties practiced by those ofyour own fusth.
and if shame does not mantle vour chocks
it is because you are past 'fceling.—-[ibid.

¢« Unitersalisis do not beleve in a hell.
—That wedo not believe in dn endless
dell is very true. But we believe in all
the hell taught in the Bible. We also be-

lieve that there is no hell-taughit in the -

Bihle but what is destincdto bedestro- -
edi—Unt, bk. ref. '



