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from bis nation and becoming an exile forever from ail that lie ever lield
dear and sacred. And, in truth, so it is. If such bc bis own condemna-
tion, liow niuchi severer must that be of lis countrymen ! It is a frowning
wvor1d lie must always afterward face vihen once this stop is taken. Compan-

ions, relatives, and kindred wvill look upon hin "'as an ingrate wretdh wlio,
following the leading of outside barbar.iins, lias turned bis baek on bis
country, bis clan, and lis own fainily, on the father whvlo begot him, on
tlie mother wvho bore him, and therefore deserves Wo forfeit ail share in the
paternal estate, and to be an outcast on the face of the earthi."

Thus one inay realizo ivliat it costs to beconie a Christian ia China;
wvhat unconditional surrendor means ; wvhat a glorious v'ictory the cross bas
-won in every such concession. When a Chinaman las severed this link
that bas bound him enslaved to idolatry and heathen superstition and the
dead past, it is clearly througch the wvorl: of the Holy Ghost wrought
in lis soul ; that the divine -%ork is complote, and that bis life forever
after is linked with Christ and the glorions future, even eternal life by
t h1e Son of God.

TUIE WTORSHIP 0F HIEAVEN BY TIHE CHINESE EMPEROR.

BY A. P. HAPPER, M.D., D.D.

On Decembor 2lst there is annually celebrated in Peking one of the
most remarkable religions E-crvices of the world. On the morning of that
day the Emperor of China, as tIc vicegerent of heaven for thec Government
of China, and as the high-priest of tho Chinese nation, worships the
Heaven god in the presence of sorne two thousand of bis grandees and offi-
cors at the altar to Heaven. An outrance Wo thc park in which thik altar
is located is no longer periinitted. Tourists visiting Peking cannot obtain
access Wo it, and luenco no description of these grounds or of this wvorship
is sent Wo the papers. Perbiaps somo account of these ceremonies, corn-
piled from notes made during a visit Wo Peking in 1878, would be inter-
csting to the readers of thc RrVIEW.

Heaven, regarded as a divinity, is the patron god of the Chinose Em-
pire. Heavon appoints the rulor. Thc distinctive titie of the omporor is
"HIleaven's son." Only the emperor ean worship at the imperial altar to
Heavon. The timne and place of this worship, tle- cerernonies and offor-
ings and the prayers and the music connectod wvith it are ail prescribed in
thc impecriai statutes, and nuay not 'bc iii the ieast mnodified. Thc time
is at the -%vinter solstice. The place is at thc aitar iu the southeastern
part of the patrk. Thc parkz is in the southoastern part of the City of
Peking. It comiprises some five hundred acresR, and it is four-square.
It is surroundod by a ]îigh brick wall. It is divided into tluree parts
by walls running north and south. The western division is planted with
cypress trocs in rows. The entrance Wo the park is on the west aide, by an


