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well letter froni Pliny Fisk. And hoe -,ttempted to answer it. As lie
reachied the last page of his reply, like a flashi of lighitniig the trut]i
struck him. Ho saw thiat hoe was arguing against Ilis own reasoil aild
conscience and opposing the Iliglier teaching of the divine Spirit. le
was iutollectually hionest, and, seei-ng Iiimself in error, )Vas candid
enougli to acknowledge it and surrender Ilimself to his convictiors.
The heart makes tIe theology, and lis heart gave up the rcbelliolis
attitude ivhicl had led lm to depart from tlic living God. Hie dareà
to say that hoe saw himiself in error and openly forsook it. The Patri.
arcltried persuasion. Ho wrote Ilim patria-rch.al episties, and senit]hlm
enticing, and thon maudatory messages ; hoe promised hiim officia<ilpo
motion, hoe sougbt to bribe his conscience to compromise iviti blis con-
victions; then lio thrcatened liim witli excommunication and ail thle
terrors of tho Cl1urch's indignation. But it ivas all in vain.

Ho souglt to wvin and to warn him by personal interviews, but in-
effectually. Thoen Asaad Sllidiak-s marriage centract was iuld
but even against the begruilements of wornan's love, the convert provcd
lieroically steadfiast. Twventy of his relatives conspire against hini, aInd
by force deliver hMn into thoparirc' hands, and by thID pat.riarhi
ho -ise castinto prisoni. Ho is con fi ned to a celi, loaded ivitil cblaiuis, and
tortured daily withî cruel scourgings. The people arc allowcd to visit

i. to revile and moek hlm, a-nd to spit lu lis face as thley haû ddonc
withlihs Master beforelhim. Hlis own kindred joined inithis cruel per-
secution, and not onfly would not interpose to scuro his release, buIt
opposed it.

Once they led Asaad Shidiak ont of his dungeon and placed before
lm an image of tlue Virgin to be kissed by hlm in token of blornage

and recantation of error. The alterlnatiïe 'vas a vessel of burning
coals. Hoe chose tIe burning coals, prossed thîem to his lips, aui with
a scorchied and blackened moutl returncd to lis cell. At leugtl thley
built -up entirely around hiim a wall, leaving but a small aperture
thirougçl whi'icl lie could get breath, and througli whicli thcy could pass
lm enough food to kcep Iiim alive, and so proloug the sufferiugs of

the starving man. lus body wasted and became a skeleton, but ]lis
mind wvas invincible. lUis liroie spirit defied theni to break thie cord
of love thiat bouud.l hlm- to liis Lord. They killedl tie body, but liter
that ladl no more thiat thiey could do ; and before that body gave up
tIc ghost, Asaad Shidiak, tlie Maronite martyr, liad provcdl to thlem
that tliey could not subdue tIc spirit of one whom thc Lord iad ied
into tIc cicar higlit of is own trutu anidthe fehlowvslip of His delr Son).
Syria liad once more sealed with martyr's blood tho testiiinoii of
Jesus 1


