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Mthis ntiniber the Past, designated by thie synibal '96,

VV like many ather unfortuate and ta*be-pitied periads of

timie, is now no more. This remark, is iiot c-ccasjoned by the pessi-
miistic follies and fiallaries of the day but by a frequent repetitian ai

thc wvell knlown Latin caup)let lhim loqýtdmiiuir tuqerit invidia aetas
eurie diemn. Witli nuch, regret, therefore, we chronicle the decease

of that agied and decrepid genitlemiani--thie Old Year of '96. Whle

lie hiad rnany faults and wvas often t00 hasty, a disposition wve presuile
inblerited froin bis liredecessors, yet onîe %vauild be at loss ta find a mare

,cheery and amiable comnpanion. Fis varions faibles and petty affecta-

tions were anly natural and at bis expected deatb, ta the suirprise af

aIl, no mentian w~as made %vlatever ta those w~ho liad sa unkindly de-

serted iiii bis aid age. \Vith respect ta the New Year Of '97 we
have littie ta say except that lie is a boisterouis, rollickingr Volngster

rejoicing iii his newv-found streiigth. Lest, bawever, be -zhould be dis.

plIeased at aur unseninig levity and l)ropitiate tîndu e misfortune -with

disaster we crave bis pardon and patronage and extend ta aur sub-
--crihers thîe goodl-wisbies of the X'ear.

'rherc are as mn rnis-couce ptions of Art as there are people

wbvio profess ta bc artists. If one is asked ta define Aýrt wvho lias been

bred upan principles of moirality hie wvill invariably define il ini ternis

of morality. If ane is askcd ta define Art wblo bias notbing in isi b

but pbilosophy lie will invariably define it in. ternis ai philosophy.

'le truth is that the fürtber you get away fromnioralitv and phiioso-

phy thîe nearer you get ta Art. I.t is flot necessary thiat a painting
sbiould teach or even contain an iinivcrsal triali ta be judged vort]by of

lie critics lîraise. If a p0ciii conforis ta the recogniized canons of


