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riglit of personal liberty.-2. The neglect of appropriate efforts to deliver the slave
as speedily as practicable from the féarfLîl liabilities to vhich lie is exposed ivhile
still held in legal bondage.-3. The exaction of services without any juzit or ade-
quate compensation.-4. The buying or Eelling of 8l4xes fur gain.-5. The separa-
tion of famnilies, and the practical abrogation of the marriage relation.-6. Tho
exercise of cruelty towards slaves in the iction of punishiment, and the laying
on of grievous burdens.-7. Neg'ect of the spiritual interests of the slave, and
especially of tliat careful instruction in the Word of God, to which he is eutitled.

IlAny one of these facts involves, in our judgrnent, a breach of the great re-
quirement, ' Thou shaît love thy neiglibour as tlîycelf.' * And it is
with deep regret that we now discover tlîat a portion of the Churcli at the South,
lias so far departed from the established doctrine of tlîe Church in relation to
Slavery, as to maintain tlîat ' it is an ordinatnce of God,' and that the systein of
Slavery existing in these United States is Scriptural and right. Against this new
and aiarming doctrine we feel constrained to bear our solemn testimony. It is at
var with the whole spirit and tenor of -the Gospel of love and good vill, as welI as
abhorrent to the conscience of tlîe Christian tvorld. We can have no sympathy or
fellowship 'with it; and we exhort all our people to eschew it as a serlous and per-
nicions error."#

The minority gave in a protcst, in which they deciare tTtiat the South is, by this
deed, -virtually exciaded fromn the Assembly ; and they have issued an address con-
templating a new organisation. The following is a portion of that document:

"Apart front the disastrous consequences resulting froin the agitation of the sub-
ject of Slavery in tlîe Genera1 Assembly, destroying, as it does, our peace, keeping
us in a state of excitement uxîfavorable to spiritual growvth, and paralyzing our
efforts to ndvance the cause of the Redeemer through the channel of our admirable
systeni of government,-we consider that the AssemDly bas so fur departed froni
the Constitution of the Clîurch, as to render our adlîerence to it undesiraule nnd
impossible. Hlaving protested repeatedly against this agitation, and finiing that
our brethren are detertnined to continue it, we bave deliberately and prayerfully
corne to the conclusion, that, however pninful it may lie to us, the gooct of the
Churcli, and of the country, requires a se-èaration froin thent. We shaîl hold our
brethren, wtho have disturbed our pence by the introduction of ibis vexed question
into our judicatories, as alone responsible ('or the consequences of this division.

IlWith these convictions as to the necessiry of n separation f'rom our once united
and beloved Zion, the only question that reninins for us now to settle, pertains to
tlîe mIode of separation. The undersigned are satibfied that but one course is ieft
to us-and tlîat is, to invite aIl Constitutional Presbyterians in tlîe land, who are
opposed to the agitation of Slavery iii the Geueral Assembiy, to unite in an organi-
zation in ivbicb this subjeet thall le utteriy eschiewcd. W'e do flot rcstrict our ia-
vita7ion to the Southern churches. WVe wish to have a National Church-tlîat is, a
Chiurch, tlîe constituent parts of whicî îviil corne froîn every section of tlîe Union.
Holding tb the saine Confession of Faith, we shail have a commun basis as to
D~octrine and Governrent-azd an understandirîg that, hove-ver -%ve miay differ in
our views resecting Slavery, thA subject is neyer to bce introduced into the Assent-
biy, cither b.y ýorthern or Southern maen,-unlesýs, indcd, judicial cases are
brought up regularly from the lover courts.

"The undersigned, therefore, would invite ail Presbyterians, front ail sections
of the country, to ineet in Convention ia the City of Washington, on the 27th day
of Augaqt, 18357, for the purpose of cousultation, and of organizing a General
Assembly, in wlîich, it wiIl be distinctly underbtood, the subject of Slavery ivill not
bo introduced. Wýc 1 rop.'qe this course, insteadi of organizing an Assembly at once,
as being due to thîe Presbyteries ive represent."1

The opinion lias been expressed, tiîat cre long the Presbyterians of both the New
and Old School in the South ivill unite into a Soutlîern Assetnbly, and that a bimilar
arrangement wiill take place in the North. It is deeply to bo regretted that the
Old Sclinol occupies so di!sieputable, and, in oui judgment, so sinful, a position la
reference to Slavery.


