
4 MRCURE AT TIIE OPEIIG OP DIVINITY hIALL.

capableorni sîi l litiîî Il yeti short coin nunications. It wouild ho wcl ior thein
to try tlîQir powîs aid m-11o kows what of natiV2 talenît iighit tlîus ho
elichtd ? lf aIl will put thocir shonîdor tu tho iil, ini the varionsipîeesc
-11î2tainin- tie iii.agîîzilio, as2suredly iL 'viii prospor, aibobln Ilîg Trnti g
thlat tiî;s (firt.ll "f sillce *ood will toivards tilt brotlierlînuti ini Our soea
tin, ani all ils inboîcste, iwilI bc proporly recoivoti by those %vlîn rond i t ; inîd
%wiilin i vit îîîî:ch succoss aîîid coliflbrt, i aIl yonrt imlportait tlaboul,

I romnain. Dear Sir, yours very truly,
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llaviug", ats is titu8t mooet, soleninly acknowledged God ; hanving thautiketi lim
that,1 hy Li i good i aud upon us, he lias again broughit us together; andi Ilnving
iiiiploreti lsis blcssing on our )uirsuits-tliat blossing- " witlîou)it whiichi nl pur-
pos are frustrato, ail efforts are vain," lot us now, in a spirit of humble
ttcpendeiic on tie graco anti strongthi of the Alniiglity, addross oursolvos to
our 1lahirv. Andi lot moi, at theithresliolti, offer nîy'sincoro andi allioctionato
saititatiuîî,3 to theo ingcous youitlis, wlio during tiiese fow înontlis, are to be
iiîy fcllow-studeu.its iin theology, cordially bidding tiieni -vvelcoome to suchi ad-
vttaiges -.1, tliis institution affords, andi introating tlii bliat, iwhilo tlioy
purîmose to lhe diligent ard assiduous in the prosecution of thecir stuidios, tlîoy
%will uîot lfti1 to strivo togetiier -witlî me iu tlîoir prayers te Goti, for nie, as for
tliciiiî-,lvos, tliat by the plenteous ixipartation of the Spirit of wisdoîîî, andi of
gotbd uiidorsýtanidingr iii the fear of tlîo Lord, wo may bc progressivoly lilleti
wvitli Utheîoog of Ilis iwill in ail wisdoni anti spiritual1 undorstaîîding, so
tha:t we, iinny ail provo gooti ministers of Jesus Clirist--worknien -%Yho need Bot
tu bo aslîaîîîed, riglîtly dividing the wvord of trutlî. Mis, inay it graciously
îpieasc ilinm, iwlîo eau save by nîany or by few, ta render tlîis humble somninnry
ofi sacreti learmîhi g, subserviont to the ativancement of the glory of lis great
niainec, the prcsperity of lis Cliarcli, and the edifluation and ooiufort of the
souls cf Ilu people, along -vitl ail wlich, the real welfiîro of our country,
social andl civil, ivill. sureiy anti certainly be pronioteti. " Lot the beauty of
tic JL'îrul our God bo upon us, andi establisli thon theo werk of Our hauds, yn
the wvork of our hauds establisli thou. it."1

Thougli Sehools oftlie Prophets, prhaps, in somne degreo, analogous tu our
Di'Viîity Rails, seem te ]lave oxisterivery early in tho Church, yot ive do flot
claiui for the latter institutions a direct Divine appointment-we do not hold
dieni to ho, as tlîeologians spoak, striotly jure divino. luec is ne expresta
irîjunection in Soripture for the spoecial. training of those wvho are te, be iavostoti
%viti the office of pastor and teohe r in tho New Testamient, Churchi, stili less
of course, are there ruies laid down in, the inspireti writings for the partieular
course of studies to, be pursued, or the mode of tuition te ho adopteti. IVo are
content tu rest ail tlîis, like rnuohi more ini the external. admninistration of the
affamirs of the ehuroh, on the basis of Christian expedicney ; anti we are forti-
lied iu thec conviction that christian expedieney- is clearly anti stroîîgly on our
inde, by the fact whielî is indisputable, that almost every deonination of pre-

,èsn cliristiaxis coricur w'itlî us, in the proprioty of specially cdctig, i
somne wvay, those who are to eng'age in the work of thé nint-istry, as woll nisby

.thle stili miore Nvoiglîty consideration, that bbc approval aîîd blessimg of the Kiig


