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laNv' of the colonies, wbiicb forbids
you to shoot hii.

The kangazroo, the w'allabv', the
opossunîi-tlie chief denizens of
the forest-are ail aimiais with
the soft gaze of a gazelle, and
perfectly inoffensive; even the lit-
tie l)earof the country, if you takze
tUp vour guni to shioot it, sits star-
ing, up at youl, andl seemis ta say,

1 hiave (1011e voil no hiarn, wbv
do vou aim that wicked thing at
mie.

The wvild (luck, thc liare, the
inagpie, the paraquet, the love-
bird, ail these -vao Nvill find in
g>lreat numl)cibrs in tlie 1)ush, be-
sides a host of superbly plurnaged
birds, amiong' wbich the Ivre-bird,
wvith its tilI-feathiers fornîing a
perfect lyre shape, stands pre-
mninent.

P,esides thiese, thiere is a crea-
turc impossible ta overlaok-thc
ha-.te(l rabbit, puirsued and dreaded
more thian a w'ild beast 1w the
Australi.ans, whose pastures lie de-
v'ours-ý. The hiatred is not ta be
wvondered at, for the rabbits nmake
sulch ravages that squatters go ta
th1e eXpense of puttingc xvire
fenices ail round their immense
stationis ta kcep thein ont. The
rabbit race neyer could hlave
dreamit thiat it %vould anc dav ac-
quire such treniendoclos inîpocrt-
ance. MIore thian once the rabbit
question lias occupliedl the atten-
tion of the parliamients of the
different Auistrali,-ni colonies. The
authorities xvere even for a long
wbille in communication with M.
Pasteur, seeking ta abtain a viruls
w'hich mighit be the mieans af ex-
terminiating the race.

A sad-laoking figure is the
Csundi(owner," wvho, as hlis name

imiplies, turns up at sundaovn and
clainis the hospitality of the squat-
1 er. He is supplied Nvith rations
and a shelter for thc nighit. Nx
morning lie gaes on his wvay if
there is no wark for himn, and
directs his steps towards some

iiieib)uring station, where lie
wvill nîceet wvith the sainle kindnless.
le is alwavs on the mnove. Sortie-

tinies there is workc which lie cait
do, anid lie stops, ta earni a fewv
shillings; but more oftcn lie is nat
wante(l, and lie tramps tbroucrhi
the bush, forgatten, last in its imi-
mnense solitudles. On bis baclc
are ail blis gaoods and chattels.

Aniother figure you mneet-al-
wavs on liorseback or (lrivin-is.
the iniister. Tbe gaod nil is
going ta sanie squatter's station
ta prav w'ith the familv, wl'ha are
too far rcnioved fromn tbe nieirest
towvn ta conie often to service in
cbutrch or chapel. H-e w~ears a
moustache andl rabbit-paw whis-
kers, iii the Australian fashion, and
lie is wxhite wvith dulst froin bead ta
faot. Presentlv it is the doctor
youl l)aqý, wh'o is perbaps going
oni a fifty or sixty mîile journevy
throughi thie bulsh ta attend an
urgent case. Every anc rides in
Australia. the shop boy the post-
nan, the telegraph boy. i e laimp-
ligbiter, the b)eggar, ev. îï.

One gyrazier bias twventy tioui-
san(l sbiep ta be sbarni, anotlher,
tbiirtv thausand or mare. Th7leir
flocks and lier(ls astonishied me,
unltil 1 hiad been ta Queensland,
and hiad hecard of a station as large
as the m-haole of England. b)elong-
ingc to ance mail. EVenl thien, it
w~as diffi cuit ta restrain an ex-
clamation of amnazemnent at the
sighit of hie great mobs af cattie
.and shicep anc is constantly meet-
ing on the road.

The sheep farnier pays a pauind
for the shearing of each huindred
sheep. and( there are sumne slîearers
50 clever at the wvork that they
,rail shear two lîundred a day.

Australia is a vast continent,
equal ta four-fifths of the super-
ficial area of Etirope. It con-
tains a tract of sterile land ie.re
and there, but, roughly speaking,.
its bowels are full af preciauls are,
and its surface is a(lmirahly suited


