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doctrine of inspiration better established, and
1more unyuestivoed, than the contemporaneous
Listory of apy pation on the carth, I was great-
1y struck the other day with Mr. Porter's vol-
ume ot the ¢ Cities of Bashan.” Itis within
your reach, and I recommend it to you: perusal.
I recullect hearing & discussion between
two Oricntal travellers on the subject of
Palestine. They both agreed that the country
never could have been peopled as it is repre-
sented in the Bible; and, in particular, that
the idea of sixty fortified cities in the little
country of Bashan was a manifest figure of
speech. Well, Mr Porter went to Bashan, 2
district somewhat out of the route of ordinary
travellers, and in a parrow gorge of Lills,
terminating with Moant Hermon, he saw with
his own eyes the sixty cities. There they are—
cities built of granite, stone doors, turniag on
stone hiuges, stone shutters on the windows,
stone slates on the roofs. They are entirely
untenanted, save by the jackals, and seem to
have remained just as they were in the days of
Og, King of Bashan—(Ap,lause)—a strange,
mystecious, but speaking fufilment of prophecy ;
but, what is more importaut to my preseat
thewme, an enduring rebuke of the levity and care-
lessness of sume wodern Biblical crities. (Ap-
plause.) There are two reasons which should
zestraiu men of science strictly within thar
prop:r province. The first is the continual
change of opinion, the second is the existing
Qifference of vpinion. The first of these reasons
is peculiarly applicable to the arguments so
confidently derived from geology as to the
antiquity of man. Now, geology in itsclf bas
Do relation whatever to the antiquity of man.
No doubt ir the course of the scieace facts may
be elicited which, when thoroughly ascertained
and well weighed, may come to have a bearing
on tbat subject. But no man can pretend that
aoy of the facts hitherto disclosed can form safe
data for any such assumptivns. The geolugical
landscape shifts from day to day and frum year
to year. The axiows of last year are the fal-
lacics of this, and may again be the axioms of
the next. No braucli of kauwledge has alter-
<d so much and so rapidly as geology. Sir
Charles Lyell himself—descrvedly at the head
of the school—has ’a the course of very few
years altercd Lis vpinivn un sume of the must im-
portant tesalts of the science. Itis quite certain
that oun the subject of the antiquity of man,
Cuvicr, and Buckland, and Agassiz, the great
names of thirty years agy, licld vpinions entire-
1y different frum those now maiatained by Lyell,
or Haxley, or Page, or Geikic. ¢ Truth at any
price” is the modern battle cry ; as if truth had
sent the worthy philosopher what we call in
our profession a special retainer. Itis vain
for us mildly to suggest that we have no con-
troversy with truth at all, bat that we doubt
whether the pbilozopher 15 quite as much in ber
confidence as his vanity assumes, and we are
confirmed in our misgivings when we find that
unly a year or twu ago truth wore a different
dress, spoke a diffcrest language, aud taught
an cntirely different lesson. Let me take an
cxample. Professor Husley—a name celebrat-
cd conough, and a man strong cnough to afford
to stand criticism—in a lecture lately deliver-
¢d before a clerical audience indulged in many
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somewhat dogmatic prelections as to the ago
of the pyramids and the mud-banks of the Nile,
There may have beec much force in the remarks,
but be must have koown that there i3 no more
noted battlefield than the age of the pyramids
and the mud-banks of the Nile. No longer
time ago than 1864, Sir Charles Lyell, in the
first edition of his work on the antiquity of
man, said that eminept Egyptologists thought
the mud-banks of the Nile furnished no safe
d.ta for any conclusions whatever in regard to
the antiquity of man. He alters the phrase to
some emineu. Egyptologists in the tbird edition,
bat there the controversy remains. So that
truth at any price in 1864 was a very different
person than the clamorous client of our friena
the philosopher in 1868. (Applause) 2ir
Moncreiff proceeded to give the impressions
which Le had derived from attending the
meetings of the British Association in Dundee
in the autumn of last year, remarking that
these meetings had quite convinced him tbat
religion had pothing to fear from science, and
that in the meautime science, had better not
intrude upon religion. He criticised Professor
Tyndal's ¢bservation that we could not tell who
made the universe, because we did not know,
for * the real myste:y of the universe remains
unsolved ;" rewarking that the learned Pro-
fessor was really no authority beyond his own
province. After a few words on Mr Geikie's
address, whose conclusions he challenged, Mr
Moncreiff adverted to the cthnological discus-
sions at the assuciation, remarking that neither
of the contending parties could be strictly
denominated orthodux, but he thought they
were entirely successful in destroying each
other. (Laughter.) They were divided into
Darwinians and Crawfordiaus—into those who
maintained that men sprang from monkeys,
and those who maintained that they cannot
have all descended cven from Adam. Amid
these two luud and jubilant camps hardly a
word was said fur the account given by Moses,
which, notwithstanding, had by much the best
of the argament. Mr Moncreiff also disputed
the theory of human progression maintained by
Sir Jobn Lubbock. Progress, he said, bas
certainly been made, bat it is not intellectual
nor physical progress. We are ncither iatei-
lcctaally nor physically greater thau the philo-
sophers of Greeceland Rome, I doubt if Greece
was greater than Egypt, acd Rome eertainly
was put greater than Greece. It is moral ad-
vance ouly that bas beecn made, and that only
where Christanity has prevailed—(Applaase)
—~—thougl in the whole of that discussion I did
not hear that idea once suggested. Chris-
tianity bas introduced 2 milder and more bene-
ficeat code of laws, a more merciful practice in
war, more leisure for the arts of peace. Chris-
tian nativps are no longer, as Pagan nations
always were, in a chronic state of war. With
war came insccurity, and with insecarity,
indifference to the artsof life. If the matter
were traced to its origin our real superionity
would Le found to cunsist cilizely in tho sha-
dow of Christian precept under whish we live.

On the motion of Dr WincLester, a cordial
votcof thanhs was given to Mr Moncreiff for
his lecture, and thanks were also voted 10
Sheriff Cleghorn for presiding.



