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IIPENESS IN CHRISTIAN CHAR-
ACTER.

The. Rey. Charles B. Spurruonbeauti.
ff117 illustrat.u the. mark e o ue ini
Cheatian charuOter s. oewbat si foilova:
One mark i. beauy. Ripe fruit àa" ils
a.u perfect beauty. As lb. fruit riPem
lb. àn tinte it witb surpmslg loveli-
mus, and tii. ois deepe. tilt the. b.auty
of tb. fruit is equal te the. beauty of th.
biomsm and in sre respects superlor.
There la i * ~Cristias the beamW of
rssllsod sLan cm on, wbiots the Word
of Qod kmows ky themm* of "1h. b.suty
of holinei."'

Amother mark of rip, fruit in tciuder-
ma.. The young greena fruit la bard Md
stane-like; but the. ripe fruit is soit
iolda te tbe presure, cn alinost b.
m.uld.d, retains the. mark of the finger.
80 il in vith the. mature Christian; ho in
a.t.d for tender... of spirit.

Another mark of ripem.. Ie aweeteen
Th. unrip fruit in sour, and perbaa it
ouht to e, or *iao we shonid eat aiUt&i
frits wbi th.y are jet gren. It May$
therefor, b. in order of Racea fith"g
that ia the. youthful Christema nme
sharpaus shouli lb. form.d which vill ni-
tamateiyberemeved. As vo grov i grace
v.e are sure to grovw n arty, syrupathy
Mmd love; ve shail bave greator and mr
intense affection for the. person of Him
"whom havin5 Bot se vo love;" vo

shi .greter del' bit u thepoou
thLg lf its gospel; toofo doctrines wbich
penhbaps ve did not undrstmad at firet
Vil b..ome mmmcvw and latmes tb us an
we mdvamc. la grace. W. &hall fel liaI
uher. la k...j dropping frein the. hon.y
1om-b in 1he d..p thing. of our religion.
W. ibail as ve ripou ini gràc., haie
geatier evictu towards our fellow-
obiatians. Bitter-spirited Christiana

mg know a gmt demi, but they are un-
Mature. Ti-o.u ho are quiok te osa-
etre May b. 'vory moute in judgeont,
but tko7 are as yet immature in heart.
I kaow we vbo are youag beginnes in
frace thlnk otirselves qu"lfid te, reforua
Le. viole QirfiUm charoI. W. rs
ber befere s m Md omdeau ber miat-
*aty. but wii. our vit.. ecm mr
Mme I truc e 8"4 s Bhot b.e ti
ersa of evi1, but ve àmII b. Ume toi-
franu of ina8um tr, more hopefu for tis.
?r 1ofod. mmd tertaialy lms arrogant

Mrc tus.
Anothar mmd vérX qre amk of ripe-

mu i Iale t.o hol ,1I«. Ripe fruit
emlly parts fmei the bc IL You shak.
hoetrceand tkenip, aefail. If posi

wiah to est fresh fruit You Put Out jour
band to 1luk it, and il cores off wiii
"oa dtnly ou fisel you had botter

étave ii, alone a litIle longer; but vii.. Il
dres iuàto your baud, qui. ready to be

vitdrawn from the branch, you knov
it te be in good condition. %Whoa, luke
Paul, we mai ay, -I amn ready to dopart, 1
viien we are eset ['ose by ail earthly
things, 0, thon it ie v. arc ripe for kem-
von 1 It ia a sure token of ripesvien
you ar standing on tipi.., witb jour
vin& outapread, ready for fllgbt; wben
bo cai any longer biudm you to eartb;
wii. pour love to lings below is subor-
dimatette jour iouging ferlthe joys above.
Wb.m vegetlotbtis inmourverp bearts

wo au ttý*9ripe, and ve sahd soc. ho
eslàttX. e Master will mot lot Bia
ripe fruit bang long on bbe tree.

TAKINO A STAND.

The followiug extract of a letter from
an eider bo a younger brother who bad
decided to foliomw Chriat contains a truth
which ail our young people ahouid lay to,

àe~ think that it wiii help you to do
good ail your life If M o begtu to take a
stand on the si te of C lrist at once. Qne
do.. not need +o jtimp upon a stump a"d
shout out to the world 'l'm a Christian'
in order to bc standinig on the Lord's aide,
but lier. are scores of proper ways and
limes for letting the fact be k-nown na-
turally and 1 uely. One of the beut of
these is by a=teung the prayer-meeting,
and taking a brief part as occas-ion offera.
0f course you pray a good deal. I
amn more and more hîappy in lhe
privilege of lea%-iiig my8elf, my lansand
mp busirees in Godl'a bands. &f cours3
I do mybest in the matter, but Itry to
watch vhich vny He pointa; and, foilov.
ing that leave the burden of responsibil.
itp vith 1-iai. I find that nit p âitakes
mLd faits ocrur rnotly whcn amn lrping
to, get l«n alont. Wbatever success I
bave bad of labo 1 trace tohbiskind eare;
sua ia many instancesanmd unsecu in
mmmj others, no doubt. Be good to

..Your affectionate brotber.

Nineteen years ago there vere only
niatp one Christiam missionaries in China,
nnv hbere are four bundred and twenly-
eigiit, of vbom a bundred am-. single
m'Oum..


