THE MINING RECORD.

qualitied to deal with *this most important industry
It appears also, as if the competition was hardly a
fair one, in that it is evident the suceessful com-
petitor had aceess to oflicial information that was
not available to the public until atter the date named
for delivering the essays, amd which constitnted the
chief feature of the prize essay.  So far as the
statistical tables and other official information in-
eluded in this essay ave coneerned, they are of conrse
not here subjeeted to eriticism. Most of the informa-
tion they give was shortly afterwards published as
part of the ofticial *Report of the Minister of Mines™
for 1906, As to the remainder of the essay, we are
of upiniull it should have been l‘('jwlwl ull account
of the inacenracy of many of its assertions, its faulty
literars composition, the want of conneetion between
statements of what ave supposed to the facts it sets
forthy the sparseness of its information relative to
the smelting indostey, and the insuflicieney of its
practical suggestions. 1t is, we think, a pity the
question of determining the merit of the essays on
this partienlar subjeet was not left o judges well
informed as to the aceuracy or otherwise of their
details. We will give three instanees we could
wmention i dozen or more of what we live in mind
in making this comment. In the prize essay, under
the sub-hewd “Quesnel Division,™ it is stated that the
Cariboo Gold Mining Company (even the name of
the company is wrengly quoted) has at Bullion “ten
miles of auriferous ehamel; a face over 350 {0 high,
which has averaged 25 cents per en. 3™ Well, as-
suming that the value given is intended to be that
of the gold-bearing gravel (not that of the chaunel
or the face), we refer our readers o poJ 50 of the
*Annual Report of the Minister of Mines™ for 1905,
wheve My J. B Hobsony the manager of the Con-
solidated  Cariboo  Hydraulic Mining  Company,
Limited, iz quoted as veporting the results of hy-
dranlicking through seven sueeessive scasons  15899-
1905, which show an average value of gold recovered
of rather under nine cents per cu. ydo of gravel
washed, Again, under the subrhead *Owineea Divis-
ion,™ it is stated that “aaticipaticn of railway devel-
opment has resulted in the loeation of digeings, said
to be rich, on the Peace, Pine and Parsnip Rivers.™
No reliable information of the finding of gold in
payable quantities on these rivers has come under
our notice, neither have we met anyone who has any.
Once more, the ore from the Brown Alaska Com-
pany’s mine at Maple Bay is desevibed as * a self-
fHluxing copper™: on the contrary, it is a highly
silicious ore, containing chalecopyrite—an  undesir-
able ore for smelting purposes where there is not
plenty of ivon to flux it. Numerous other inaceur-
acies might be pointed out, at it is not vur present
purpose to go farther into details. We only vepeat,
in conclusion, that we regret we cannot congratulate
Mr. Flumerfelt on the vesult of his wellaneant
efforts: we think he has been decidedly unfortunate
in this outcome of his publie spiritedness so far as
this partienlar subjeet is concerned.

GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE
UNNECESSARY.

Smelter Managers  Think  Proposed  Arbitration
Useless.
T HE CORE SHORTAGE DIFFICULTY has

been solved and the general feeling is that no

useful purpose ean be served by procecding
with the proposed  arbitration, consequently it is
thought the Provineital Government will do well to
refrain from going on with it. The Vancouver
News-Adeerliser (which, by the way, at onee recog-
nized that there was more belind the agitation of a
few weeks ago agaiust the Crow’s Nest Pass Conl
Company than was permitted to be apparent to the
general publie, and so would not publish the highla
coloured despatehes sent ont from Rossland by the
C.PAL Company’s Associated Press organization)
Ll ganged the situation fairvly aceurately when, on
September 12, it published the following editorial
connnent :

TTHE MLEGED FUEL SHORTAGE.

“Some of the Proviucial newspapers are nrging
the Provineial Government to take innnediate steps
to regulate the output of coal by the mines in the
Crow’s Nest Pass distriet and o hwmpose such re-
strictions as may be thought desivable.  In view of
the fmpraved conditions as regards labour and out-
put which are rveported, it would seem  advis
able for the Government to postpone  action  at
the present time, The Government has the veport
of the deputy minister of mines on the vesult of his
inguiry at the wines and smelters and will doubtless
Iee gnided by thate It is certainly not desivable to
interfere with the ordinary cowrse of trade without
the fullest justification, and a month’s delay in
taking action will be better than interference by
the Government, which may afterwards be found
to have been unnecessary.”

The temporary difliculty was in regavd to the
output of coke rather than couds with this correetion
the foregoing view of the conditions and the accom-
panying advice to the Government were, as later
experience showed, just what the oecasion called for.

Reviewing the position away from the Trail-Ross-
Land “storm centre™ it is now evident that the agita-
tion resulting from the ‘Jumping” of district boards
of trade aud labour unions when the chief manipu-
lators pulled the strings, was quite uncalled for. A
canvass of the views of smelter managers showed
that those representing the Boundary district smelters
were practically of one mind—they had not asked
for arbitration and were satisfied that not only was
it unneeessary but no good would result from it that
would not be gained by waiting a short time so as to
allow of the shortage of Iabour at the coke oveus,
and of railway cars eaveving the coke to the smelters,
being remedied. The general manager of the Te Roi
Company, owning the Novthport smelter, held simi-
lar views.  The smaller smelters at Nelson and




