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the cold, wet grotind. 0f these, howcvcr, we did flot
stop to take inuch notice, as we kncw thcy belongcd to
n pwrîh more intricate branch of the science than we
were, nt the tinie, capable of undertaking.

As we advanced into the jungle, work began in carn-
est. To dig wve ivere not ashaincd, and the trowcls %vere
in constant deniand, in spite of an occasional yourig frog
Ieaping hither and thither in wild terror at our incursion.
Many an accident wc nirrowly cscaped, and several tiînes
when we îlîoughit a foot firnily plantcd on a clod of carth,
it slipped off with a suggestive g/Iiig which caused a wail
of anguish.

0f course, going over a swanip in this way requires
more care about one's footing than almost any other
ground, but I can truly say that the reward in the end
greatly overbalances the trouble. 0f ail the exquisite
wvild-flowers 1 have ever seen, -sonie spring marsh-plints,
1 think, exhibit the nlost delicate purity.

Among other Canadian speciniens, I may mention the
Sfar-flowt-r (2"rieztà/is 4,;zericana), a fragile little plant,
generally growing upon deczyed stumps. Its whole
hieight neyer scems to exceed three inches or thereabouts.
A siender stalk rises fromn the ground for about two
inches, whiere it branches out in a whorl of leaves, very
irregular i siz.e and number. Froro the nmiddle of this
cluster is o. tiny stem supporting the only blossom. This
flower is white, and sonîcthing likec a smiall wild straw-
bcrry-blossoni, only that the petails, six in numiber, are of
thinner texture, and slope to a fine point.

Another plant which vies with the SIar-ftowýer- lias a
liard nanie-Afezranthes' !rifoliata-fromn two words

încaning moni'h and a Jloa'er, beciuse that is about the
length of time which it can spare to niakze our world
beautiful. This herb is perennial, or lasting fromn year
to year, and the flowers are also white, as a great propor-
tion of wild, and particularly spring-flowers, are. The

corola f te Aeyaztes is cup.shaped, and the inner
surface of the cup is bearded, or filled u ith delicate,
curled-up white hairs, giving a mnisty, foam-like,.tand u~ithal
very beautifiil appearance to the blossom.

Ail about us myriads of .Afarsh ilfarigoî'ds spangled
the surface of the ground, reininding us of Jean Inge.
low's quaint, fondling words-

0O brave Marsl, Marv buds ricli aud yelIoir,
Givc nie your inoney to hold.'

Th is flower (C/tha taliis Iriç) bclongý; to the Crinifool
Fai/-to our family now, said Teddy, securing some

of themn-and is too common to need mnuch description.
1t rejoices in two names for every day use-iMarsz Afari-
go/d and Cow-s/zp, although it. resemibles neither in any-
thing but the colour.

Ail this tinie, like l>crsephone of old, we had been
straying furthcr aind further iii amiong the wild luxurious-
ness of vegetation. Near by the F]ag, with which we
are ail so faniiliar, lifted its statcly head of blue, varie-
gatcd at the base with grecn, white, and ycllow, and
veined with purpie. The naine is derived from the
Greek,, signifying nothing less than raitbow deificd!'
How they niust have adniired it-those Greeks-.nd
whant a pretty wny thcy hiad of showing thecir admiration i
Nor are they the only oncs wvho have givc.n it a place in
their estecm. Have flot the poets spoken mnuch and
often of the Ilroyal liles " of France -although, to bc
sure, sonie people say the leur de l.ys is but a lance-
hecad, and others aga in, originally a bec-and wcre flot
thc helmets and shields of the knights of old oftcn deco-
rated with thern, whcn they met in mortal combat, or
only playfully whackcd and banged cach other about
in the "gentld sport" f'or thcir own satisfactio *n and
the greater cnjoymcent of the pretty darosels of the
period ?

But enouàli of the IIFlag " and its knighitly memories,
for here toq %vas the shrubby Dog-.wood or A'itni-kjnntik

surely an Indian word-%vlichi trailed its rcd branches
d.owîi over the water, and held up for our inspection
millions of tii»', apetalous flowers; while the IVi//owls
(Sai, said to comie froin the Celtic sal, îîear, and lis,
water) were draped with a soft abundance of tasseled
catkins.

I lhad stooped over a bright-coloured leaf, a tiny red
maple îree, thinking I hiad fuund something new, and
%vas rising disappointed, wlhen another littie flower cauglit
my eye. Pouncing up it, I found that the leader sup-
porting this tiny blo!ssomi was b>' no mieans the whole of
the plant, for a mnuch longer shoot crept out from the
root, one of those

- 4 Vagrant
Vines that wnndered
Secking thre surîsîrire round and round."

Vagrant, indeed, and tanglcd to such an extent with
the things about, that it took a good deal of patience
to effect its release. This pretty plant-I say plant, for
the flower is ver insignificant-belongs to the large and
respectab12 family of the Rose, and is called, in Englishi,
Running S7wanibakbr>

Rising red and triunîphant from my struggle, my
attention was directed to the fence, froin whîch we were
now far distant.

"'Ieddy, old child," I said, shading ny eyes from
the now hot suni, l'look at the ancient Cow-boy! What
does lie wvant ? He's waving sonîething nt us 1"

Yeum fo' aid niy brother, lazily, IlI have been watching
hmfrawhile! I les some sort of shillelagh as far asI

cain makze out-but whether a blackthorn or the more
peaceable olive-brnch-1P

"0O1 rollc ye ilx- lieahrn, or corne ye in wsr,
Or to dnnce nt our bridll", yong Lord Lochinvar."

quotcd Louise gaily, Ilthough if I could see i t, 1 ara
quite sure it must be the lst W//T '

IlOr," put in Theo, in her funny way, Ilperhaps a
wirrant t0 arrest us for trespassing on holey'groulidl"

' 1 ,his effort was reccived with applause, whereupon
Tc7ddy volunteered 10 Il arah out" and sc what 'vas
wanted, and started off in somiewhat reckless haste to
accomplish that end.

IlTeld," 1 call *cd out raîher maliciously, for he liad
hieen chaffing us aIl the morning about our nhincing ways,
"be careful-remember that

'A truc love forsakcn,
A ucew love usay get
But a neck that's once broken
Can niever bc set I "

Not that there %vas nîuch danger of his neck in such
a remarkably soft place ; but that did flot alter the-
beauty of the sentiment.

Teddy answcred by a scornful Jaugh. and a long
leap at a niossy îrc-root, which would, no doubt, have
convinccd me forever of the superiority of man, had the
trcachcrous thing flot given way' and landcd our
pride and joy in a frightfully viet and undignifled
position-

1 believe ive all rushed to the rescue, but that did
flot seern 10 consist of anything but shrieking uith
laughter, while Tcddy picked himself up, and cndeav-
oured to wring out some of the superfluous mntsur.
Strange to say, lie took his immersion like a lamb, niercly
reniarking that Ilit ivas aIl along of you, Eliza,f and then
took hinmsclf away witliuut another word. How is itthzt
one is always s0 miuch more sony for a person when hc
bears a misfortunc with good humour?

Alftcr he %%as gone, Theo pickcd her way carefully
across the swamp, cnd aftcr a short colloquy îvith thc


