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WIOY LUMBER I8 HIGIT

A good many consumers Aare wol-
dering why lumber has advauced in
price, and why they are asked to pay
wmaterially higher prices than those
to which they have b2en accustomed.
The present advance in Jumber began
with the producer. Wholesalers and
amber dealers of all classes. have been
compelled to pay and in the immediate
future must pay decidedly higher
prices for the commoditizs they handle
than for years past. Their demand
for higher prices from the consumner
Is therafore legitimate, and dictated
by their own busiuess necessities. They
cannot sell lumber for a less price
than what they have to pay for it;
they cannot sell it for the same price
for they must make a profit, ant any
consumer, i possesswd of an ordinary
sonse of fairness is willing to concede
to the dealer a legitimate profit.

frowm the middle of 1893 to the
middle of 1897 the lumber industry
was in a very depressed condition.
burme that time Iv suffered more
woverely by fallures than any other
mlustry In the country. Many manu-
facturers did business at a positive
loss through the whole or a ureater
part of the time, anl only the most
ecunomically and Intelligently con-
ducted plants made any money. At
thie close of 1897 thore was a mark-
el improvewent. The year 1898 was
a fairly sotisfactory one, with a larege
Jdemand through a portion «f the
vear; and now the demand is swelling
very rapldly and finds the manufac-
turers with light stocks anl in many
caces with inadequate equipment.

The édemand 15 enormous at«l  the
supp'y i€ lght. This condition is true
in practically all the commercial
woods of the Umted Stites and Can-
ada, for the condition of things over
there is practically the same as in
this country. The producers, thoepo.
fors, have their own way. They are
abselute masters of the situation. 'The
dealers must pay their prices and are
obliged to ask advanced prices from
their customers, the consumers.

The question 18  therefore “up to"
the consumer, Ile must pay an ad.
vance 1 price and shoula 3o so as
cheerfully as possible, for the cauans
for the advance are heyond {he con-
trol of man or any set of men. The
retallers are in an uncomfortable posi-
tion; they are competled to pay an ad.
vance which as yet ihecy have bewn
unable to sgecure {rom consumers.
Theijr profit such as 1t was has been
cut in two or has entirely disappear-
ed. Therefnre they wmust ask hipher
prices of thewr customers, who should
understand the situation, and, further-
more, be willing to share the burdens
as well as the benefits that accom-
niany a period of general prosperlty.—
From the “American Lumborman.”

BUILDING MATERIAL.

There is a decided scarcity of some
classes of buliding material in Winni-
rex this year, In the line of stone
particularly.  there Is a shortage.
Thonch the building season has only
nicely started, contraclors are already
unable to  secure  supplics of stone.
A large quantity of bullding material
irs Foth brick and stone will be brought
in from the United States this year
for Wildlng in Winnipeg. As there is
abundance of the raw materlal of the
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best quality quito “close at lhand, it
scemg too DLad that such a large
amount of monoy should have to
font away for bullding material. There
would appear to bo a good opening
for the employment of considerably
more capital here in manafacturing
brick and qguarrying stone for the
home trad:. There is abundaunce of
goad stono within twenty to forty
miles of Winnipeg, which can be drawn
upon for loeai requirements, and the
demand is Incrcasing every yecar. Last
year a lJarge quantity of stone and
brick was imjorted from the United
States on account of the scarclty of
material liere.

LUMDER TRADE NOTES.

It 1e estimated that the production
of the Luluth.Superior lumber mills for
the current ycar will be about 463,-
000,000 fect, or about 125,000,001
feet larger than the heaviest previous
output.

Tenders were recelved this weex by
the Wmnpeg city board of works, for
the annua; supply of lumber. 'Che
tenders were not announced, but it is
uncerstood three tenders were put in,
by the Rat Portage Lumblier Co., D.
Sprague, and Dick & Banning respec.
tively, ranging in the order namecd
from about $17 to $17.75 per thous.
and. The tender will probably bLe
awerded Monday night.

The rumor that the United States
would prohibit the importation of
lamber from Canada, in retaliation
for tie Ontaric goverument measure
prohibiting the exportation of Jogs
from that province, has been denied
It hardly scems probable that the
United? sStates would resort to any
such measure, which would be atad
blow aghinst {he consumers of that
country, anl would probably result in
a Qemand by the people for [ree luii-
her.

The ris: o1 $2 to $5 per thousand in
prices for pine lumber in the United
States i due to & largely lucreased
demana for both winte and yallow pina
coupled with a gradual failucs in the
supply. The natural cousejusne: of
such conditions as thes: s, of coursz,
a rige in values, It is sanl that stocks
of white pine on hand at the beginning
ol this year were 424 million fcet, or
11 per cent ama.ler than at the rame
date a year ago, when stocks weve in
thelr turn also hghter than in  the
previous year.

Michigan lumbermen mada otrenuo-s
elforts to induce the Outario govern-
ment to refax tnhe regulations regard-
ing the exporting of logs from that
province so that they could et out
the logs which have been cut for them
during, the past winter. Thelr efforts
were unavailing ana as a resals the
logs must be cut wm Ontarto, Mills In
the Georgian Bay distrlet will  c¢on-
sequently have n busy time this year
as on them wilfl fall the burden of cut-
ting these logs. Oue contract to cut
20,000,000 fect has already been
closed by one mill, thc lumber to he
afterwards taken to Bay City.

T0 OUR FRIENDS ¥ THE TRADE

Our samples of Ximas lincs will soon be on the
road, New ‘]nmncsc Lincs are on the wav,
Leather, Celluloid and Silver Plated Gaods and
Mcial Noveltirs are arriving,  Please hold your
orders until vou have scen the latest 1899 lines.

All goads tilled from Winnipeg,

Respectfully

McGLASHAN & WALDON
Wingipeg, Apnilist, 1599,

947

QARDEN, FIELD AND FLOWER

SEEDS

Perkins' is the place for everything
in this line. Large stock. ~ Good
quility.  Prices right.  Send for
wholesale catitlogue.

J. M. PERKINS, 22| Market Square
WINNIPEC

SADLER & HAWORTH

Formzrly Robin, Sadler & Haworth

MANUFACTURERS OF

LEATHER BELTING

MONTREAYL AND TORONTO

SVMOKERS

Keep puffing the

ALIAMBRA
ROSA 1.INDA
and GORDON

acknowledyged by connoisseurs to
be the leading brands of the day.
Manufacturcd only hy the

WESTERN OGiGaR FACTORY
THOS, LR, Proprivoer

713 to 723 MAIN Svurer, WinNiree

SEEDS

~—~AND—

SEED GRAIN

Choice Selected and
Carefully Re-cleaned Stocks

FULL LINES OF ., .

¢ (lovers
+ Timothy and Grasses
+ Field and Garden Seeds

The Steele, Briggs Seed Go.

LIMITED

TORQNTO, ONTY,

Earlv Red, Manmoth
Alsike, White, Lucerne



