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Th'le svork of finisbiîg tlie City' Hall progresses ver>' slowly. If iappeari
tîmat some lîitch las occurred betwccn tînt Boardl oflCity' Woiks and tîme par
tics wvho tcndercd to put the stearn heating pipes int the builditig, ansd %whos
tenider wvas accopted. Mucli of the isiterior %voik, sticli as plastering-
carpentcring, etc., cannot be proccded ivitît tntil these lpipes art! i,îcd il
position. The resuilt scems probable dit the openiiig ùf the hîtiilidii foi
puîblic puirposes andi uses wili be indefiîiitely liosîlloisedt. The isire histu.y
of tlie crection of this building lias bccn a story of bad iî:;ii:i-c inut.t ai1<W
flisappoi'itilncnt. Z

Th'Je war iii Egypt seenîs likely toi assumne larg-er proportions titan iwns il
first anticipated. 'l'le force recentl>' defcatcd witli hîeavy slaugbtcr by Col,
Wodeliouse inay have only been an advance guard, or liosFib>' a feinît.
At ait events tbc nuiber of Biritish troops dt:.spa-tclbd ivith tirgncy 10 tilt:
scenle of action, and tIhe arsuimption of the conimaiîd b>' Cessera]i re feil,
indîcate that tIse situation is looked tipoti uts soiuewlîat seriotîs. ilt tiny
rate it is to be hoped and secrils ta bc the casa ilial ilhe goverrmiient Nvill
not court discredit by tile tons frequent error of ser.diîîg on inadlequate forces
in the first stages of a conîcst.

The sawdust question isi still an )apets one. WVe obscrved lust week a
letter 10 a conbenîporary on the recent ]3ridgesvater excursion, ini %vhicli it
was climed that tise ill-odors of thc mua stirred up b>' the 11alfaC in the
LaHave River Nycre net dise to sawdust, svbich sortie say doos not suifer
decomposilion in water. This is a point on wbicli we are neot coîsîpetent to
pronounice, oni>' it seema bo us that as the wood itself bcconics rotten iwiii
long immersion, the sawdust coula hardI>' avoid îl.e sanie tîltimate fate. Be
this as it may, ivhetlicr the evil effluvium resulted frein snwdust or mud, flice
universal and distinct testimony of the excusrsionists leavcs ne sbadow of a
doubt as 10 ils overpowvering character.

W'J cannot but deprecate the introduction mbt Nova Scotia of the agi-
tation against the Jesuit Act. One cf the highe8t merits of Nova Scotia is
hier tolerance and mutual chait>' in religieus maîtere, and it volild be a
thsousand pities that bier record shouid be broken by a most usoless and
niischievious agitation. Wce have still, bowever, perfect confidenc.~ that it
will die out. It is not in tIse least likely that the G.)vernmnent will veto the
Act before the 8tb of Augusb, and wben that date bas tusken its place in the
past, the movement wiil have lost tLe sustenance of hope svithout which no
sentiment cans five, or if itl ive must be cherished in private by those who
are unable in their hearts or consciences to accept pbilosopbically an irre-
vocable decision. Thiat tic subjcct lias no great holci on even the Presby-
terian section of the Province is indic.ted b>' the fact that St. Matthew's
failed toi be filled to listens even ta se able, original and popular an urator
as the Rev. Mr. Macdonnell svhen he spolie on tho subjcct.

If il be true as reported that slack coal is being adnsitîcd int .lhe
Dominion duty free and ailowed to, comëcte most injuriously witb Nova
Scotia coal, it is higîslimne that our cool-mina owners ao themnsselves
heard in remonsîrance. ]3y sirnply being tlaCk, the ceai in no wise ]oses
its bibuminous charuicter and bhc ctistoms tariff cleariy places a duty of 6o
cents per ton on thme latter article. Coal dust is scheduled at 20 per cent.,
and it rnay be tisat the custonms authorities arc levying the latter duty on
slack bituminous coal, but, if to, thsey are certainly 6training the tariff in
favor of coal irnportcd (ronas the United States, and are placing Nova Scotian
coal in an unfair position. It secîns that thje irrepressibie Mr. Erastus
Wiman is largely interested in a patent furnace which burnas slack and gives
astonisbang results. This furnace is rapidl>' being put int ail large mnanu-
factuning works, and as a result slack coal is largely supcrseding the use of
tise.lump and ronnd article. The admission then of slack coal duty frec is
a direct menace 10 our oai trade, and, as some onc bas evidenîiy blundered
in interpreting tise provisions of hie tariff, il would seema that it onl>' requires
a tisorough ventilation of the suL.*eri bo have thse wrong remedied.

"The ideas of the Babylonians on religious miatters," says Profassor
Delitzci,-" sncb as the power, knowledge, and omnipresence of the gods,
who see and judge everything, in wboma is manse ortly help, and without
whom niman eau do noîbing--are of a singulanly pure and lofty character.
If we except certain episodes of the Nimrod epic (whicb bears aIl theé
marks of a popular song appealing 10 te imagination of the masses,) there
is nobhing immoral about these ideas But above aIl Marduk, bbc god of
Babylon, is one o! thé' puiest, boliest, and most attractive figures in t te
Babylonian pasatheon. He is the god whose only occupation is t0 show
mercy to mankind, who carrnes aid and healing (romn town to town, who
deligsbs in causing bise dead ta live. ' Fromn the days of my youth I arn
bound fast to the yokce of sin,' says a Babylonmian psalm. Hence corne ail
thse illness, grief, and rnisery of humant life, (romn which only the merciful
bands cf tise gods ca. acteiver and preserve man. If any trouble disîresses
the Babylonian, bc ise in isigb or low station, bis conscience tells bim tisat,
intentionally or unintentionally, lie bas offended Isis god. Se hie examines
himself witb questions. 'BHave I estranged faîher aand son, brother and
brother, or friand and fricnd ? Have I not freed tbe captive, released the
bound, and dclivered isim who svas confined in prison? Have Iresisted my
god or despi8cdmry goddess? Have I taken ternitor>' fot myown or entered
with wrong motives tise bouse of rny fellow ? Have 1 approached tbe wife
of my fellow man ? Have I shed man's biood or robbed anyone of bis
clotisg? ' Witb maasy other such q'isaions lie secks the cause of bis
sufferings. Reclining and sittdng, cating and drinking, writing and niding,
on shipboard, at sunrise and sunset, on entermng and on leaving the bouse
.---verywhere and in every condition be asks wby lie sufiers. lio longe for
eççonciiation with the gods, and prays for flie saine with sigiss anad tcars."

%Vc clip the following edirying baladylig of contradictions or ianfair wily
of joputting thinigs (rom thc St. John £vcn(îugi Gazee:-Il l'ho HlalifaxJc/,
o ccuses the cditur of the Quelbec Chroltic1 of f(tlshood ini speaking of tlai.
ilax H-athor. The Clirotiiclo said tliat Hlalifax wvas troubled by fol; and thlat

i th imiteîbr 8oinctimes was frozen over. The Rha thereupons resposids :
1 'llie edifer of the Quebec Ohroitidol being a St. John manl, înay îiturly

* be expccted to lie wlien Hialifax Haorbor is concerricd.' %Ve rail t0 see1 Mitre th:e lie cones in, and in order tol test thic question %ve invite Uic Eelwh,
to atiswer ibo rol!osvîng questions. 1 St. WVaS Dot a Z mail stcamer deîained
Lay It- off Hlalifax Harbor and prcvcntcd fromn cntoring it fur Ilighty lîoî'ri
this i-pring ? 2fld. Does flot Halifax Ilarbor sometinies freeze os er, and
syns il flot closcd by ice for thirteen days on one occasion ?" WVc venture
ta suggeat a somewhat (airer fashion of que8ticn ; viz :-How many limes
ii a gi tuî sitinib(r of ycars have seritius detentions of vessais by fog outsidt!
Hiilifax 1Ilarbur occurredP -owv mnn timtes in a given number of ycsrs
lias Halifax Hlarbor bten fro-zeiî over, and hotv long ago was il closedl b>' ice
foi iliitten day s

The discusbion on Royal Grants seeins likely tos be productive of somne
sound ec nomical reformis in the Royal Household. IC is pointed out that
the abolition of a number of useless and expensive offices would furnîsb
means for pro, iding for tilt.- ldest son of the [-eir Apparent, to whi hl the
nation lias no objection, and the chances arc that snlie sweeping steps will
be taken in this direction, as Mr. Labouchere is resolute in his attitude to
tile extent of disagreeing withl Mr. Gladstone, wlio is under a pledge to
consider suie provisionî fur the Duko of Albany when tha prince shail
have arrived ait an age fil requiro on establishment of his own. It has long
been thc idea of both par]iarnent and people iliat grants for scions of royalty
othier than the immediate ouccessor t0 the tbrone should cease with the
Queen's children, and this wiIl probab>' bu that whieh will prevail and bie
definitely settled. Aniong the items of lIer Majcsty's expenditure to whicil
attention is now directed, the very large allas expended on mouuments,
mausoleumai, and bouses, such as Frogmore, are being brought into praini-
nence. No doubt the fuli discussion of these inatters wiIi produce beneficial
results to tbc Blritish tax-paycr.

The state of New York, afler a great deal of inidecisive legistating, lias
put on its statute book a law which emibodies some very good provisiong.
One new departure, which may flot be without ils advantages, is that
sentences shall be for indeterminate periods, for example, âi the termas of
an act, Ilfor flot less than .wo, nor for more than ten years," te actual
limit of incarceration to bic determined by a B>oard with reference 10, the
prisoner s record. WVhere this is satisfactory a prisoner ma>' on application
be releascd under surveillance un the completion of bis minimum terni.
Such prisoner on parole, so to speak, may be finally releascd by the Board,
or rc.arrtsted for lapse into crinxinal svays or comipan>'. There are soute unot
altogether unfair regulations for the preventing of the undue competition
of prison labor with certain branches of tradle, and a prcvisionefor the
classification of convieIs int three gra es. The Iirst comprising tose who
are esteenied corrigible and likely te mriintain themselves bonestly, witb a
modification in the second grade, white the labur of the thira i5 tu be
directed solely Ilto such exercise as is necessary t0 preserve health or the
manufacture, without machinery, of articles needed iii the public insti-
tutionst of the State, and will flot compete wîîh .ree labor." This, says the
Nation, Il is a concession te the feelings of those wîo, cannot bear that tlîe
worst convicts should support themeves, but insist that free laborers shall
suppurt them." The payment of a strail percentage of the value of articles
,canufactured in wages is also, a good innovation. Ahogtthtr some of the
provisions of this nieiv law écmr worthy the attention of our own Prisoners
Aid Association in its ciffleavors to improve the metlîods of dealing with
criminals, whicb are commanding an encouraging consensus of opinlion
fromn the secular and rcligious press nnd legal authorities of Canada.

The visit of the Pressmen of tho Upper Provinces to, HaIifa, 7as but a
chance, partly arising from want of knowledgc of Maritime locaaiies and
lintes of travel. It was, however, a singularly happy chance, for .t scrved
the excellent purpose of removing (roma amongst a most important section
of hie body politic very erroneous opinions of the beauties ana capabhities
of our Province and Capital City. The enthusiasmn with which these were
recognized by nur visitors was in the bighest degree satisfactory, and wilI
doubtless lead to-the broad dissemination of better information concernhng,
the lands (and especially the City) by the sea. How favorably tho visitants
were impressed may be gathered (romn the pitby utterance in bis speech cf
Dr. Dewart, Editor of the Toronto 0.1ridtiait Guardiati,-"l To visit sucb
a spot is in itseif a liberal education," wvhite of the Public Gardens lie said
"lthe only thiaag I ever saw approachiug il was the gardons of Versatilles,"
and hie had no idea thore was such beauty of scener>' and kindncss of beart
mn Hialifax. If this was the result of the visit of a limîted number of
gentlemen, wvhat .an extendcd knowledgc of Hlifax and ils 8urroundings
may be anticipated from tbc visit of the nuinbers who, will see the good old
cil>' i, bler carnival dre8s. To aIl these, hîowever numerous, Halifax wiIl
extenci a welcomo in accordance witli er proverbial bospitalit>', and we féel
quite sure it is superfluouit to, inculcate upon lier citizens individually aÀd
collectivel>' the duty t0 their cil>' of lending their most energetie aid towards
îbending away ait the close of tlie carnival both one and aIl of the visitois
with impressions as favorable and enthusiastic as those carricd away b>' thse
Ci'nadian Press Association. If Halifax bias sometimes been charged with
sloivncss and want of public spirit, we rest assured that carnival tirne ilI
blot out the reproach for ever. The Committees bave worked with zeai, ansd,
for the most part, with welI.directcd crsergy, and wo have ever>' belief that
ý1se resulîs will belzor1ensurate wvith their exertions.


