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We ocopy from the U.S. Army and Navy
Journal the specch of General Sugruax at
the recent banguet given to Mr. Eaps, the
Engineer of the Great Bridgo over the Miss.
issippi at St. Louis oa 23rd March last.

The interesting portion 5¢swhich refers to
the improvement of the mouth of that mag.
nificent River, for which Mr, Eans is both
Contractor and Engineer. As was to be ex-
pected the gallant General’s address was not
confined to compliments alone, much use-
ful as well as valuable information of a
commercial deacription was given to the
world, and the interesting statistics connect-
ed with tho grain trade would lexd to the
idea that the surest and best way for the
United States to restoreits commercial ma-
rine and foreign trade would be to push on
the Maississippi improvements with vigos.

A communication under the heading of
¢ The Mouth of the Mississippi*’ has subse-
quently appeared in the pages of our oon-
temporary, and as it deals with the Engi-
neering, a8 well as physical aspeots. of the
case wo have copied it in this issue,

About the possibility of deopening the
Chanuel at the mouth of this greatest of
Rivers there can be no question—but whe-

thor it wiil eflect all Genoral SurkMav
olaims may well admit of doubt—grain spoiis
rapidly if water borno in the Iatitudo of New
Orloane,

AcooRrpiNg to our contemporary the United

! | States Army amd Navy Journal Counr Von'

Movrrke has been delivering himself of the
following opinions relative to the system
pursued in officcring the United States
Army :

1 um asked why neither side in the civil
war in Amorica produced a very distinguish*
ed general, Even their respective partisans
hardly claimy any leader of {ranscondent
genius, In so long a war, and whero so
many mon fought, does it not imply a lack
of military talent in thie Americans? I an-
weor no. Tho true roason was because their
ficld of sclection was 8o hmited, * ¢
No officer could hope to attain tho supreme
commend of their armies unless ho had
been o student in their military academy,
called West Polnt, on the Hudson river, in
the State of Now York. The number of
theso students, deserving as they might be,
was and is extremely limited.

“The Southerners adopted the same por
nicious system of exclusiveness, as many of
these WWest Point officers have joined their
side, and thelr President had also been at
the academy. * * * It was, per
haps, fortunate for the North that the South
did not seek for talent among the mass of
itspeople. ®* ¢ ¢ Itissaid,I know
not how truly, that the genius of a civilian,
Ericsson, by the invention of a monitor,
alone, savod the Northern Navy from de-
struction.

4 Iu is evident that tho chance of obtain-
ing & distinguished general increases as the
feld of selection widens, and diminishes as
it contracts,

s In our army every sotdior may aspire to
the supreme command, but in the American
armies the line of demarcation was drawn
as deeply as betweon tho former slaves and
theic masterss * * *  The vol.
unteer who representcd the grest bulk and
strength of the people might, indeed, attain
distinotion in a subordioate position, but
the highest place of all was forbidden. *
= ¢ In regarding the records of the
American civil war, it roally appears as if
the whole contest was between a few offioers
of West Point, and the mighty heart of the
nation had never throbbcd, * * * The
aristocratio system, which the Americans
still follow, was formerly the practice in all
Eurapean armies. In the revolution of1793,
Carnet, the French Minister of War, first
abandoned it, and we have followed.

For the sake of example, and not binding
ourselves to any exactness of figures, except
that the one is very small, aud its opposite,
with which it is compared, very large, let
us suppose the number of West Point ofi-
cers to be 500, and t' ¢ number of Prussian
soldiers 500,000, Endently as we have a
fund a thousand times larger to draw upon,
to render the chances of obtaininga great
general equal, each American must possess
a thousand fold the talent of a Prussian,
which is absurd.”

It is of course rank heresary to differ,
even in the smallest matter, from a soldier
who nas conducted such a tremendous Tue-
tonic conteat as the late Franco-P:assian
War, to a victorious conclusion—but we do
not read history with his eyes.

Tho late American contest did produce

Great Generals—on the side of the Souu:
crners Lei, JaoksoN, and JounsroN—on {},
Federal side SaanMax, Snsripax, Graxr, an|
Titoxas, ail andseveral (as thelawyers wouly
say) ¢ Wost Point Mon.” It is true, and yo
man is more willing to admit it than t);q
greatest soldier of all—that eminent mil;.
tary talont was devoloped from the purcly
civilian element which the peculiar orgas;
zation of the United States Army brough;
into the contest—but the Count is cntirely
mistaken in supposing that any ndvnutug;
is to be gained by threwing the commany
of the army ivto the hands of & demooracy~
his experience of what the Frenoh armie
had becorae by a similar policy should haye
made him cautious in that respect—and it
was not till the democratic principle was
carefully rooted out of tho United States
Army that it becamoe in the hands of thg
“aristocralic West Point Cadels’’~—the
effective maclines that re-establishod the
shaken authority of the Federal Govern-
mont.

‘The Counr's mathematical formula would
not convince an experienced man that tis
chances of findinga General amongst the

. | smaller number would not be greatest. At

all evonts in the case cited it was from their
ranks the Generale were drawn,

If Counr Von 'Morrxe intended to con-
demn the fallacies of over education so cha-
racteristic of the period his strictures wers
to a certain extont deserved—but at Wesy
Poiut experience has proved that only frye
soldiers will endure the novitiate, and it is
nonsense totrainany othiers. But it iaquite
possible to arrange a military organixstion
with a sufficient number of Lighly educated
soientific officers such as West Point pro-
duces, and at the same time and in the
same service to huve every particle of mili~
tary talent natural or acquired in the popu
lation of tho State.

1t is only a question of adaptability, oras
Mr. Darwin would put it, ¢ selection,” by
which the particular and peculiar place of
every individual could be assigned to him.
An army is a machine—all the parts of which
should be well fitled and properly adapted
to the work it has got to do—the master
mind which sots it in motion may be in.
spired or the reault of mechanical training
as the case may be.

Blackwood's Magagine for August has an
oxceedingly able article on the ¢‘State of
the French Army,” which aftords us some
curious glimpses of life under a Republic,
and an intereating review of the means taken
to reorganise the military force of that coun.
try of which we publish a condensation from
the United States 4rmy and Navy Journal—
especially as it is admitted to be an exac
description of affairs as the following para-
graph testifies : .

 Referzing to the asticles in Blackwood's

Magazine on the French Army & French
correspondent of the Z¥mes—after carefally



