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tain conditions, andin all other conditions
will bo comparatively useless,

Now, lot us return o our starting joint,
and endeavor, g in few words ns pos ible, to
foomulate the results of the foregoing con-
siderations, Tho attempls wa have made
tosolvo tho various questions which hive
arisen have led us, without exception, to
conclusions affecting some or other particn -
lar typ,0 of vessel ; they show, therefora, the
r.ocessily for a caroful classification of these
types. ‘This classilication should be based
on tactical considerations, in which case
alone will it be poasible to detormine, from
o tactical point of view, the role most fitted
for each individpal vessel. They have led
usalso to tho conclusion that the satisfie-
tory accomplishment of taclical ends re
quires the employment of vessels of special
types const. acted ad hoc; and that the ves-
gels, in which attempts have been made to
combine a variety of fighting qualities, will
answer  very imperfectly to the sanguine,
hopes entertained of them,

Finally to leave no argument unused, wo

would quote somoe ohservations contained in
alecture delivered by an English officer,
Captain Colomb, and published in tho Jour:
nal of the Royal United Servico Institution.
Amongst other things Captain Colomb said :
“If I were to make the assertion that the
designs of our ships arise more out of in-
stinct and tradition than out of any compro
kension of how they aro liable to attack and
how they are capable of defence, I should at
first raise a feeling of credulous surprise in
the minds of my hearers. Audyet I do make
this assertion.”
* And in this accusation none of his naval
hearers seemed to take exception. Further
on, speakmg of ramming and gun power, he
remarked :—But who can say of any ship in
our navy in which tho two weaponsaro com-
bined that her gun power is properly sacri-
ficed to assist her ram,or that her ram power
is judiciously curtailed to admit of increas:
ed ordnanco ?*/

Again, describing an imaginary naval
combat, he said :—** [t seems to me that a
gunless ram of equal speed with the Monarch,
but about one fifth of her size, wouid meet
her on equal terms on the opensea.’
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Toe force assembled in cemp was formed
into a divisjon, composed of vne regiment
of cavalry, threo field batteries and three
brigades of infantry. The brigades were
commanded by ofticersbelonging to theforce
of the district, as well as the staff of tho bri-
gades. Being 1ho first time these officers
were placed ia such a position,much credit is
due {0 them for the manner in which their
various duties were earried out.

Company and battalion drill was carried
out for the first foew days with marked good
cflect. When brigndes were formed and
drilled ander their respective B.igadiers, it
was surprising to observo how both officers,
non commissioned officers and men fell into
:!neir respective places in 80 very short a

ime.

i Having been taken unwell at tho time of
| your arrival in Niagara, the division was pa-

Taded and passed under your personal su
. Pervision and inspection. The general ap-

Pearance of the force, tho arms,clothing.&e.

as well as the steady manner in which the

different corps moved,I was gratified to find
received your praise andapprobation,as well
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as tho general arraugiments of teo camp
and tiflo ranges.

In order to give a pactical nlo+, or tual of
altaek and defence, a sham fight was ar
ranged by Licut. Colonel A. Brunel at the
request and with thoapproval of the Adjt.
General, under ovders is<ued on thit veer
sion, by whichh the force wis divided into
two divisions, the one numeciically inferior
to the other (or defending force) which con:
sisted of twosquadrons of the 2ud Regiment
of Cavalry, one battery of fielld artillery, and
the Rifle Brigado of five Battalions, under
tho command of Lieut.Colonel Gilimor, 2ud
Battalion Queen's Own Rifles ; the other nu*
merically superior or attacking force, and
which consistedd of tho Governor General's
Foot Guards, and one squadron of tho Re*
giment of Cavalry, two batteries of Field Ar
tillery, and two Urigades of infuntry, under
the commund of Licut.Colonel Denison, Br
gado Major. The defending force was plac:
ed in position in front of Fort St. Georgo,
overlooking the Niigsra lver, further
strengthen id by certiin passes orapproach-
es being allowed, by which only the position
could be attacked all other groundsor roads
being cousidered jmpassible. The attack.
ing force was supposed to bo advancing from
Queunston 1leights, a strong position, bemg
considered asan equivalent to superior num
bers. ‘Tho Adjutant Ge .eral and divisianal
-wiffacted as umpires, Being unable to be
inthe field, [ beg leave to forward the ac-
companying report of the fight, by Lieut.
Colonel Brunel, who acted us Assistant Ad-
jutant General : of what passed under lus
perse 2 obsecvation on this oceasion,

The Governor General's Body Guaard and
tho 2ud Regimert of Cavaley, under the
command of Licut,Colonel McLeod, muster-
ed well, averaging 3 ufticers and 45 ttoopers
per troop.

The three Field Butteties, under the com
mand of Captain Smith, Hanulton Freld
Battery, as usual musteted stioug—in tact,1
may say, in full sirength, wero well horsed
and performed their shot and skell peactice
under Licut Colonel Fieudh iuspectur of ar
titleries.

The threo Garrison Datteties performed
their annual drill of I0 duys, as follows ;—

Toronto Garrison Battery, in barracks: at
Toronto. St, Catharines and Collingwood,
at Kingston; snd were inspected by the
same officer ug the Field Batteries.

The Independent Rifle Compauy at the
Sault Sie. Maie, performed its annual dall
under the command of Captun wiison at
the abunre place.

TARGET PRACTICE.

In order to enable the force ordered to
assemblo at Niagara--being stronger than
last year—10 perform tho usual annual tar-
get practice, it was necessary to re‘arrauge
theranges, Lutts, &c. at that place,  Uaving
received the necessary authority, T accord:
ingly laid out afresh the ranges, dc in ques.
tion, adding an additional range and target
to cach of tho threosets hitherto required ;
thus making three sets of four ranges and
targets cach—one set for the 200, 400, and
600 yards respectively—in all twelvo targets
four of each class; in the discharge of which
duty I was ably seconded by It, Col. Deni:
son, Brigade Major,

The ranges and butts thus 11i ! Aut work
ed well, with perfeet salety, witording Lotter
facilities for figng, marking, &e, as well as
diminishing the labonr of the superintend:
ing officer.

nual Target Practico Retnrn ; ulso the ave
rago figuro of the soveral nims, which 1 l oy
to Lring beforo your notice :

Nanmo of the best shot in the Listiiet -
Corporal Wikon, No. 6 Company, 35th n
tation,

Xeore, Powts.
200yards. .oooyieeen vl . 34443 I8
G e L 42338 15
s 23040

N

Cavalry,
Averaga regimental figure of menit; 6 ol
Artillery.

Liell Batterics :—Performed their shot
imd s]sholl practice uader [Lieut.Colonel
“rench.

dSt. Catharines Battety, returns not receiv-
L ed,
dCallmgxpood Battery, returns not rccew:
ed.

1s¢ Brigade,

‘The hest shooting Company :—No. 5 Com-
pany, 3Sth Batt, 25.12,
1_"51.)0 Lest shooting Battalion .~35th Batt.
[RIES .

2nd Brigade,

The best shooting Company :—No. 2 Com
pany, 36th Batt, 23.52.
3’1‘he best shooting Battalion :~35th Batt.
13.49.

3rd Drigade.

‘The best shooting Company . —No. 6 Cutn
pany, 31st Batt, 21733,
]q'l_:[;o bect shooting Batlalion ,— 3lst Batl.
Yedlew

‘I'he best shooting Company ii. the Dis
trict ;—No. 5 Company 3Sth Bati,
. The best shooting hattalion : --33th Batta
10N,

Briga-le and Divisional Fiures of Merit,

Fig. of Merit,

Ist Brigade «occvivnian civiiinn.., 13.42
20d dO Liieiiicieiiianaan. oo 14,49
3rd do et i 11.81
Divisional .:.....eiiiiiiiinn.... 12.26
Tho highest Battalion figure of merit
obtained in 18TI-T2 was...... wees 17,07

The highiest figure of merit obtained

inl18727T318 o ieinnvnncn e, 17,62

A slight increase,

The above information relative to the tir
get practice, 1 havo obtained from the an:
nual target practice return for 187273 as
well fas the report (annual) for the same
year, by Major Durtnell, who acted as the
Divisional Musketry Instrdetor in camp at
Niagarn, both of which I beg leave to for-
ward for your infortmation and considera:
tion.

The muster for annual drill thisyear was

fully as strong,if not stronger than lastyear,
and when 1t i> considered that force of 6,000

i men mustered at Nugara in a little over 24

i hours, moving by wagon, rail, and steam*
( boat, and on the march from their respec
tive headquarters,to camp, (and returning).
went overlund, and wero duly rationed and

The following are the names of the best| provisioned— underwent tho dsily routine,
shots n the District, according (o the An-| and performed the duties of a soldier's life,



