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boits does it becomo unsound. ‘L'wice it has
happencd to myself 1o have a wooden stir
rup break down under me, once causing me
a yne:wy fall; and I have seen the samo
thing happen to others so often that I at
ono time took a prejudice against it and
used tho open iron stirrup as safer, But
there is no denying that tho open iron stir-
rup gives nothing like so firm o seat as the
hooded wooden onc. ‘I'he necessity of pres-
sing vpon it in order to keep your foet from
slipping forward derangoes the seat ; where-
asin the hooded stirrup tho foot hangs as
easily as when riding bareback.

1 havo come to the conclusion that alight
iron stirrup hooded is better than either,
and the wonder is that it basnot been issued.
It would be cheaper in the end, as it would
last.

‘I'ho McClellan saddlo is & very poor one
as far as lasting goes. ‘U'wo years knocks
all the glory out of it, and thero are so many
useless little bits of toggery about it, which
aro constantly getting lost or brokon, that
it is a wonder it has held its ground so long,
But, as in tho case of Colt's revolver, o sin-
glo oxcellence has counterbalanced its many
defects, It is comfortable to ridein, and if
it fits the horse any way near, it never gives
soro back.

Take it all inall, itis the best military
saddle yet in use. Tho 'Fexan is still better
in its way; but still, strip the McClellan
saddlo to the bare trec, use a leathern sur-
cingle with & rving strap girth and a breast
strap, throw & pair of useful saddle-bags
across the seat, and girth them a little in
rear of tho saddle girth, and you havo as

,good a cavalry saddle as & man need wish
or. Puta long grainbag behind, and allis
completo,

With regard to bridling, tho first thing
that suggests itself is this, that all our mili-
tary bits avo far too heavy, as also tho head
gear in goneral, Theve is a bridle in use in
Ruenos Ayres for mounted troops that is
oxcellont in this connecction. There isno
halter. Instead of thisa leathern collur iz
used, which goes just back of tho ears.
‘I'he French Chasscurs d’Afrique, tho best
cavalry of their country, use tho same col-
lar nstead of a halter. No horso can slip
out of it, it fits so close, though not tight.
‘U'o tho sides of the collar the_checlk:piaces
of tho bridle hook in two little rings made
for the purpose.

‘This bridle is wonderfully light and strong,
and by far the simplest we have over seen.
Simplicity is & great recommendation for
military purposes. It saves time in bridling
a groat object on picket duty especially, to
give the horso as much time to rest and
feed as possible, without danger of a sur-
priso finding you unready.

Tho bits of dMexicans, Guachos, Turks,
and Arabs are alike savago things. Our
military bits follow them too much. The
lighter a bit, tho better. A thin wiro snafile
mouthpiece, quite straight, with two long
but very light curb branches annexed to it,
is tho best bit I know of for military rough
riding, It very much resembles the L’el-
ham bit, The reins should be single, and
transferable to either snafile or curb to suit
mouths.

As regards appearance, I am decidedly of
opinion that all metal work, buckles, curb
branches, etc., intended for show, should be
of brass, not steel. The difficulty of keep-
ing steel cloan in the field is almost incon-
ceivable. At tho end of the war, our cav-
alry, with their steel scabbards, blued car-
bines and pistols, presented the appearance
of a pack of ill-clad bushwhackers, <vith

dirty weapons and dingy saddlo trappins,
impossiblo to mako smart.
(To ba continued,)

CORRESPONDENCE.

{2%he Editor does not hold liimself responsible for
wmdividual expressions of opinfon {n communi-
cations addeessed (0 the VOLUNTERR REVIEW.)

COMPLIMENTARY DINNER AND PRE.
SENTATION.

‘I'ho ofticors of the G66th . V. B. Infantry
Regiment gave o dinner to their Colonal,
J. J. Bremner last evening at the Ialifux
Hotel.

About forty officers and guests -at down
to a diuner gotten up with the usual ad.
mirable taste of ¥ Mino Host" of tho ¢ IIali-
fax.”?

After Grace had boen said by Rey. M.
Campbell, Major Morrow, in the sbsence of
Senic. Major Oldright, road the following
addresses :

To Lieut.-Col. James J. Bremner, Commanding
66th Halifax Volunteer Batlalion of In-

JSantry :

Wo the officers of the Regiment under
your command, beg leave to request your
accoptance of the Sword and aceompani.
ments, which we present to you herewith,
as a testimonial of our respect and esteem.

Many of us havolong been associated with
you in other positions in the Local Forces of
Nova Scotia, and have thus had frequent
opportunities of observing the order and
diligence which have uniformly character-
ized the discharge of your Military duties.

Your untiring zeal in the discharge of
your duties as Cmmanding Officer of tho
66th, and the uniform kindness and cour-
tesy, which you have always shown {o those
under your command, render this presenta-
tion n duty alike honorable toyou and agree-
able to ourselves,

Qur earnest prayer is that every blessing
may attend your amiable lady, yourself and
family, and that you may long be spared to
command the corps to which we have the
honor to belong.

H. D. Orvricur,

Lt.-Col. & Major 66th IL.V.B.1.
dJas. B, Morrow, Major.
W, I. Near, Quartermaster.
V. B, Stavyrer, Surgeon,
Georct MacLEay, Capt. Paymaster.
R. 1. Warr, Capt.
Joux W, Warr, Capt.
E, 1I. Reeves, Capt.
GroreEe Guy, Capt.
ALFRED Brooxe, Capt.
G. E. FraxkLyN, Lt.
George \W. Harr, Lt.
C. H. Herwoorm, Lt.
Wax, Dexcg, Lt.
Wi, M, Hudruery, Ens,

Halifax, N. S,, March 1871,

The presentreferred to isabeautiful Sword
and an Embossed Scabbord ; Sashand Sword-
belt and gold spurs, enclosed in a beautiful
mahogany case, costing in all about 60
guincas. On the sword and on the case tho
following inscription is engraved :

' Presented to Licut.-Col. J. J. Bremner,
Commander 66th Ialifax Volunteer Bat-
talion of Infantry, by lus officers, March A.
D, 1871.»

The rich, tasteful appearanco of the tosti-
monial atiracterd every body’s attention,

Lt.-Col. Bremmer in reply to Major Mor-

vow read tho following:
Halifax, N, S., April 3, 1871.
Licut.-Col, Oldright and Brother Officers of
the 86t Halifax Volunteer Iyfantry Bat-
talion:

It is with feelings impossible for mo ade-
quately to express, that I accept this hand-
somo and valuable testimonial, which you
have now presented to e, accompanied
with such flattering expressions of your cs-
teem and respect.

I have long been associatod with most of
you in tho Militia service, and my experienco
in the former organization, of your diligence
in tho discharge of your duties, and your
uniform courlesy and kindly feelings to-
wards me, always making overy allowapce
for my many imperfections as your com-
manding oflicer, encouraged me to enter
upon_tho formation of our present Volun.
toor Battalion, of which wo are all so proud,
I was also encouraged by receiving the
hearty support of some officers not previous-
ly connected with us, whoso reputation was
high and in whom wo all had confidence.
My oxpectations and my confidence in you
have never been disappointed, and in ac
cepting this fresh evidenco. of your kindly
feelings towards me, I must acknowledgo
how little I could have accomplished with-
out your hearty co operation and sympathy.

‘The honor which you have done me I can
never forget. Iwill ever cherish tho memory
of this evening as ouo of the proudest of my
life, and I trust that the handsome sword
which you have now presented to me, will
be handed down in my family from genera.
tion to generation, as one of the most
honoured heir looms, which it can over
possess.

I heartily thank you for your kind wishes
for myself and family; and that cvery bless.
ing may aver attend you and yours, is my
sincore prayer, and I trust that our inter
course, as oflicers of the Halifax Volunteer
Infantry Battalion, may bo long continued
in the same harmonious and friendly spirit
as }:as hitherto characterized it,

Thanking you most heartily for tho high
honor which you have done me.

I remein, gentlemen,
ever yours faithfully,
Jas. J, BreMyER,
Lt..Col. Com. 66th «H, V. L. B.

During the dinner the 66th II, V. B, In-
fantry Band, played, in astyle which elici-
ted from tho speaiters hearty oucomiums for
excellence, the following programmeo of
Music:

L Grand March.c.eeeais cooensonoo Webber.
2, Fantasiesur Robin des Bols....Pillard.
3. Valse,Dominton........... Sulltvan.
4. Galop, Mic Mao..oieesenaee . Webb.
&5, 1Zoyul Canadian Quadrilles. ... J2ellic.
6. Gelop, Night Bell....ovoieiennen Clar k.

GOD SAVE TIIE QUEEN.

After dinner the Chairman Major Morror
proposed the health of the ¢ Queen’ which
was received as becameo a true British Regl
mentlike the 66th.

The Governor General.”

* Tho Lieut.-Governor and Staff!’—res
ponded to by Col. Sinclair who spoke highly
of the officiency of the regiment, and espe-
cially of that of the band, which ho sud
ought to be far botter than that of any lino
regiment, as in the latter caso they muerely
hiad 4 or 500 men to pick from whilst in the
volunteers thoro was tbe whole, commu
nity of several thousands from which to
select.



