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J. T. Gilkison, and in company with him [
visited their princi2al school and was pre.
sent at one of their councils,
About o mile from the town of Brantford
we reached the Indinn schoolbouse, estab.
Jahed by the New England Socioty. Tt is
a plain, substantial, three story building of
briek, pleasantly situated on A& farm com-
prising two hundred acres of fortile land.
At the time of my visit the numbesr of chil.
dran in attendance, including both sexes,
was eighty-two, ‘They are taught, fed and
clothed at the expense of thae Society. None
are admitted before the age of ten. 7Tho
wiiting of several was very good, and their
examinations in spelling were highly credit-
able. There is no attempt to confer more
than a plain English Education, but provis
ionis made for consecutive advancements
to higher schoals if the proﬂc‘\enoy attained
seems to justify them. The farmor of the
establishment carefully instructs thie boys
in the wotk of the farm at all seasons of
the year, takiong a limited number with him
into the flelds and barns on all suitable oc-
casions, and adopting specific work to each
of them, subject to his inspection.
I regretted that horticultural instructions
werenotadded tathoseof theresidenttarmer,
At an ex’pense almost nominal, a few oma-
mental tregs, shrubs and plants would in-
crease the attractions of the temporary
home and its lossons tothe young Indians;
and by adding & nursuty garden tho chil.
dren would also bo instructed in the artof
soming, reating, buddirg and grafiing the
fruit troes adapted o the climate. Much
pleasant and agreeable interest would be
excited, useful cmployment would be af-
forded, and afermanent and practical ideas
of & beneficial kind would thus be carried to
many Indian homes, and secure material
and profitable results, while the productions
of the gardon and nursery would nearly or
Jquite defray the expense of tho undertak-

ing.

?n sddition to the common branches of
education, the girls are instructed in the
ordinary household work of the farm. in-
clading sginning and sowing by band and on

ne.

It was found impossiblo tosecurcattien.
dance sufficiently regular without boarding
the children in the establishment. The
parents of many reside at considerable dis.
tances from it. 1t is unquestionable that
the inflaence exerted by the school has had
avery beneficial influenco on the farm and
lomes of these Indians.

In this school two or three of the cinldren
were undistinguishable from the whites, and
wany were evidently of mixed blood. [ in-
quired from their teacher, who was a man of
experience in other schools, whether, in re-
ceiving instruction, there was any applicable
difference between the children of the two
mces, He -theught that of thetwo the In-
dians were the quickest.
Here no sattempt is now mado to teach
the mechanical arts, although at one time
this was done. The project was not aban-
doned because the Indian youths munifest-
& an insufficient aptitude for such acquire-
ments. They preferred the indepondent
lifs of farmers to that of confined and sys-
tamatic mechanics.
The same rvemarkable New England
ty, already far advanced iu the third
atury of its’ benevolent and useful labors,
ntains eight schools among the Indians
the Six Nations, besides two more.schools
other parts of ‘Ontarie. It is s close cor-
tion, and in some respects but littla is
wo of it, By an ordinanoce .issued in
49, during the time of the. British Com-
wealth, it was constituted a corporation

under the nama of **Tho President and S .
cioty for the Propogation of tho Gospel in
England.” Under the sameauthorily * gon-
eral collection was made in all tho counties,
oities, towns and parishes in England nnd
Wales,” and lands were purchased with tho
monoy 80 collected.  On the rastoration Jho
objacts of tho company wero declured to ba
not confined to New England, but to extand
also to ¢ the parts adjacent in Amarjea.

"Tho charter states the purpose of the So-
ciety to be “for tha further propagation of
tho Uospel of Jesus Christ amongst the
heathen natives in or near New England and
the parts adjacent in America, and for the
better civilizing, cducating aud tnstructing
of tho said heiathen natives in Jearning and
tho knowledgo of the true and ouly Gol,
and in the DProtestant religion already
owned and publicly professed by many of
them, and for the better encouragement of
such othersas shall embrace the samae, and
of their posterities after them, to abide and
continuo in and hold tast the said profes-
sion.”

Not far from tho chief school established

and quaint little chuveh, the ofdest sacred
edifice in the proviunce of Outario. Tt was
built by Captain Brant and his brother In
diaps, who brought with thom from the
Mohawk Valley & targo Bible and asilver
set of communion plate, preseated to them
by ¢ the good Queen Anne,” and yet cher-
ished as inalienable mementoes by the na
tion. The bell which called them to Chris-
tian worship in the wilderness of tho Mo-
hawlk i3 yet rotained for similar purposes on
tho Grand River.

"The council houso of the Six Nations, is a
now and commodious building, about twelvo
niiles trom Brantford. In tho proceedings
held within it many of’ the old ohservances
sre yet retained. The chieftancics, as to
times of peace, have been hereditary through
the female line, but inherited nat by the sen
of tho chief; but the senior nomineo of Iis
daughiter. ¢ The ancient oflice of fire keeper
18 also continued. The act and the symbol
of the act were bothin his hands, [lo sum-
moned the chiof and actually lit tho sacred
fire nt whose blaze their pipes wero lighted.”
I found abouy sixty of the chiefs present.
Three or four of the number coukl not bie
distinguished from whitos; but onthe whole

by this company, rises tho spire of 2 neat .

of men who respuct  (haniselves and their
hearts,  To unidepat g Dalie full siynticanco
af such aseene, oae must be .t aetual wit
ness of it.

Having Leen informied of my object in vis-
itg them, they oppointed ane of their um-
ber to address me. e did <0 through an
interpreter, with equal ease, taet and cour.
tesy, acel expe sead the most friendly feel-
ing anid arewdineds to Ul whatever infor-
mation [ anght desiva. When | had suid o
few wordsn reply he commended me and
my countrymen to the cwre of the Great
Spivit, and ave mo o understand that ho
was depnted on belodf of tho assembled
chiofs to shake lrads with me. He did so
gracofully and eordidly, apparently uncon-
scious thit the precdent might sometimes
be advnntageonsty adopred by assemblages
moreo numerons wd important,

After the form:l meeting was over, a few
Indians ahhossed me through ono of their
own number and an ioterpreter, informing
mo that they were pagansand yet adhered
to their uncient institutions; holding the
same opinions and practicing tho same ob-
sorvances roguding veligion and the Great
Spirit os had Veen hinded down to them
through theiv forefathors from time imme.
worixnl or prehistorie.  Like the other mem-
bers of eho-e nations, they know of the Pre-
sulent or Gireat Pather, and  expressed plea-
sure in having seen veitizen of theUnited
States. Thev assured me that although they
dittered onn many points trom the present
majority of the propleof theiv confederacy,
they helieved that the Gee it Spinit required
them to do right toward all men, and said
that they eadeavored to inculeate and prace

+ tice this golden rule.

The number of pag i $udians among the
Six Nanags on thes 1estavation is about six
hundred  Those who proloss Clivistipmty
are chiefly Episeop dims, Methodists and
Baptists, but a feware Plymouth Brethern,
1 rveturn to Hawilton moro wdeeply im-
prassed thau befure with a sense of the eapa-
Lility of the ludian fur civilization, and yet
more clearly cognizant of tho slow and alimost
impercepliblo degrees by which alone an In-
dian population can ever bo-actually ab.
sorbed by our own race.

Goup roi 7ur  Puzer —The  Bombay

the Indian characteristics prevailed, and -
dicated less intermixture ol races than might

Guzulle siys: > At Agry, the Da o of Edin-
burgh is said to have enyuired whether the

have been expected, after they had Jived in | ¢ty b
proximity so long. Indress, cleantiness, c
intelligence and other marks of comlilion!"o"u
and character, tho assembligo was at least | 84

forme:

ad a Junatie asylum. On boing ine
Jd that stich an msutution would bo of
lity in the plee, ho devoutedly thank-

Heaven, for wharever thata wag one they

in a good agriculture region. Two old chiefs
wore gaily colored bats as turbans, and had
looso coats with sashes, but there were no
other approaches to Indian costume,

On all occasiods of ndequate importance,
Afr. Gilkison, as the Visiting Supcrintendent,
presides,

Beforo  open discussion began, the clhiefs
¢t put thoir hoads together” in small knots or
parties throughout the room und consulted
carefully. The subsequentspeakersin pub-
lic wore understood to express the opinions
thus formed in the minor circles. The pro-
ceedings were in the langusge of tho Six
Nations, but an able intespreter ofticiated
when necessary.

‘Lhe ancient and admirable characteristics
of Indians in council yet prevail. Even
when highly educated our own race seldom
attains the absolutely unembarrassed fluency
of language, the self possessed and easy in-
tonations- and gestures, and the quiet and
dignified ocourtesy whiah distinguished the
speakers, They spoke with the elevated air

equal to that of an ordinary town meecting

invanably took i there, and he always
,fouml the word *welenmio’ 1 larga letters
over the estrance.’

‘The report of the Postmaster-General for
thoyear ending June, 1569, is published.
About eighty-eight per ceut. of tho tptal

ostul revenue is collected in Ontario and
Quebee, which showsa falling off of about
316,000 as compared with the previous
yoar. ‘LUhis decreaso is, however, cntively
attributablo to the dumination of forty per
cent, in postal rates.

A Vereray Goze.~There occurs amongst
our obituary notices this week the announce-
ment of the death, on Thursday lest, of Joa-
chim Fobert, of the Township of Dover, who
was the last survivor, in theso parts, of the
calebrated and bloady buagle of Lundy's
Lane, which was fought under Generals
Drumwmond and Riall . May 1814, Young
Fobortwas then only 17 years old, aund was
carried off the ticld, having received » gun-
‘, hot wound in tho forchead. Ie died nged

-4 yoears.— Chutham Planet.




