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to autoeratie government.  They are between the two
extremes, and the successful administration of Church
affuirs lies in the maintenance of harmony hetween
the two factors, the congregation and the Preshytery,
and also between the pulpit and the pew.  Muost people
go to church gervice and prayer-meeting and consider
their duty over when they have done so. DBut the
Preshyterian Church is a unity of all its parts, and the
interest of members extends from their own congrega-
tions to all the Church.  Therefore, the welfare of the
cecleaiastieal body demands an intelligent knowledge
of the constitution of the Church, and that constiution
shows not only the inter-dependence of the branches,
but the responsibilities resting upon the members and
the rights and privileges of the members in the courty
of the Church. Perhaps members would feel less
agrieved when judged against by pastor or Presbytery
were they to congsider that more than mere loeal or
personal intereats may bhe at stake.  Ministers have
often to complain that their people do not study the
history and the constitution of their own chureh as
they ought, and there is much in the complaint.  The
muost uszetul members may not be the hest informed on
church law and order, but a knowledge of these goes
far to help in the urderly conduet of the business and
to a right understanding of the relations hetween the
memhers) winisters and courts of the Chureh.

TIHHE WAR.

ITE United States hus declared  war against Spain,
and justifies its action on humanitarian grounds,
pure and simple, diselaiming all idea of conqueat. In
tLe event of its being successful it can hardly avoid
assuming such a protectorate over Cuba a3 will make
it virtually United States territory, but notwithstand-
ing thix there is no need to call in question the sincerity
of its motives in the main, as a nation, whatever may
be true of individuale. One can hardly conceive of
any higher ground on which war could ever e juati-
fied, and our aympathy must be with the United States
in the struggle, now that it has begun.

One eannot help feeling, however, that the Ameriean
people have allowed themselves to bLe somewhat
unduly hurried into the conflict hy resentment at the
blowing up of the M.ine, the responsibility for which
Spain utterly discelaimed, showing her good faith by
offering to submit the question to arbitration.  Because
of this rezentment some of the re<ources of diplomacy
were left untried.  Further delay might not have
averted war, but it would have made the case of the
United Stated in resorting to the arbitrament of the
aword much stronger than it is now. Her cause is
fundamentally a just one, but one could wish that the
necessity of employing foree to secure her demands
had been made more apparent.

The intervention of the United States on behalf of
Cuba is a recognition of the obligation resting upon
her, as the strongest govereign power on the Weatern
hemisphere, to paolice the two Americas, or in other
words to maintain 2 reazonable degree of order and
good government among her smaller neighbors, This
iz the positive ~ide of the Monrae doeetrine which
hitherto has been contined for the most part to asser-
tions that no Eurapean power had that right. We dao
net kuow that this police duty could be in better hands,
and we can only hope that she will exercise it with
moderation aa well as with firmness,

But the peaple of the Vnited Stated owe other
oldigations ta the Spanish-Ameriean  nationalities
bevend that of maintaining order and good  govern-
ment. They are bound also to edueate and evangelize
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them so as to qualify them for self-government. Tn
this respeet they have hitherto done little.  Millions
have been apent in educating and evangelizing the
peoples of Asia, buth Christinn and heathen, while but
thousands have been doled out for such purposes in
Central and South America.  Cuba, which lies nearest
of all, has heen entirely overlooked in this respect, no
American Chureh, so far as we know, having a mission
of any kind on the island.  One of the results of this
war ought to be to stimulate the missionary interest of
the churches in the nations that lie at their door.
Though nominally Christian, they certainly need their
aid a3 much ag the Armenian or Nestorian Churches of
Western Asia.

THE WASIIINGTON COUNCIL OF 1599,
IE Commission of the Alliance of the Reformed
Churches (Western seetion) met in the Wither-
apoon Building, Philadelphia, on the 14th inst. The
attendance was large, both forenoon and afternoon.
The Canadian members present  were Irincipals
MacViear and Caven and Dr.Cochrane.  The build-
ing in which they met is a magnificent picee of
Preshyterian property, worth over a million dollars,
A large amount of business was transacted.  The
programme for the next meeting of the Council in
Washington oeccupied congiderable time, and is sufli-
ciently comprehensive and varied in its contents.
The meetings will extend from Sept. 27th to Oct. Gth
1894, and the general order is to he two papers at each
sederunt followed by discussion.

All the subjects selected are full of significance and
will no doubt be handled by able writers and debaters.
The papers for the first forenvon will be on (1) The
dutiez of the oflice-bearers of the Presbyterian and
Refoomed Churches (2) The minister; (b) The Elder ;
{¢) The Deacon. (2) The History and Work of the
Allianee for the first quarter of a centusy.

Home and Foreign Missions, Women’s . Jissionary
Societies, missionary methods and kindred subjeets
receive due prominence. There are to be papers upon
The Apologetic and missionary value of the study of
Comparative Religion, and on the Bible in relation to
recent Archwological Piscoveries.

In former meetings of this great Council Canadian
Delegates did eredit to their church and country, and
we feel sure the General Assembly will take care that
we shill be suitably represented at Washington,

CHURCH TRUSTEER.
CONSERVATIVE estimate would pnt the value of
the sites and buildings, belonging to the Preshy-
terian Church in Canada, at twenty million dollars,
The ownership in all cases is with the individual
congregations and not with the church as a whole,
though ordinarily properties cannot be sold or
mortgaged without the consent of the Presbytery. In
a few instances churches have special acts of incorpora-
tion. But in the great majority the properties are
held Ly trustees for the congregation under general
acts of the several Provineial Legisiaturea, empower-
ing them to do so, and defining their rights.  Maodel
truat deeds have been prepared by compelent legal
anthorities and are recommended for use in taking
conveyance of all property for church purposes.  But
cven where other furms are usged the acts are drawn in
such a way a8 to =ufply the defects which maost fre-
quently oceur, such as a partial definition of the
uhirct of the trust, and the absenee of any provision
for appeinting successors to the original truatees.
Tnless it be in the North West Territories, whero we




