
TH'IE CANADIAN'ý INDEPENI)ENýT.

as dit df L iC \dinindividuals equal iii dignitv
and power, 1.ait seŽparate in volition andl col)-
-ciousiiess The Passage in 1 ('orinthians,
%,iii. (4, -) ani (j), seems to hiave been dictated
1-y the Holy Gliost to guard us froin tbis verY
danger oferyi-ng the thoughit of the til
revcaled personaility on(e step further; wliether
into the miultiplication of gods, or into tle
dividing of (zod.

Certainly the statenent, " but to us there is
but one God, the Father, of wlhom are- ail
thiings and we for Hum " ts very strong and
very elear, foilowing as it does a stili more
,general statement that there is " none other
(bod but'one." The symbol of the trefoil, as
an emblei of the Trinity, appears objection-
able because it does represent a structure
dividedl into thiree equal parts identical in
character: and even the Latin. church, in the
Roman Cathohec Prayer Book, repeatedly
afiirms " the holy anid ,drie Trinity'
and asserts " the confession of an everlasting
hioly Trinity and of the vwlivideduntl
tLhereof." The figure of the trefoil does not by
any analogy correspond w'iùh any of the
divine revelations concerning God. The 18tth
verse of the flrst chapter of John, as it stands;
in the two oldest, the Sinaitic and Vatican,'inanuscripts, grives us at least one ecear
thoug(ht of the: deîty. - No man hiath seen
God at any time ; t/he ocîly Ibegottený Gud in
the bosom of the Father, hoe bathi declared
Him."* (Ought the lirst Aorist midl.with-
ont an accusative, to be translatcd " lie biath
'leelared hiimself" The relation of the Son
to the Father in the Deity is b)ere partlv ex-
posed.

The difference between the force of the two
expressions " the only begotten So" amd
Vthe on Iy begrotten God' is înost material to

-our human intelligence. "The only begotten
;'Sion -(as it is in our present rca(iing) teils us
precisely what other text.- teil] us. "The oniy
liegotten Gb0d " is an expression unique :which
reveaisl- f resh and special truth. It accords
e-xactly withi the grand declaiation concern-
ing Christ that " in Hilm dwellethi dl t/a' full-
nessz of itaeole ~iou.

The vwords '<iu the boson) of the Father"
inay not 'Uc improved, but iaýy be varied with

* Hteralit.y tw conx-ey the more <renerai idea
contained in them. The wordi translated
"bosomi" ineans iikewise lap, bay, guif, o
hollow place in general.

" Tih Son of U.Xod, * tilt? oflVb"oti
(God contained in the ixisIilide and inetlàbh'lt
Father liath expoiindhvu, exîi.i11, lcidatud
"The Father.-

If we coniceive a eircle <iescrihced at the e.x-
trcmnity of an intinite radius-tie area of suecb
a circle miight bie .synibolical ofili Ç-o the
WVord," 'ý the offly begotteni ([d "its centre
being, thie humanity of Christ "Go1d li

jested iii the flesb."
Beyond that circle conceive another inde-

seribable circle whose radius from the saniîe
centre should lie inflnitely nltiplied by in-
finity, and whose circuwjfrene in lt.s va.st.
ness, visible only by segment, shouid appear
as «t straiJ/tt li'ae; the area of that circle
inight be symbolical of the Father, int-o wbosc-
bcsom the Son is revealed as egro-.oen.

Thern conceive countless radji filling Ilit
outermos( circle and ernanatincr fromi it at 1icht
angtles to it and yet convergmng to mieet in the
person of " Cé ri.st t/a' puo?1er of Godl a.nd thle
Nvisdom of G0(]." Those rays, more nninîerou>
tban iiniiiity, multipiied by infinity, and fil1-
ing and perrneating immensity-h (il radia-
fiowi, ail consecrated iii Christ " the Lord os'
glory," while issuing from the 'ý hypostasis'
of the Father. might syn'olize the Holv
Spirit " proceeding l'rom thie Father " andl
uniting the Father and the Son (Johin xv. 2<U.

Such a conception, miserabiy inadequiate a..
it is, bas tis merit is aii Py'ntleii that it dloe-ý
not nullify andl oan--el explicit 'Scriptui-es-
such as 1 Corinthians, i. 10 and Il 1 il] which
the Spirit of God is declared to search
ite deýpthq of God just as the spirit of a Tnai
within hini (his own cncone>"knoweth

th tiio-ý,of a nian:' "and Revelation 4,

snlpronoun " Thou (s ek-isas)-coulel
with the declaration "for Thy pleasure " (dia
to thel/ema .qoîf. for Tley wil-ensto pre-
clude us from irnagining three vnlitions intl
Godh ead.

CHRISTMAS IN TH7E ALLEYi.

DY O.IVE. TU ORNE.

"i declare for 't to-morrow is Cbristmas day ani' 1
dlean eorgot ail about it,' said old Aun the washer-
wornan, pausing in lier work, and 13olding flic lat-ironl
suspended in.the air.

"uhgood it 'Il do UE~growled a aisconientcd
voice froin the coarse bed in the corner.


