
THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

another the apposition af the scribes, a fourth the action of
Jesus, and a fiiîh the effect an the people. hlave read by
your scholars the parallel accounts of the call of Mlatthew
(Levi), sec above. Bring out especially the love and conde-
scension of Christ in eating with publicans and sinners, and
reier in connectian ta Luke xv. and its beautilul parables,
and impress on ail that jesus came to heal the sick, to cal
the sinners ta repentance and recelve them to flimrself.
1 [ave you-has your class heard the voice, and are they now
"friends ai Jesus V"

Notes and Comnniexnts.-Ver. i. " Again," the same
as Mlatt. ix. i. This took place after the jaurney to Gadara.
1House, " possibly f lis own, as he " dweit there " (Matt.

iv. 13).
Ver. 2. Not only house, but court filled. 'lPreached,"

instant in season and out of season.
Ver. 3. " Paisy," likely paralyzed entirely. "0 f four,"

sa he was a grown.up man, though flot aid (ver. 5.)
Ver. 4. They could pass on ta the roof by the outside

stcps ; tbey would easily break up the roof af Iattice-work
and dlay, then, by the four corners, let down the bed into
the room or couet. "IBcd," liglît mattress, or possibly only
a sheepskin rug, hence v. i i.

Ver, 5. "Their faith," including the paisied man. Thcy
don't appear ta have said anything yet. " The sins".-tlhe
Fews thoughît sickness anîd death a judgmnent ai God for sin
(Luke xiii. 2, 4.) Stiil, disease is the resuit of sin, sa first
Christ forgives sin.

Ver. 6. " Scribes," the custodianq and interpreters ai the
iaw-legality and tradition their liie-right through Christ's
lueé lus bitter enemies.

Ver. 7. "This man," wîth scorn, such a man. " Blas.
phemies," irrevererît, impiatîs words. 'Who can forgive,"
(laite right, an onwiliing testimony to Christ. He oniy wha
is sinned against can forgive.

Ver. 8. He kncw their very thoughts, H-e knows ours.
"In [lis spirit," Hi, awn, which ix omniscient. The Holy
Spirit not called Christ's before the day of Pentecost. Mfat-
theiv is very graphi-. ',Seeing their thoughts."

Ver. 9. None could answcr. Here, as aiten, the caviliers
ag-ainst Jesus had to keep silence. Note the question is,

*Is it easier ta say ?" i.e., ta dlaimn nat ta do either.

Ver. 16. «" Vh_,n the Scribes," etc., they did not sit do%%n,
oh, no !R amnitS "how is it that "-reading Il lle eateth
more forcible ; these Pharisees were shocked at Christ.

Ver. 17. "1Heard "-overhcard or told by bis disciples.
"They that ire whole," lit. "'strong ""nat the
righteous "-their own idea of th'-rnseIves. "Sinriers,"
their judgment af aIl athers.

Current Lessons.-That we sbould bring the sick of
body and sick ai saul ta Jesus.

That iaith will surmounit aIl difficulti1es.
That in Christ is ioulilled Psaim ciii. 3.
That weshouid gloriiy God for lus mercy ta ux and others.
That Christ seaîcheth the heart anti knoweth aur

thaughts.
That Christ finds the men He wants where %orne wauld

least look for them.
That formai religion is utteriy ignorant ai the heart af

Christ.

General Lessans.-AI men are sinners-saul sick,
Isaiah i. 5-6; Psalm liii. 2-3 ;Rom. iii. 10- 12.

Christ is the iriend ai such and came ta save them, Luke
xiv. 9, la0. Rom. v. 8 ; i Vzm. i. 15.

Ali who have feit the power ai Cbrisi's love should strive
to bring c'herq witbin soun<l ai tiI "-quael. See Lessan 1.
(This truth will bear repeating.>

Ja882., TR1E PHARISEES ANSWERED g 2ark il. 1-

Gol.DENç TEXT. -" Remember the Sabbath day
ta keep it hoiy."-E>.. xx. 8.

TiNts.-Nat quite certain-hikely twa periods are in-
cluded, anc shartly aiter iast lesson, the ather prabably
some manths later.

PLACES.-Still in Capernaum and its neighbaurhood.
PARAILEL.-VS. 18-22; in Matt. ix. 14.17. Lukc v.

33-39- VS. 23-28 ; in Matt. xii. 1-9 Luke vi. 1-5 ; iii.

1-5 ; ins Matt. xi-.. 10-14. Luke vi. 6-io.

111NTS; TO TEACHERS.

Ver. ici. IIMay know," here was a thing capîable ai Dangers.-Several in this lesson. The temptation ta
proaf; on this they could nat be deceived, and fram this soe ta air their knawledge about fasts among the Jews;
they might arcept the ather ; one ai the many purposes for
which Chrisî's miracles were wraught-ta confute unbe. abuto customs and ceremanies ai Orientai weddings ; even

1ievers talk about the Sabbatb as a Divine institutian, would
"Bd"-ei(nve.4)wîhraîcnsiu be out ai place here:; nar yct go inta the whole circumn-

Ver. i i. "Bd-se(nvr4)wt htcsio stances ai 1)avid's histary in cannectian with tak;ng the
power and autbority Ile speaks. .shew.bread : each af these May have-shauld bave-a pass-

Ver. 12. No word of(laubt naw, ail silenced. IlGlarified ing notice, but that shouid flot accupy the time ai the pith
God "-Luke tells us he first glarifhed Gad. [le knew the ai the lesson.
source ai the healing. They fallawed, flot the scribes, we 'What and Haw ta Teach.-By putting the inci-
May lie sure.dettgteyuwl e httekytoh ite

Ver. 13. " Forth," indicating the pasition of Capernaum, daen togeer yof wl secu thand oervtacht ix thd
conncte wih te sa b a ubur offisers hus ad cs- he teaching is that there ix a place for lastin.', that there is
tam ouse-Laîge.righteauFness in the observance ai the Sibbath, but that

Ver. 14. Alpboeus-distînct fromn Aipheus, father ai these aie secandary ta tbe spirit ai Cbrist's religion. Tbat
James the Less. Nfatthew's occupation and assaciaics no His people are nat be ta burdened wîth outward forms, but ta
biar ta Chrisî's eali ta him, aiterwards named Mlatthew. have the liberty af the sans ai God. That ta attempt ta do
''Sittinig," ai trades sit -t their wark in the East. "'Re- otherwise ix lîke putting new wine inta aid bottles-they
ceipt ai custom." at the custom house. Ilie arose"-na would bi., st. Wilh reference ta the Sabbath, twa incidents
Iresitation. Luke says " leir -il]." lie was a publican, l.e., 1 in the port-on enabled jelui ta place that in ils right lîght.
a tax callectar i',r the Romans, and as such hated by his The flrst was the plucking by the disciples ai cars af corn
cauntrymen. when passing through the cornfield an the Sabbath ; in sa

Ver. 15. " Sat at meat." Matthew made him a great doing they had vîalated the traditions ai the Pharisees.
ieast, later an likely--Luke V. 29. 11 Publicans and sin- Christ shews that necessity ix higher than a farm, and
ners," bad and disreputable, Christ came irîo contact with jquates a remnarkable instance afi ha violation in a case ai
them as a friend. !necessity-never condemned ; and having deiended hix dis-


