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INTERNATIONAL I ESSONS.
LESSON XLIX.
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GOLDEN TEXT,—'*Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
slx:rength. and honour, and glory, and blessing.'—

ev v, 12

THE HEAVENLY SONG.

HOME STUDIES,

M. Rev. iv. t-11..The throne of God.

T. Rev, v. 1-14...The heavenly song,

W, Rev.xiv. 112, . A new song,

Th., Ex. xv. 1-19...The song of Moses,

F.  Rew. xv. £-8...The song of Moses and the Lamb.
S. P, xcvi, 1-13, . Greatly to be praised.

Sab, Ps. cl. 1-6.....An exhortation to praise,

HELPS TO STUDY.,

Ia lesson XLVIL. we found that John +
to write ** the things which are, ana e
be herealter ”’ (Rev. i. 19).

“‘The things which are "' ~—the condition of Lhnsuanity in
the apostle’s time, as represented by the seven charches o
Asia—we find recorded in the second and third chapters (sce
Lesson XLVIII).

*The things which shall bs hereafler "—the then future
history of the Church of Christ—begins to be revealed in the
fourth chaptes, which opens with the command given to the
scer, **Come up hitherand I will shew thee things which
must be hereafter."  The remaining part of this book, from
the beginning of the fourth chapter to the end of the twenty-
second, is therefote wholly prophetical.

It must be always kept in view that the vision of John was
symbolical —that he saw neither heavenly objects, nor the
actual scenery connected with events which were to occur on
eatth, but figurative representations, or what are called
simulacra, of these.

In attempting to explain the symbols, or to decide defin-
itely upon the particular events foretold, the great danger is
that of falling into fanciful interpretations. o exposition
of this ook yet given has met with general acceptance. It
is safest in most cases to leave the events and objects spoken
of in that *‘sublime obscurity ® which in no way detracts
from the weight and imporniance of the practical lesson which
the book conveys.

\We suggest the following division of our present lesson :
(2) A Senled Book and a Weeping Prophet, (2) An Open
Buok and a Siuging Universe.

I. A SEALED BooK AND A WEEPING PROPHET.—Vers,
1-4. Under this head four subdivisions may be made : (1)
The Book, (2) The Challenge, (3) The Failure, (4) The
Lament,

1. The Book, Its position, in the right band of Him
that sat on the throne (chap, iv. 2), indicates that its
source and author is God, the Father.

Its being written within and on the back may teach
its fulness, and its double aspect—one God-ward and the
other man-ward. The “books’ in those times were not
bound like ours, but in the form of a roll, sumewhat like our

commissioned
* .+ which shall

maps.

Spealed with seven seals: The number seven, so fre-
quent'y used in this book and in other prophetic writings,
denotes completeness or perfection ; so it was impossible to
ascertain the contents of the book until the seals were bro-
ken. Trench calls it the “ covenant number,” the sign and
seal of God's covenant with His people.

>, The Challenge. Who is worthy to open the
book ? This challenge was proclaimed by a strong Angel
{compare Psalm ciii. 20), acting perhaps in behalf of God's
justice, or publishing the demands of His law. This loud
voice may be heard sounding throughout the Bible. ** Adam
....where art thou?” (Gen. iii, 9) ; ** \Vho shallascend into
the hill of God ?” (Psalm xxiv. 3); ¢ How can a man be
just with God 2" (Job xxv. 4.)

3 The Failure. No man (lhiterally »o o¢ ; no one cither
among men or among other creatad intelligences) was found
worthy to open the book. It required not only holiness
but some extraordinary merit, some great work connected
with the contents of the book.

¢. The Lament, U wept much. The Apostle must have

been impressed with a sense of very important interests de-
pencing upon e opening of the book, and something very
sad being nvolved in failure.  However unable we may be
to tell cxactly what it is that this book represents, it is
pretty plain that it includes the problem of existence, the
écstiny of man, the questivn of eternal life or death. Had
no oac been found worthy to open it John would not be
alone in his sorrow. But there is comfort at hand.

II. Ax Orex BooR AND A SINGING UN1VBRsE.—Vers.
5-14. Of thus division also four subdivisions may be made :
(1) The Opener of the Book, (2) His Success, (3) The Song
and its Singers, (4) The Chorus.

In chap. iv. ver. 4, we read that *“round about the throne
were four-and-twenty scats (rather Zkrones), and upon the
seats four-and-twenty elders.” | These are supposed to re-
present the Church, It is one of these elders that now ad-
dresses to John the words weep not, and gives him good
ground for comfort. .

1. The Oﬁnera/ the Book. The Lion of the tribe of
Judah....bath prevailed, This name is given to the
Messiah in accordance with Jacob's dying pmg‘cﬁon (Gen.

f| Churchand tis animated world; the former represented

xlix. ). The use of the word *‘prevailed * hers implies
that the worthiness to open the book was attained through a
great struggle, and by extmordinary effort.

2. Mis Success. 1t was a ** Lion " that prevailed to take
the book—Iit needed strength to do 50 ; it was a Lamb as
it had been slain that came and took the book—it
nceded a worthiness procurcd by sacrifice.  Jesus Christ is
both the Lamb and the Lion—the saciifical Lamb to free
11is people from the grasp of divine justice, and the strong
Lion to rescuc them out of the hands of the enemy. Seven
horns : all.powerful. Seven cyes : all.secing,

1e took the book out of the right hand of the Father,
and the book was not withheld. This shewed that e was
accepted worthy to open it.

3 The Song and sts Singers, The passing of the book
from the hands of the Father to those of the Son is the sigial
fera triumphant burst of praise beginning with the four
beasts (properly siving creatures) and the four-and.twenty
clders immediately surrounding the throne, and then taken
up by all intelligent and sinless beings throughout the
universe.

Vanous interpretaticns heve been given of the ** four liv-
ing creatures " unfortunately translated ** beasts " in our ver-
sion. Two of these interpretations are much more reason.
able than any of the others, {1) that they ropresent ** re-
deemed humanily v and (2) that they symbolize “ God's
sentient creation.” * The latter is the view of Alford, who
says: ‘* Thus the throne of God 1s surrounded by !Igs
the twenty-four elders, the latter by the four living bcings..x
We incline, however, to the former view, because these four
living creatures are represented as jowning with the elders in
singing the new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take
the book, and to open the seals thereof, for Thou wast
slain and hast redeemed us, and none but the redeemed
could sing that song.

This is the song of redemption and is called ** new ” per-
haps todistinguish it from the song of creation with which
the fourth chiapter closeo.

Shall we ever join in singing that new song in heaven ?
If so, we must learn it on carth,

o The Chorus. The song itself is sung only by those who
“ have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb;"” and we may well suppose that in
exercising this privilege they experience a peculiar rapture,
to which even the ‘* angels that kept their first-estate ” are
strangers ; but the Chorus is universal. All sinless and in-
telligent beings throughout the creation are struck with
boundless admiration by the disclosure of the wonderful
work accomplished by the Saviour in redeeming 1his people
from sin witﬁoul detriment to divine justice ; and although
they cannot say ** Thou hast redeemed us,” they lend their
voices to swell the chorus, saying with a loud voice, Wortthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, an honour, and
glory, and blessing.

CHALMERS ON THE MESSAGES 7O SARDIS,
PRILADELPHIA AND LAODICEA.

The following is from Dr Chalmers’ * Sabbath Scripture
Readings,” written shortly before his death, He did notin-
tend these private meditations for publication. They were
found among his papers and published after his death.
¢ My God, how descriptive this, regarding the Church of
Sardis, is of myself—a name to live, while I am well-nigh if
not altogether dead. O, my God, strengthen for me, or
rather strengthen by me, the things which remain—give me
to be more watchful than hitherto. 21y works are not per-
fect, and to instance but in one thing, has patience had its
K:tfcct work in me? I would rencw, O God, my repentance

fore Thee, and at the saine tine hold fast my faith, or
the rejoiciny and confidence of my hope, lest sudden distruc-
tion come upon me, Give me to conless Christ before men,
that He may confess me before the Father and his angels.
Give me, O Lord, of the blessings and the promises which
Thou here holdest forth to the Church of Philadelphia. Mine
isindeed but alittle strength ifany at all. 1 haveadversaries,
and I pray for charity towards them. Inas far asXam right
and they are wrocg, give them to see, and if Thou thinkest
mest, to acknowledge their error, I will not th for their
humiliation, but for their amendment.  Bring forth my judg-
ment unto light, and my righteousness asthe noon-day. Sawe
me from the trials that are too heavy for me, and give me to
overcome.  Prepare me for the land of blessednessand ever-
lasting peace—where cnemies cease from troubling and the
weary ate st rest.  And my closing prayer from these verses,
my prayer to Him who is unchangeable and tnic—to Him
whois not the beginning but the beginner, not the first created
but the Creator, not the first originated but the Originator—
for though to Hum is ascribed a Sonship, His is an Eternal
Sonship, and without Him was not anything made that was
made—my prayer to this high and holy One is that He would
save me, both from the character which is here denounced,
and the curse which, if not reformed, will most assuiedly be
fulfilled upon it. Save me, save, O God, from the luke-
warmness of the @hurch of Laodicea. 1 have a zeal about
things pertaining to God, but where is my zeal for God Him-
self?2 I may be a zealous asserter of the doctrine that has
come out of {is mouth ; but where is my zeal for God as a
being—for the living God? And I am actuated bg the
strong conviction that nothing will make society right but a
diffused Christianity—yet where, alas} is my warm and
zeal~us affection for human souls, or for Christ, the resl per-
sona. Christ, who is the alone Saviour? Itmaybethat lam
not cold ; but assurcdly I am not hot, My only comfort

is that I do not say of myself, and most assuredly do not feel

of mysclf, that T amrich and havenced of nothing. 1 will
cry unto Jesus, May the chastenings that are now upon me’
Teld this peaceable frult, ever taking unto Him both as the
1d my rightcousness, and the Lord my strength—my
rightcousness wherewith to be clothed, my wisdom also by
which I may see. O the blessed universalit{of the sayin
~I1f any man open, Lord, I would open my heart, and wel.
come with outstretched arm Thine admittance there. Enter
intv convivial fricndship with{me, O Christ.  Give me to
overcome as Thou hast overcome.  And let all these wam.
ings be not only heard by the car but sink deep into the heart,
Amen, amen.

FALLING IN LOVE.

It would be interesting to know what part the process of
falling in love is destined to play in the future history of
mankind. A review of the past dcvc!ogment of the custom,
from primitive times to our own enlightened age, suggests
the teflection that it has tended to become a slower and more
conscious operation, It is not many people who now tumble
suddenly and recklessly into thiscondition of mind, Culture
scems to have the cffect of transforming the prucess of falling
into one of sliding. Ta refer again to a somewhat xmahgg\n
mental expetieace, culture scems to make less frequent both
sudden forms of falling in lovc and sudden conversions.
And this change is plainly due in a large measure to the

rowth of volitional force.~ Al falling in love is, of course,
the direct effect of an Inveluntary and emotional impulse 3
{ct a negative act of will may perhaps be said to be Involved
n the non-repression of this impulte.  As people advance in
intellect and character, the ascendsncy of the will increases,
and the amatory sentiment is only allowed to attach itsclf to
an object very slowly, and after the fullest critical investiga.
tion, = It is not necessary to adopt the ultra-prosaic supposi-
tion that sexual selection will ever become a purely voluntary
action, Itis commonly said that more and more persons
now marry for definite objects, such as wealth, social posi.
tion, or domestic adornment ; ye: the normal mole of selec-
tion is still held to include the play of an instinctive emotion
as well. What the higher culture seems to do, over and
above strengthening the controlling power of will, is to make
this emotion more reflective and sclf-conscious. People learn.
to undesstand more clearly their own feelings and tastes, and
to know better beforehand what kind of objects is likely to
satisfy them. The emotional impulse nuw shows itself as a
conscious wish to possess an object of a certain definite char.
aracter.  Still, the actuat conception of a strong affection is
a process that goes on outside the will, though the will may
be said to approve of it in a new sense when its result is
recognized as agrecing with a pre-existing wish and desire.
We hardly think, then, that there is ground for the cynical

rediction that falling in love is rapidly becoming an obso-
ete custom. The experience will probably grow much less
violent and catastrophic in jls character by being brought
into closer relation to the intellectual and volitional parts of
the mind,  And the same influences which bring about this
effect will no doubt tend to tone down people’s rapturous
faith in the occult and transcendent nature of the process.—
Zhe Saturdey Review.

A CAPITAL PRESCRIPTION.

A rather ecceatric yet eminent physician was called to at.
tend a middle-aged lady who had imnginary ills.  After
many wise inquiries about her symptoms and manner of life
he asked for a piece of paper, and wrote down the following
prescription ¢

“po SOMETHING FOR SOMEBODY.”

In the gravest manner he handed it tothe patient and left.

The doctor heard nothing from the lady for a long time.
On Christmas morning he was hastily summoned to the cot-
tage of her Irish washerwoman.

‘¢ It’s not meself, doctor, it's me wnst that’s ailing. Ye
see, I was afther gein’ out into the black darknesc for a few
bits of wood, when me foot struck this baske.. It stood
theae, like a big mercy, as it was, full of soft flannel from
Mrs, Walker. She towld me that your medicine cured her,
doctnr.  So, if you plaze to put a little of that same on me
wrist, 1’} be none the worse for me nice present.”

“Its a powerful remedy,” said the doctor gravely. And
more than once in after years he wrote the prescription,

10O SOMETHING FOR SOMEBODY.”
—~Domestic Fowurnal.

MANY of the people of Afghanistan are as fair as Eng-
lishmen. The boysare noted as being particularly handsome,

DurinNG October over 35,000,000 postal cards were seat
I"lrom the Holyoke factory—the largest month’s business ever

one.

THE cditor of **Once 2 Week ™ feclingly advises ladices
gsimus of adding to their incomes to try anything but
iterature.

Bivths, Parviages and Deaths.

. MARRIED.

On the tgth inst., at the residence of W. E. Wedde, &?.,
69 Vananley street, Toronto, by the Rev. J. B. Silcox, Mr,
Frank N. Scott, of Toronto, to Miss Alice Urquhart, of
Uxbridge. .

At the parsonap=, Stouffville, by Rev, E. D, Silcox, on
Wednesday, November 19th, Mr, Asa Millard, of Altona, to
Miss Emily Kester, of Markhim, ’




