In this way they became masters, alinost
against their will, of ono tract of land after
another, till at last in the good Providence
of God, and by a succession of cvents—
many of thew g0 wonderful as to be alinost
piraculous—tho whole of the empire now
called British India, became subject to
English rulo. Numbers of the natives, at-
tracted by the good and regular pay which
they reveived from the Government, now
enlisted in the KEnglish army, or rather
themselves formed an army commanded by
English officers, for the muintenance of our
power in Iudia, It is this army, onco
descrvedly celebrated for its faithfulness,
which bas now rovolted agaiust us, and
with the most merciless and fearful cruelty
slaughtered thousands of our fellow coun-
trymen and countrywomen who had been
wont to look to thewn for protection.

What, then, can be the rcason of so
strange an evont ¥ If we Jook to second
causes, it scems pretty clear that it is the
work of the Mohammeduns, who have
always hated us, and that they took advan-
tage of the distribution of the greased
cartridges to persuade the Hindoos that
they had been prepared with animal fut,
(the use of which is forbidden by the Hin-
doo religion), and that it was a plot tramed
vith the intention of making them Chris-
tians by force.

But whatever the immediate causes may
be, there are others which lie fur decper:
« T3 there ovil in a city,” or country, ** and
the Lord hath not done it ?”” and when He
whose * strange work " is judgment, bas
lifted up His hand to inflict so signal a
chastisement, ought we not, in all humility
and earnestness, to inquire what it is which
has provoked His anger ? and in this case
it nceds not that we look fur. It is the
statement—not of a wissionary, not of a
minister, but of the Tmes newspaper—that
«We gave the actual countenance and sup-
port of our Government to idolatrous cere-
wonies and institutions ; we permitted rites
of the foulest impicty and barbarism to be
practised ; we allowed the profession of
Christianity to remain absolutely penal by
ilindoo law, and we couducted ourselves
generally as if we held our power by suffe-
rance, and weve content to sink our charac-
ter as Christians, on condition of an casy
tenure, It isa fact that British officers
have, in their public capacity, made offer-
inge ¢ idols, and that lhe frst baplized
sepoy (native soldier) was dismissed from
the army.” %

 But why need we, who have no power to
alter these things, think about them 2 —

1. That we may learn from these judg-
ments of God’s hand ho. hateful a thing
sin is,apd think if it bears such bitter
froits—if it is visited with such heavy
chastisements only in a way of warning,
(for it is only in a way of warning that sin
is punished in this world), what will he
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those drogs of the cup of God's wrath
which must be drank hereafter by tho sin.
ner who has passed into his Muker's pre-
sence unforgiven?

2. That we may mourn over the sins of
our nation, and cntreat the Lord to cause
His anger to cease. Danicl, though so
holy a man that his enemics conld find no
fault in him, yet humbled himself before
God for his nation's sins, saying, * We have
sinned ;" and if we wili sincerely, and ear-
nestly seck for wmercy now, and ask help
from Him who alone can cffectually give it,
doubtless He will return and repent, and
leave a blessing behind Him,

8. That we may be stirred up to employ
any means which may be in our power, and
at all events and chiefly, to bo earnest in
prayer for the spread of tho Gospel of
Christ amongst the unhappy natives of
British ludia,

—_—————————

MISCELLANEOUS.
A Brahmin silenced.

A missionary in Hindostan must cxpect
to have many contests with the Brahmins.
It is necessary therefore, that he should
be very familiar with their sacred writ-
ings; and he should have his knowledge
always at command. On,onc occa &
missionary in India went to a lurge paace
on a market-day. He says, 1 hada
large number of tracts and Bibles for dis-
tribution ; and I sat down in the market-
place to converse with the people upon
the grace and truth of salvation. But
before I reached it, I heard a terribic noise
of women as [ thought, quarrclling. Now,
the women in India who bclong .o the
humbler classes, have tremendousty long
tongues. Well, I heard them abusing
somtbody, and using language very im-
proper to escape from ladies’ lips; they
were calling some one all manner of names
but that of gentleman ; and when 1 came
to the place, I saw what was the matter.
They were not abusing a man, but & great
fat bull, which was eating up the rice,
and sweetmcats, and vegetables, and
other things, that these women had brought
in from the country to scll. The bull in
his rounds had found them out, and was
poking his nose into this basket and that
basket; and there were the wemen doub-
ling their fists and cursing at his nose;
but no one dared to touchhim. He knew
very well that hard words would never
break bones, and he went on and enjoyed
himself, to the great injury of the peo-
ple. The women when thuy saw my
white face (for a white face is very un-
common in the interior villages), directly
put their hands togethcer, and called, ‘Have
mercy, have merey!” 1 saw what was
the matter. ‘They were looking at the
bull eating up their goods. ¢ Drive him
away,’ said I. ¢ We darc not,’ they said.

*Why not?* Because he is a god.” He
9

25

is no more a god than I am,’ I said.
* Drive him away for us,’ they suid; and
as this was an appeal to my humunity,
and I saw the women distressed, 1 gave
him two or three good pokes in the riby,
and he soon hurried away. The women
went down and thanked me; and I was
about to give them a soleren address on
the folly of calling such a thing n« that
god, when I found 1 had got into a terri-
ble mess. It was very casy to get into o
difficulty, but very hard to get out of it.
There were hundreds and thousands of
men there; and a number of them, who
were watching me, as soon as they ssw
me strike the bull, came down looking
like a thunder-cloud, and they spoke al-
most like thunder too: ¢What are you
doing ?' T thought I was in for it now;
and I said, *I was only driving away that
thicf of a bull." ¢You struck it, did you
not» Ysaid I did. * Do you know that
you struck a god? *\What nonscnse,
*said I to call that brute god! *Stay,
said they, *here comes a Brahmin.! Now,
the Brahmins are some of them very
learned, and some of them are not; but
all of them are very proud. This man
had great influcnce ameong the people,
and they said, * Here comes the Brahmin ;
answer him." He came down, surrounded
by some hundreds of people; and he
contrived to look as black as he possibly
could, as if he thought he would annihi-
late me with his black looks ¢ What
have you been doing?” *My lord, I was
waiting to drive away a thicef of a bull,’ I
said. *Did you strike it? <I did.
Do you know that you struck a god ¥
I tricd now to make myself two or three
inches taller than 1 was, and to look as
bluck as possible, and 1 said, ¢ Answer
me. Are you a Brahmin ¥ To call his
Brahminical character in question was
dreadful, and he said, *Certainly,” and
showed me the emblem of his office.
¢ Are you a Bralmin, and call that crea-
ture god? *Yes, I am.’ *Have you
rcad your own shasters?” ¢ Certainly, 1
have,” he said. * Well, will you be good
enough, for the benefit of these people,
who do not know the shasters, to quote
one passage about God's honesty > <1
will not,” he said. * The fact is,’ said I,
¢you cannot; but if you eannot, I can;
aud i you won't, I will. I then quoted
out of one of thcir shasters: *God is
honest; God is just; God is true,, *Is
that true? I said. ¢It is,” he said.
¢« Tell me Brabmin, was it honest for that
great bull to go to these poor women, and
take their rice, and sweetmeats, and fruits
and vegetables, without paying for them ?’
‘The idea of a bull paying for anything
never occurred to him. e had not a
word tosay. Isaid, *Now, what are you
going to do? You are the priest of the
bull; are you going to pay the women for
what the bull has stolen? *Iam sure I
will not.” ¢Can you say, then, that this




