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Wý and civil rights. See Stua-riv. Bouttna-n (1853), 3 L.C.R. 309, 3
R.J.R.Q. 228, 268; Wilcox v. WIcox (1857), 8 L.C.R. 34.

~. ~Notwithastanding the legisiation of the century following
the Cession, the Custoin of Paris continued te be the funda.
mental law of the province, until i 1866 it was embodied with
the statutory law of civil rights and property ini the Civil Code

of Lower Canada.
Nevertheless sorne important changes wcre miade by statute

in the commercial law of the province during this period. The
most notable enactmeuts w'cre the ordinance of the Legisiative
Couneil introducing in 1785 the English law of evidence in coin-
merciali natters,2 l' and the provincial statute 10 & Il Viet., c.
31, in effect hriîiging into force the l7th section of the Statute
of Frauds.

Stili more ivmportant miodifications have beeil eftected by the
practice of the courts. The commerce of the country wwi alwnys
inainly in, the hands of the English-speaking pui-t of hie eotii-
munity and trade wvas carried on altnost exelusively with Eng-
land, the United States and the other provinces. It was natural,
therefore, that the decisions of English judges on commercial
i&w should coule to he treated by Quebee courts with a higli de-
grec of defereiice, and this was ail the more natural inainuch as

it wax found that there was great simnilarity betNeeni the Eng-
lish and Frenchi systemai by reason of their coînmnon enigin in
flhc custoni of inerphaltS.21

The resuit aeems te be that although English dcisioxs may
net necessarily he binding authorîties in Quebet, because thec
conmnercial law cf Québec, as a general rule, is the French law
(Uravelle v. Beaudoin (1863), 7 L.C.J. 289, 11 R.J.R.Q. 221;

~ .4 Yoig v. Macnider (1895), 25 S.C.R., at p. 283), yet the prac-
'i ~ tice of the judges hua been te consider Englîsh decisions as wcll

e,17 fkas Frenchi (as> e.g., ini You-ti v. Mlac aider, 25 S.C.R., at pp. 277
and 278, anid in the court below, Q.R. 3 Q.B. 539; Gle-ngoii v.

l' (20> Shortt and Doughty, op. cit., 1). 532.

IL (21) See Walton, op. cit.. p. 21.


