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the fees from the courts in Iodia, where stamps
used iu proceedings are included, y ield a sur-
plus revenue to the Government; and we do
flot sce why this revenue should flot be drawu
upon for the purpose of paying for, or at least
contributing to, the expenses of the Judicial
Coînmittee. A court consisting cf three Eng-
li',h lawyers, two Indian Judges, and two colo-
nial judges, would inspire confidence every-
where, and if it sits regularly, as it cannot but
do if the members have ne other courts to at-
tend to, it w iii hcone of the best courts in the
country. Our article has become longer than
w c thought it w-ould be, and xve have therefore
heen obliged te hurry over the latter portion
cf it. We trust, hoxvever, we have said enough
to areuse tlic ser ions attention of the logisla-
ture te the subject. " Delays are alw ays dan-
gereus," and noue the less se lu lawsuits.
'fhc Judicial Committee, therefore, shoulfi be
invested w ith sufficient power to cause as littie
delay lu disposing cf the appeals before thorm
as possible; fer, as Mr. Gladstone put it,
" Justice delayed is justice denied."-Law
Mfagazine.

JIJDICIAL BEBATE.
One cf the peculiaritios in the English sys-

temn vortby cf the attention of the Judicature
Commission, and likçely te meet with consid-
eration in their report, is the dîfference betweeu
the administration cf commen law and equity
ln the number cf the Judges constitutiog a
court. The late addition te the Bcnchi lu the
cemînen law courts makes this difference mere
striking at the present than at any fermer time.
It is truc that this sixth Judge lu each of the
Queou's Bcnch, Exehequer, aud Cemmon
Pleas, bas net beetn created for the purpos-e cf
the legal business cf thec court as carricd ou
betw cen Crew n and subject, and betwecn sub-
jeet and subj1ect, but rather te give a legal
chiaracter te au investigation w hich, althoýugh
professedly judicîal, was fast degenerating into
a Parliamentary repetitien cf the ctruggle at
at the hustings. Still, the additicnal Judge
will be available for the trial of causes, par-
ticularly wvheu they are of a difficult character.
Whilc tlîis is the case iu the cemmen law
ceurts, five cf the equity ceurts are presided
over hy a cingle Judge, with the privilage,
rarely exercicd, cf cbtaining the aid cf an
assosser frein the other bench ; sud the sixth
equity court has enly two Judges, whe, how-
ever, may sit spart te determine a large part
of the niatters withiu their juricdictien. Ou
the whole thiere is presented the noteworthy
feature cf contrast lu eur judicature, that net-
withstanding the ta e classes cf courts have
in nîany respects a cencurrent juricdlictien, the
cue class consists cf three court-, with six
Judges each, the ctlîer class cf five courts
with one Jîmdgc each, and another with tw o
Judgec, or, as the class muay bo described for
some purpeses, cf sevon courts w itb a single
Judg-e each.
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'f which mode of censtituting a court wil
the comînissioners give the preference ? WThen
three or four judgmnentc frei the saine bench
are concurrent, the bencfit generally lu settling
the law ivili be admittcd. But it is net ail
gain. A chief cf vigorous intellect and povcr-
fui mind will soînetimes unduly sw ay a puisue
cf greater learning than cteadfactness. Sem-e-
times aowîn, a succcssful pelitician, when
premeted over the heads of botter men, is con-
tent te pick up hic law from hic ycunger
brothers, and clothe it with his ewn elequence.
Net every judizment wvhich hears a show cf
uuanimity is thýought out on a wvell-balanccd
cemparisen of epinions, and a graduai reason-
ing aw ay of differences by a cemmon ascer-
tainmentcf principles. Love of ease, tee, wll
play its part. Se it happons that lu some in-
stances the estensible agreement of three or
four is cf ne nmore intrincic value than the de-
cision cf cne. Net always on the hench is it
true that 1'euieînfmit la force.

The strcngth of a court cf a pluralîty cf
nwembers may lie lu its division as uîuch as iu
its accord. Whcre the Judges differ aud each
delivers hic opinion, b-ised on principle and
authority, a peint of law is securc'd the fuilest
sud sounidest discussion cf o'hich if is capable.
Truc, it has been discussed lu like manner on
the fleer of the court, and it may be objected
that flic cuiter craves judgînont; but there is
this differeuce that the debate by ceunsel is
advocacy, the argument by flic judge is cen-
viction. But what is the practical fruit? Net
that cf a kiud always acceptablc te the cuiter,
but very acceptable te those ;vhese future fer-
tunes depeud on the ultimate recuit; very
acceptable te the cemmunity, lu respect cf
whom a settlement cf the law is of more impor-
tance than dciay or harass to the particular
litigant. Iu ether w erds, coutrariety cf opin-
ion in the iferior court prepares the w ay for
a sciernn d final determinatien by tlîe court
cf appeal. Tliat is eue great service reudered
by a court cf numerous judges.

But or ceots cf appeal themîselves coîîsist
cf numemeus judIge. Tbe Chaucery Court cf
Appeal bas tbree, though they are nct bcuud
te sit tegether, sud de se ouiy in the more
difficuit cases. '[ho Exchequer Chamber and
tflieusowe cf Lords are netably courts cf nu-
Tuerons momubers. But it wouid be a great
mictake te apply theîn iudîscrimninatcly tlic
thery of advautage fremn coufiet cf opinion on
the Bcncb. Te the full appeal court in Chan-
cory, and the Eaxchequcr Chamber the theory
may be applied, for thmere romainis the leuse
cf Lords, te give certitude te the law. But te
the leuse et Lords itself the theory bas ne
applicatien at aIl. Fertunately in the highest
court cf appeal lu another jurisdictien, the
Judicial Committee cf the Privy Ccuncil, the
observances cf that ceunicil de not admit cf
publication of auy debate by the ruonbers. It
is otheru-isc lu the flouse cf Lords, sud if, lu
such a body, aîîything, could add te the inox-
pediency of induiging iu the expression cf ami-
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