
practical outoome of all thisl< What benefit, dir-'it or indirect, do we,
as a people, expert to derive froru such an exypendituro of time or money
on the part of the individual or of' the nation?~ Nowv, wvhile to a body
of strictly scientific workers the considcration of sitcli a question would
bc quite untiecessary, it is possible that tiiere may te, even here, somoe
who have thought over this question froin tbis practical stalndpoint.
And, firai of' ail, 1 suppose it inay bc ;i-.fly asserted that overy scientifie
subject bas a twofold aspect. viz.: tirsi, its studfy from a purely scientific
point of view and in 41 the iinterests of science proporly so called ; and,
secondly, its cconomic importance. Thus, if you wcere to ask the ento-
niologist what practical good lie expects to derive froni the study or
SexéuqIs contemphlation of tmgcs or inisecis, hoe woul(l rc'adily Say that
rnany cf thiose insects are injurious to the ,,towth or developient of
certain valuable fruits or grains, and the sttudy of their habits, zlheir
methods of existence, and the means by which their destruction cani best
be effected, foi-tris an exceedingly important brancli of study, in order
that their encroachnients înay be most successfully resisted or their
extermination miost readily efflected. So, àlso, wvith the ornithologist,
the study of the habits of' certain birds, injurions or otherwise to vegte.
talion, as iii the case of tbe Englisli Sparrow or other species, is con-
sidered so imaportnt that spocial investigations iii tijis direction have
been undertakon by oui' neiglibors across the Uine. As regards the pro-
bleins of geological science, the economie aspect of the question is of

special vaie in iiiany ways; since upon thc cha racter of the rocks
beneath the surfa~ce depends very largely the agricultural value of souls
whiclî have been produced by tlheir disintegration. or decay, and te
deterîn ination of arens suitable for successftil settleemunt and their fitniess
for the growth of certain important classes of food products. The d1eter-
minationl of îinieal-beatritig belts, and the probabilities of the pr-of' ble
exl)enditure of capital iii the search for economnie ininerais, also in croat.
meanre depend tupon the correct determination of geological horizons,
and constitute oie of the nmost important of the practical problenis lire-
sented by the study of Uie science of goology. WVith ninny of those

whoregrd cintitsasa cinss, simply as cranks of a higher growth

and as persons who have no clear conception of the objects for 'vhich.
they are working, il is vory evident that the coinsideration of these


