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"NATURAL HISTORY.

In looking around upon the works of
Nature, we observe they are divided into
three classes. The first consists of those
which are endowed with life and possess the
power of motion ; these we call Animals.

g The second embraces those which possess a

species of life, but are without the power of
motion ; these we call Vegetables. The
third, incluing those thatare motionless and
without life of any kind, as stones and
earths, we call Minerals.

These three classes constitute the Three
Kingdoms of Nature, Animal, Mireral,
and Vegelable. The scientitic description
of these is called Natural History: the
first brauch, the science of Animals, iscall-
ed Zoology.  The science of Vegetables is
called Botany; the science of Minerls is
called Mlincralogy. Fach of these are full

of wonderful knovwledge, and the more we|

know of thein, the more interesting they be-
ome to us.

There is no branch of Natural History
more delighttulthan that of Animals: ther
wlory is a perpetunl tale of wonders. 1n
looking casually upon a bee or spider, we
ate apt to think them stupid insecis; hut if
‘we ge to their hive or web, and study into
their works, we shall be struck with never-
ceasing admiration. There is in fact no
living “thing, which on due examination
does not unfold to us the wonderful skitl
and knowledge of the great CONTRIVER of
the world and itsinhabitants.

- Every person”has remarked that some
animals live on the land, sowe in the water,
and that some soar aloft into theair, Those
that live un the land, having four feet, are
reall:d quadrupeds, and are geperally deno-
minated Beasts; those which -dwell in the
-waters, pass under the general title of Fishes,
“The science of these is called Ichthiology.
“The feathered tribe, which fly in the air,
arecalled Birds, and the science of. them is

']

called Ornithology. ‘The science of Inscets
is called Entomology.
(7o be continued.)

BIOGRAPEY.

HUGO GROTIUS,

Hugo Grotius, an illustiious writer, was
theson of John de Groot, (the funnly name,)
a burgomaster ot Delft, where the son was
barn i 1583,
composed Latin verses of great ment. In
his twellth year he was sent to Leyden
uider the caresof Francis Junius,  1n 1598
he accompanied the ambassador Barneveit
to the court of Ueary 1V. of France, who
was so pleased with Grotius, that he gave

him his picture and a gold chamn s winlen ||

France he took the degree of doctor of laws,
The year fullowing he commenced practice
us an advocate, and pleaded his first cause
at Deltt,  Soon arterwards he published an
edition of Martianus Capella, which was
well reccived by the learned. Tluswas fol-
lowed by a trauslation of a work of Stevinus,
on finding wslip's pluceatsea. His cdinon
of the Phenomena of Arutus appearedin 1600,
and about the same tune he composed Latn
Tragedies on sacred subjects. e was now
appuinted histonographer of the Uniied
Proviuces, aad advocate-general of the
treasury for Holland and Zealand, 1n
1609 he published his fumouns book on
the liberty of the sea, which was answer-
ed by the learned Selden, About this
tune appeared his Treatise de Antiquitate
Reipublice Batava, to prove the indepen-
dence of Batavia of the f{omuns. In 1613
he accepted the post of pensiouer of Rotter-
dam, by which means he obtained a seatin
the states of Holland. About this time he
was sentto Lngland to settlea dispute on
the subject of the Greenland fishery, In
1622 be published lis Apology, which so
stung the Suates, that they ordered it to be
burat, and the author to be seized wherever
hecould be found. In 1625 he finished his
famous book De Jure Belli & Pacis, which
greatly extended hus reputation.  In 1613
hieaccepted an invitatiou from count Qxen-
stiern, and went to Stockholm, where he
was appolnted eounsellor of state, and am.
tassador to the court of France. He died
on his journey to Holland, at Rostock,
August 28, 1845. His remains were in-
terred at Delft. The wosks of this great
ad are tog many to be coumerated Lere;

At the age of eight years he’

but we must mention his treatise on the
‘Fruth of the Christian Religion, which bas
become a standard book in all universities,
for students s diviney, s Annales and
Historiwe de Rebus Belgicis ; and his Com-
mentatics on the Seriptures; these last are
an immortal wonument of learning.

SCENES fROM REAL LIFE.
THE SUNDAY SCHOLAR.

A year or two since [ was associated with
a Sunday school in oue of the southern
cities. lts aspect was very different frém
that of the schonls connected with our New-
Engiand churches. 'The rosy cheeks and
bright eyes of this region were wanting, and
in their place were pale and satlow faces and
anguid expressions. ‘There wasa want of
spirit and auvimation throughout—in the
teachers and scholars—in the tones of each
vaice and the movemants of eaca body,
Batstillit was.a blessed place —for. itis zl-
ways blpssed to see a troop of young immorv
tals with the two paths yet before them,
;:ollcctcd to learn the way that leadeth unta
ife.

During the short period that I wasallow-
ed to teach in that school, many incidents
occurred—for in a southern climate all is
change —nothing seems to 'ast beyond a
season —death fingers in the first warm
breathings of spring, and the pestileut va-
pors of disease are inhaled with the fragrance
and balm of summer evening, .-

In my own little band, much transpired
to interest and move my feelings, besides
the gradual advancement of each pupil in
the knowledge that maketh. wise to solva-
tion.

There was one sweet blue-eyed hoy,
whose quict manner aud week attentive look
interested me from the first. He seemed to
drink in instruction like water, and to thirst
for more when the exercises were over.
Whenever he heard thestory of the Saviour’s
death and sufferings, or of his love for liitle
children, his earnest eye would be fixed in
breathless attention, til} *t was dimned with
tears, Weused to call him our little min
ister, and fondly looked forward to the time
whr 1 he should preach the ¢« unsearchable
riches of Christ.” But God had a nobler
work for his son. He took him in the
morning, and spared him the burden and
heat of thedayt 'The tidings of his death
reached meo soon after X left that part of the
country. A friend thus wrolo mo—** 3



