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as a Church of Christ, she was bound to
pursue, whatever temporal advantages
she might forfeit by her faithfulness; but
it was a course in which, from the hither-
to recognised principles of her civil es-
tablishment, she had every reason to ex-
pect she would be supported, as being
most distinetly within her acknowledged
Jjurisdiction.

But what really is the new light that
has atlength been ditlused upon subjects
which were supposed to be pretty weil
understood betore ?  Listen to Dean of
Laculty Hope. According to Robert-
son's Report of the Auchrerarder Case,
vol L P. 183, speaking of the Ruman Ca-
tholic Church, at the time of the Ruior-
mation, he says, ¢ Tuc authority of the
existing Church was completely” annull-
ed; and for some time no csiablistinent
whatever existed in its roomn It was
not by pouring fresher blood inw the cs-
sified and corrupted veins of the ancient
system that our Reformation was accomne.
plisbed. A new and vigorous—a ouny
and untried fabrie, full of energy and
power, was created Ly the state, i the
room of that which the s.ate overturned
and abolished.  say crEA rED—/0r il 1wus
deciscdormed,moulded, instituted,und cre-
ated wholly, and of ncie, by theSiate.”  In-
dependemly of the older and the better
light, which history throws on the subject
hercereferred to, it happens rather untor-
tunately for the learned Dean’s argument
that, while various acts of the Scottish
Parliament ratity the liberties of the true
Kirk,these acts prefer no claim tothis cre-
ative power which has Leen asciiled to
them.  Ou the contrary,they  recounize
the church as already constituted, whea
they adopt ir, and sceure to it the bene-
fits of the establishment.  Jtis true,James
VI, and his ungodly courtiers, endes-
voured to subvertalitlis. Tu 1384, they
introduced into their legislation prmgie
ples which accord with tee views of the
Dean of Faculty.  Iu thatyoar they sue-
ceeded in getung  through Parliament
cerain acts—hnown in history as the
Dlack Acts—in which the doetrine was
laid down hat the Lotablisiod Charch
had no iutrinsic autiorily. and tat all
Lar power must be conternod Ly the Siate.
The ceclestastical seprcnacy oi'the erown
Wi HOW Set ap § ol aet was puesed, uot
as o funer oueasions, it ing the li-
Letty of the Kz, but “auent the hiber-
ty of the preaching of the true Word of
God. wad adn nisiradon of the Sacra-
menis;” whie anothoer discharged » ail
Jurisdic foas, and judgments not approv.
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ed by Parliament, and all assemblies, and
conventions, without our SovereignLord'y
special license and commandment.” 1'hys,
however, was done in prosecution of (he
attupt to estabiish the episcopal hiera:-
chy. “Thatattempt did notsuceeed.  Ine
General Assembly which met in 1os
proceeded, notwithstanding, more fully
to organize its own courts, and particu-
larly to erect Presbyteries, for the adun-
istration of the atfairs of the Church—
After sume further struggles, the hierti-
cs of the Chnreh, even as an Establish-
ment, were again secured.  Theact 1592,
by whicl this was cflected, and which is
si ll referred 1o as the Charter of the Bs.
tablished Church of Scotland, does not
pretend to ereate Presby teries, it does
nol condenn the church for appointig
Presbyteries while the act 15843 ood un-
repealed, but it © ratities and approves
the Synodical and Provincial Assemblies,
to be holden by the said Kirk and Mins-
ters, twice cach yuar, as they have been
aitd are presently i usetodo within every
Provinee of this Realin ; and ratiies and
approves the Dresbyteries and par-
ticular Sessions appomted by the sanl
Kirk.” ‘That act sets aside the erastian
acts of 1584 ; and, with a distinet recog.
nition of the Divine authority which crea
ted, instituted, and moulded the Chureh,
it declares particularly with respeet to
that act which had asserted the King's su-
premacy that it  shail no ways be preju-
dicial, nor derogate any thing to the pri-
vilege that God bias given to the spiritual
oflice-bearers in the Kirk, corcerning
heads of religion, matters of heresy, ex-
cauununication, collation or deprivation
of ministers, ur any such hke essential
censures, spr cially grounded, and baving
warrant ot tue Word of God.” In pu-
feet obliviousness of all this, and as it s
province bad been not to expound exist-
g statuies,but toinsiruct legislatorsin the
prnciples upon which, according to his
view, souind tegislation should proceed,
the Dean, i tue report above quoted, 1
134,15 represeated as saying, * Lhe ques-
tion 1 ady ert te mvolves the claim ot Di-
Viee Ryshit—of'a power to legislate and
regulate as bostewed on the Chureh by
its great Sparitual Uead, aud malenable
as 1 i pre-emineut manner derived from
the gathoriy, aud accompanied by the
Llessing, of God.  “Lhis, my Loids, is the
must pernicious errar by which the blessed
truths of’ Christianity can be perverted, and
its influcnce on the Social System blight-
ed and destroyed—an error which arms
failible man with the belief that he pos-




