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essential ordinances should be entrusted to properly comniissioned
authDrities, who in their turn transmitted this sacred trust to their
successors. "1As Christ came from, God, so the aposties from, Christ,
and their successors from theni."

Let me recapil>ulate here, for on this point rests the strength of Rome
an.d the weakness of the high Anglican position. Ail nature is a sacra-
ment, but the special channels of Christian grace are certain wviterial
fornîs, wvhich depend for their efficacy on co, ipetent administrants.
Hence arises the necessity of the priesthood and Apostolie -uccession in
order that these ordinances nîay be rcgularly transr ;tted.

WVe are now in a position to appreciate the fears:omeness of the high
churcli party which prompted their appeal to Rome for a recognition of
the validity of their orders. It is an outspokeL homnage to Rome's
superiority in having preserved unbroken the continuitv of bier
Episcopate.

IT 15 AN ADMISSION 0F THE CLAIMS 0F R0O1E

on the part of mnen uncertain of their own position, and ivho desire to,
have their doubts dispelled by oîîe ivho appears to thema strong to tbe
degree in wvhieh hie does not suspect his irn failibility. This appc¶Il
suggcests; the action of a timorous woman, who having quairrelled -%vith.
her husband, supplicates bis blustering cocksureness for wvifeiy protection
wvhen the bouse is threatened with hurgiars. Rome, in the niatter of
continuity and outwvard forni, bas the best of it ail through, nor can
inconsistencies be cbarged against hier, for she bias the inhervnt right of
changing fârms and ordinances to suit hierseif, and wvhatZ-ever be the
darkness of the eariy centuries in which, mythical bishops of Rome play
bide and seek with one another, Rome is now here with lier sacraments
and infallible dlaims, and is believed by the timid just because she is so
certain.

This is the secret of that aimost petulant repiy which, the archbisbops
have addressed to " the whole body of Bishops of the Catholie Churcb,
ciaiming validity for English ordinations not on scriptural reasons, but
because as to, forni, inatter, and intention, their orders bave been
administered in substantial agreement wvith- those of Romie.

Did ever any one 501V in the %vhirlwind îvith a more barren resuit?7
Roman usage, they tell us, lias been full of inconsistencies, and yet

THESE HIGH ANGLICANS ARE SEEKING TO SERVE THEBMSELVES BERS TO-
MYTHICAL ANCESTORS 0F A NEBULOUS AGE

of the Catholie Churcb, tbough with their timidity in going, tbe fll
length of accepting the doctrine of the Real Presence and the Mass, one
wonders that for the sake of so poor a patrimonv, tbey venture intu
ecclesiastical cbancery at the risk of being-, proved bistoricaliy
illegitimate.

This is the practical issue of the uncertainty of the high-churchrnen
as to wbo and wbat they are. Having been ceremoniously bowed out
of Rome wben tbey asked to be accepted as blood relations 1' Catholie
Obristendoni in the West, they next betake theniselves to aie supersti-


