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people the sphere of their activity, their dura-
tion, and their mission in the world, so that all
history shows his plan. The bounds. How
far their dominion shall extend, and how far
they ought to use it. 7. Let our nation
remember that God has bestowed its nobls
heritage.

27. That the¥ should seek the Lord.
The great object of all this divine dealing with
the world is to bring men to a knowledge of
God. haply. The word ““haply” indi-
cates a contingency not likely to happen. Not-
withstanding all God's dealing witﬁthe world,
few people out of the heathen races without reve-
lation have ever obtained a true knowledge of
God. Might feel after him, Asa blind
man gropes after an object, so, unaided by reve-
lation, the best minds, like a Socrates aud a
Seneca, secem to reaching out ignorantly
toward God. Though he be not far.
Rather, “and yet he is not far.” He is near
us, seeking us ; yet we fail to find him, because
by our iniquities we separate ourselves from him,

rom every one of us. Even those who
are living godless lives are yet followed by the
influences of God’s Spirit.

28. In him we live. Our natural life-is
dupendmt upon God, and still more does our
spiritual come from him. Your own goets,
In addressing a people who knew nothing of
the Hebrew Scriptures, Paul appealed to the
Greek poets, thus at once showing his know-
ledge and gaining favorable attention from his
hearers. 9 are i oﬂ’sprin%. A
sentence from the writings of Aratus, a Cilician

oet, (perhaps there familiar to Paul,) who
ived 272 B.C. 8. Even those without the
light of revelation can perceive that man has
some relation to God.

29. Forasmuch then. If we are like
God, then the Godhead which is above cannot
be like that which is below us. The God-
head. Literally, *‘that which is divine.”
Like unto gold. Around Paul were stand-
ing many statues of the Grecian divinities ;
some of them of marble, covered with gold.
But Paul boldly declares that to consider these
a8 images of God degrades both God and man
his offspring.

30. The times of this ignorance.
The i%xeormce of men, in supposing that God
could be likened to images. winked
at. Rev. Ver., “overlooked.” That is, God
rermitted it to pass, and admitted it so far as
t was sincere seeking after himself, until a
clearer revelation should be made. But now.
Now that Christ has come, and the Gospel is
preached to Gentiles as well us Jews, m-
mandeth all men, Not only those who
have worshipped God, as the Jews, but those
who have sought God through visible forms, as
the Greeks. 9. Increased knowledge brin
higher obligations. Torepent. Not mere
to regret the past, but especially to renounce it
and seek God. 10. God's call to the world to
repent is a command to the Church to send the
Gospel to the world,

31. Because he hath appointed. The
reason why men should make haste to obey the
command, day. God’s judgment, then,
is not a continually occurring fact, but an event

to take place upon a fixed day. He will
judge. Most aptly spoken on the place of
Judgment, the Areopagus. In righteous-

ness. This will constitute its greatest terror,
the fact that every sin will then receive its
just pemalty. By that man. Paul em-
shuim the humanity of Christ, rather than his
ivinity, b his heat} li were
likely to misapprehend any declaration of God's
appearance on the earth. 11. Let us not forget
that our judgment is in the hands of One who
is still our Brother. Given assurance.
God marked out Jesus Christ as his chosen one
among men by the fact of his resurrection,
Raised him from the dead. The resur-
rection showed that Jesus was the Son of God,
that his teachings were divine and authorita-
tive, and that there is a life beyond the grave,

32. When they heard. Doubtless
Paul spoke at length on this subject of the
resurrection, and showed its relation to the
scheme of Christi.n truth, Some mocked.
Showed by look and gesture that they did not
believe Paul's teaching. The schools of phi-
losophy at Athens either denied all future rife,
or believed only in a dim and doubtful exist-
ence. The conception of a resurrection never
entered their views. 12. How often has human
learning put aside the revelation of God as a
thing of naught’ Hear thee again. A
polite dismissal of the subj ' yet showing that
the truth had made some impression ou their
minds,

33, 34. Paul departed. His labors at
Athens, though not interrupted by persecution,
were far less successful than at most places, and
he never referred to the city in his letters,
Certain men clave. Evidently a small
number, perhaps not enough to constitute a
church. "Dionysius. An early writer re-
ports that he was afterwards bishop at Athens,
and died a martyr. Areopagite. A mem-
ber of the high court of the Areopagus. Da~
maris., Nothing is known of her history.
Others with them. If a church was
founded, it was too small to attract notice ; yet
in four centuries the idol-temples of Athens
were closed, and the Parthenon became a
Christian church.

GOLDEN TEXT.

In him we live, and move, und have our
belng. Acts 17, 28,

OUTLINE,

Father, v. 9, 30,
4. God the Judge, v. 31-34,
Time.—A. D, 52. For rulers, see Lesson I.
PrAcE.—Athens in Greece.

ConNecriNg LiNks.—1. Paul's journey to
Athens, Acts 17. 15. 2 Paul’s discussion with
the Athenians. Act 17, 16-21.




