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people in general. It is not a set thing, handed down fron so reniote a time tliatvC
its origin and purpose are alnaost forgotten, but is of immediate and practical xîse.,e%
Beside, it does flot require a trained artist to do it, so it is within the reacli of ever\-'o
body. The difficulty is "evervbody " seeins to give it very littie thought, s,.' tll#iz
the linens of our churches are sadly lacking or in bad formn, or no forni at ail. Thln
wvomen of a churcli are responsible for this furnishing, and they ought to, be acOl
careful iii regard to it as about tîseir household linen-indeed, imore so. TIlleQC
crooked ironing and bad forum one often sees, especially on the tables in non-ritua'th2a
istic churches, are nothing less than blaxxîeworthy. c

Further in (letail we nxay say that veils are often inost exquisite bits of ÜiE l
-' -, broidery, entirely covert

withi fine work. When tl1w ý
linens are edged with laceBo
should be mnoznted on Bos«

- edge and sewed with fir,
> runnimg stitches, neyer wlv1riâ

stitchied. This flot only dra'o 9
the edges but is difficuit han
rip wvhen the lace is taken (to, L
as slaould be done for lauîîelal
ering, since washing lace ami

FiG. ios. BX'Rsir. a process quite apart armÏ'n,
different from washing enibroidered iniens. Soxnetixnes veils are comnplete lacarèý
fabrics, aîid fine drawn work is used, especially in the countries where it is a gei:tWeJ
rai occupation. As a usual thin ', however, oxie wvould fot be leci to quote anythiches
Seen on Mc't--ican altars or those in Cuba, for the dreadful doll-baby images alors
frequently a.-essed up in ail sorts of knickknacks. aPI.

Linen is lan ex.quisite fabric-a ve4getable fabric, so puire and simple that:
beauty is unsurpassed by the " purpie " we associate with it. Ail the suxnptIÀ>lXél1
vestinents and hangiiags are not more lovely than thse " Fair " linens of the churcaljj
Eusbroidery on thieni is within the reachi of amateurs, and certainiy a pleasaiiýne
task could hardly be found. Before we leave tise subject of churchi linens we ia
say that the yoke and sometinies the sleeves of surplices are eînbroided with crosbýjb1
in the French laid work.

Chapter III.-Silk Embroideries, [langings, Altar Cloths, Etc.t ini
rdnt

The inost luxuriant antique embroideries are on chiurch vestnients and lîai:'tto
ngs. As already said it is axot within tise scope of this article to treat vestmen 1..È r,'
such as tIse Cope, Chasuble, Dalmatic, etc., further than to speak of theus aLe4v2
niaguificent opportunity for needlework. The imperial dalmnat.ic at Rome, iii satte:
sacristv of St. Peter's, mnust be ranked as the first and most superb of ecclesiasto1saa
embroideries. It is ensbroidered on blue satin, now threadbare ;a large part of 4liq
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