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To decide wlieii examinations shiould be lield, and Ilowv they
.should be conducted, wve iust keep clearly inii mmid wvhat tuec
purpose is. Wc vil begin, then, by anisweriing as fully as w'e
ýjcan within our limitations, wvhat is the purpose of exazinlations?
ln general, it is to fin ont liow effective and Llioroiighl the wvork
undertaken bias beeîi. WVhy ? Because the facts, principles.
power of imuiid ini attention, jndgmnient or reasoni, thiat are given
ini early lessons are iîecessary for the more extenlded wvork of
stceediing lessons. Wlhen should this be knowNv to the
teachier? It should be kuownl at the Minue its use or exercise is
required. Thie teachier iinust have continually inii nîind a
ýcoinplete inventory of the pupil's stock of ideas, and a. clear
estinate of bis izîtellectual. power. To do this lie iust examine
c:ontinually. He imust proniote tbein not froin year to year, or
fromn terni to terni, but fromîî day to day and front lessoil to
lesson. If the teachier bias intelligently promnoted biis pupil
froni day Vo dbay, it is the bieighit of ZDabsurdity to suppose tliat
bis judginent cannot be truste( tVo promnote, fromn the last lesson
of biis grade to tie first lesson of Mie grrade above. If it is not
done, it is because the teachier cannoa teachl tbe ebild as slhe
teaclies subjeets. No onie Vruthi Nvill exert a more positive iii-
fluence upon the miethods of teachers than that teacinig the
subject inust be continiually accompanied by careful exalimiation
ýof the pupil, and so thiat the teachier lie able Vo estimiate every
nlighit the condition and progress of every pupil ini every study.

But shiall we have nio svated, mlontbly or yearly exaniinations?
The important part of this question is wvbether we should not
have examiniations comprebieudng ini thieir range more than is
required ini thiese frequeut exaininations of daily wvork. Yes,
the examinations sliould be co-extensive with the teachincr If
thfle daily instruction is gradually extending the view and(
mnder.standing of pupils to comprehiend great laws and relations;
if the study of details of individual. things is grlovilng inito a
ku-owvledgre of genieral principles, it is by ail imans important

* thiat examinations of wvork be made.
But it wvould be a gyreat error to iakze these general. exain-

inations niere aggregrates of details belongring Vo daily examina-
tions. 01)Z

Wlieui the teaclier studfies tbe miiitie of the llower or insect
with lier pupil hie lias the o1ýject in biand, and shie questions binui
accordingl1y ;but wvlieu froin aul einence hie takes %vitli im a,
grand survey of the surromnding country %vithu streanis, plains
and forest, shie questions imi accordingly. Hence tbiese grand
surveys serve anl invaluable, purpose, bu;t are ilo substitute for
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