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thbe region of ghiliophicaà thinking, Aristotie and Plato had it ail tlieir
own way, and minds nsubmnitted unquestioningly to their dictates. Then-
when you corne into the region of Christian history, there waa a time
when certain forces impeded the free action-of the hurnan mind. The,
Fathéýmwere aometime iistened to as infallible oracles ; Çouncils spoke
in such. a way ffs te restrain in a measur6 hulWvén liberty. Theri Pa~pal
thunder begari to reverberâate through the centuries, and xnen's tnindà were
terrified and hushed into silence and inactivity.. The 1Reformation in a zood
degree bruke up that spirit of apathy, and contitnued ensiavement. There
cam64orces3 into play like that of the negative philosophy. Tiere came con-
ceptions of hurnan individualky, and consequent human dignity; cosnsequent
human freedom ; consequent earnest application of the~ mind at liberty to a,
degree in which it had neyer been before. 1 venture to say that that state-
ment will be admitted as true by nearly ail who listen to mue; but it wiIl be
variously rFgarded. There will be some one who will be propared to say
with a melarîcholy shake of the head, "lOh, yes, that is true ; there is great
freedorn, too much f reedor.",' I tell you no, dear brethren,-I tell 'you no,
forian obediénco to hunian authority, howéver higb, degrades and lIowers hu-
man intellect ; but, on the other hand, tg be free in relation to ail human ait-
thority, but obedient to the divine, elevates the humian pit enlarges it, atid
expapâs it, brings it into sympathy with 111m who is the father of lights, witL
w.hoin is no variakienesa8, npither shadow of turning. (Applause.) " Oh, ~
but says some one, "tis freed mind in this yearof Christ is being produc-
tive of very mie.chievous results-,ýiscouraging rather than en6ouraging«." Fl
is *a very reasonable and natural thing for so ie of You ta Suggest a difficilty
of that kird ; but with your permiwsion I shail venture a few moments to deal
with it. 'You know that scientiflo thought has been regarded as distinctively
the thought of our agq. 1 amn veryý glad there is so mach scientific thought. I
arn very glad there are so many sciences. The only complaint 1% feel inclinied
sometimee to, utter is that they should give such liard names te these 6ci-
ences. (Laughter.) They sornietimes put one iii nind of that Rassian
Prince, whoae name, it was said, *ras to be pronounced this way :-you were
to. eneeze three tin>es, and thlen say. tschitschi. (Laughter.) I wish they
would give thoesscienhces simpler naines, but 1 arn glad of aUl of them. 1

*know that in some instances flhey are not always irise ini their çarlie8t'utter-
ance. Donot ire ajl know hoir yourig men sometimes .sow their wild oats,
and becorne sober and calm at a later period ot their lives. The young
scienceB bave their wild oats to sow, and they are sowing them in some dte-
gree, but they wil become more sober, more irise, more prudent, more gra ve,
more deliberate, and with the sciences that are young now, it will bu as with
sciences ihat are o'Id and mature, they wil corne in time to bring their.
quota, one by one, of reverence and homage and corroboration to the truth
of t'rat blessed word. ,(Applauf3e.)- 1 have n6 fear about the sciences, I ama
glad for the men that are prosecuting theru. Ail that 1 can is for theni
is, .that soon through experience, or better still, tlirotigl the teaching that
cornes froin above, they may fail upon the wisest and best course of prosecu-

r ting their ivork, and irben they *do, there is nothing about whioh' ta be ap-
prehiensive. The (3od of thre universe is tire God of the Bible, hrd His-uni-
verse wili neve contradiot Ris iRkords. (1jear, hear, and applause.)- IlWell.
'but," yoa miii say, "in point of fact, me are -i ratlier. a bad condition of'
things in soins places just now, through tis very freedoin, snd in-
dependence of maxi."' Nom, wiii you bear in mind, dear friends, tmo con-
siderations 1 1 wouid like to speak these slowly and-artioulateiy, so t1iat every -
ons can understand them, and kçke ihem away ; bear in' mind in the firat in-
stance that veaêhave a facility auid freedom for exprssfig thought that ws did
neot have ini former times. 1. d7on't care how many thoussud doubters tire


