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ought over te lead( te serionts inquiry aud pra-yerful nieditatici, and. the
soetîuu injuniction 11h1ich the Apostie gives wh'en sl)eakingr of the great
consuinîmatien eof ail things, Bc ye therefore seber and watchi tnte
prayer," niay flot iIIalpropritQly apply- te the close of another year of
ardtious labur iii the cause of Serip)ture circulation ; the conclusion of
another of those r-icords whichi tell of large opportunities, and extenl-
sive ineans, and tbouindilig înercy. Sobricty eof thoult is ever a.
wlholesome atmospherc te breathe, and wvatch f*ttliies CS l!Ito prayer bothi
seeks the couinsel eof ai ovin;ý Father and follows in thie steps cf lUPs
gracieus guidance. To worki uinder such influences as these should be
our constant i',and te realize their p)ow~er ivili ever bc our grcatest
happiiuess. A11d if these weighIty wvords cf the Apestie contain a, cau-
tion applicable te -ail timnes, when the accouint cf any stewardlship inust
bo giî'en up, more eslpeciailly do we Iided their adnionition iii our festive
sea:sens andl days eof rejoicin,ý. Weare inet together this dlay te tell cf
God's gooduess, te celebrate frcsh tritinplu- eof Divine grace 'and truthi
over huminan ignorance and Satanic power, te rote. sentle futhr igress
m in te nward shixxing ot thatt Lighit ivhich. is destîned to shine brighlter
and brighiter uinto the perfect day, and iii doing se it beconîcth us wel
te be glad and rejoice before the Lord. But our gladness shotild ho
ýenipe red withi sobriety, and our joy withi seriousness. Tlie wvork iii
whichi îe arcecngaged is advanced net so muchel by te excitemnent cf the

I great congyregation, as by te devouit aspirations et' the humble anJ con.
trite heart; and if your Comm-ittee inay ventire, te thro'v eut a sug-
gestion bearing uipoi te mnost urgent neeà of' te Christian CelitID

Ithey weuld say to those îi'ho love the Lord and leng to sec the ra»ys cf
the Stij cf 1iitcousniess pour their briglît lighit upon the dark
places eof tue earth, pray eartiestly for the ouitpeuiringc ef the Heoly
Spirit.

The be ituiesy r.î cfat linge proorthon et' maukt d bha i
sajd .o bcritures e truoflate inte oortion o00 rani.acres a

il-leded is a spiritual. faculty to appreliend their teaching wid to lay hold
on the hope wvii thle Gospel reveals. The landscape cf Dlivinie truth
stands ont te view it al the bofl oftine et GodI's revealed wil, sparki-
ling, iii the sunshine cf His grace, and. radiant with the promises eof lus
loi-e> but its beatv is hidden until the eyes cf flic blind are aiiointed ;

jand its varied fetutres r.roduce ne emlotions cf joy until flic seuls of the
dead are quickented., A.nd hiere lies the différence between mian's workc
aud God's- îverk. \Vc cati give flic Bo ok, but ive cannot bend the ivili.
Vie cami unfold the mnd. cf God, but -we canuet unveil the heart cf
nman. XVe c"ni emboss tho chariacters se as te establishi a telegraphic
comimunication beotweel te touch and te intellect of the naturally
blind, but ive canneit pass on the -w-ire te his seul se as te flashl convic-
tion there. \ccati provide bread suifficieuit fer te food eof ceuntless
multitudes, but we cannot give the appetite by îvhich. alone it is relishied,
or produce that assim-ila-.ting, process through. which the seul. is notirishied
by iV unto everlaýst» .1g life.

Oi that, seeing lîoy powerless we, are «ipart from Divine grace aind
tetehing, tItis vavst assembly miglit be moved as ene max te, cry
ightily te God. for help, anJ thus strikze a key-note ef intercessory

prayer, ini hariotxy withi whichi the whole Churcli ef Christ mighit


