
threce had been instructed at :Rome, and woro directed thenco
back into thoir own country, aîid according to the histories of
their lives, wero all hionoi'ed wvith theoepiscopal charactor. St.
iCiaran Saigir (wvho is commemoratcd on tho 5th of March)
proceeded St. Patrick in pi-oaching tho gospel to tho Ossorians
and wvas soventy-flve yeavs of age on St. PatriEck's arrivai. in
Ireland. Hlence it is easy to understand wvhat is said of St.
iPalladius, that ho was sont bishop to tho Scots believing in
Christ; though the number of Christians among them must
have beon thon vory small. St. Prosper, in bis book against
tho itut/wr of Me confezance, hivi ngý com mended pope Celestin
for his cave in delivorini g Britain frorn tho iPolagian heresy,
adds, that "hli also ordained a bisliop for the Scots, and thus,
)vhilst ho endeavored to preservo ttio Roman island Catholie,
hoe likewvise made a;, barbarous isand Christian." Uýher ob-
serves that this eau be understood oznly oflIreancl; for' thoughi
part of North-Britain wvas nover subject to the Romans, and the
greatest part of it wvas thon inhabited by the Piets. yet it nover
could be called a distinct island. Lt is also clear Èrom Tortul-
lian, Euselbius, St. Chrysostom, and others, that the light of
the gospel hnd, penetrited anlong the Picts beyond the IFomaln
territories in Britain, near the times of the aposties. These:
people, thurefore, wvho had Iately begun to receive soma, t1net-
uro of the faith wvhen our saint undertook bis mission, wewe
doubtloss the Scots who -were settled in Ireland.

Thc Irish writcris of the ]ives of St. iPatrick say, that P'ai-
ladius had proached in Iheland a littie before St. Patrick, but
hoe was soon banished by the kiing of Leinster, and roturned te
North Britain, whore they tell us ho had first opened bis mis-
sien. It seems not te be doubted thatho wvas sont te the whole
nationo f tho Scots, several colonies of whom had passed fromn
Ireland into North Britain, and possessed thomselves of part
of the country, sinco cafled Scotland. After St. Palladius had
loft Ireland, hoe arrived among the Scots in North Britain, ac-
cording te St. Prosper, in tho consulato of Bassus and antiochus,
-in the year ofChrist 431. Ho preachect th ore with great zeal, and
formeda considerable chur-ch. Tho Scottish historians tell us,that
the faith was planted in North Britain about tho year 200. in
the time of king Donald, when Victor wvas pope of iRome. But
they alacknow%,iedg,,.d that Palladius was the first bishop of that
jcountry, and stylo him their first apostie. The saint died at
Fordun, the capital town of the littie county of Mernis, fifteon


