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St'le J U A IEI> UVAl'Ol,ýi.

Lealy june al ibis Vea- should do much
ln the way af educating th- Canadian peo-
ple. Our peaple do flot ueed educailan as
badly as the people cf some older and larger
cauntries we cauid casily name, but stilîl a
few mare Ideas wouid ni bur! the most af
us. There may bc a iew people ln every
cammunity wha knaw ail about the beaveus
above, and the earth >eneath, and the waters
tuuder the earth. We - are ail favored with
the Society ai auncct few wbo bave circuin-
navIgaicd the ocean of icuowledge, but the
test af us need ta learu somethlug, and ive
auRbita learu a gaod deai ibis preseut
Motb.

Tbhe Generai Assembly mecis ibis montb.
A General Assembiy ibat caunot ive Pres
byterian people some knowiedge about their
chuirch affairs mreets la vain.

The aunual conféences afube Meibodisi
Churcb, and the Anglican Synods, and a
vrnmer of other represeniative bodies meet
and deliberaie lu june. No doubt tbese
codies do niucb iu tbe way af educatlng
iheir people,

The press men tell the whole country
what the minisiers and eiders and allier
cificlals do and say wben tbey meet for
business, and if tbey do aud say wise and
goad îbings the people are the gaiuers.
Nobody can tel how much the press
does lu ibis way tao1'rlo n anhurcb work. A
writer lu tbe .New Yrk Evanigelistsi ated
the ather day ibat a large number af the
riembers afube Americau Gencral Assem-
bly, then iu session ai Saratoga, learaed
nearly ail ihey knew about the business af
the Assembiy from the New York papers.
That may seem an absurd îhlng ta Say, but
il Is truc of au Assembiy ibat meets nenrer
horne iban Saratoga bappeus ta bc. Very
few members, other iban tbe clerks, sit rigbt
tbraugb a General Assembiy meeting and
keeps tbe rua of ail tbe business. To sit ten
bot days lu a crowded and poarlv veutiliued
room aud waich business--sorne oai very
tedlious-s marc than mosi sensible men
Lare go do , more iban mauy men are able
go du withouL iojariog theit beath. Ihis
mu'.b ea5ier to sit, in a cool shady place next
rnorning and" read op " the business from
the report zPf ycut~ favorite paper. If ariybrody
bajys ýbat .âuîiàvor.te paper 'à the WCt
wouid flot -are Io contradi-Lr the assertton.
]people wbo zemain at borne and read
the reports careluliy allen know far more
.
1

'ra..I the Asstmb'y business thari bornie of
thteraebers rthù attend. Througb the
agecuy ai tbe mucb abused newspapcrs a
supremne churcli court may do a great deai
of educatIve work lu tenl days.

1 cine 0i ths year Sb culd give au[r popi
mpcb political as well as ecciestasticai know -
ledge. The franchise Is, or sbauid bc, a
powetful educator. Prom the speeches of
intellgent men tht people should learn
rauâtand wr. believe do Iearu mucb.
Along thishUe there bas been Immense arn-
provement wiibin the last leri years. It
sýocs ansaid that ah the speakers âge 001

equ..ày wet cqtippetl, uDr are a&&' the peû-
pie specîîallv azxýous ta laru. Occassonatty
ane hears or reads ofai a stumper,"' wbosc
specal business It is ta abuse tht opposite
party and ..ûaragcausiy andod .û4*iy jt i
praiseoihîs oWE). Iberc are communitter, ton,
we ae sorry ta say, in wicb fait discusstou
is af no use. If you give the people au idea
theY bave no place Io put I. What tbey
waot is ozatoi;cal b'sih&uatdismand boodle,
4sprcially bondie. Of course these are not
Presbyterian coecunitics. Presbyterlau
people, as a rule, waut ideas, argument, dis-
cussion, a fair, stand up, oratorical flgbt witb
a god joke tbrown lu occasionaiiy ta give
slice othie proceediugs.

H as the quality ofaur political discussion
improvedl during, bay, tweniy-6ive or tbirty
ycars. The praper rcpiy we believe Is that
the average is bigber than it was. Wheiber

wre bave individual men now who can spieak
as cffcctlvely as someaIfthe leaders ai a
quarter ai a contury ago is a question we do
net care ta discuss. Gomparisans are ual
always pleasant and the man wbo made
great speeches ibirty or foty ycars ago bas
a tremeudous advaniage over the men ai
the present trne because bis [nuis ait for-
gatten. The average lu political discussion
like the average lu preacbiug, or lu teacbing,
or lu practisiug medicine, lu praciising iaw,
or lu ladt tht average lu aimost any lino cf
activiîy Is golug up ail thetlimea.

l'lieaiber day we beard a brigbt and
glifed vouug professionai man say, " No use
iu auybody trying ta do auyiblng uow uulcss
lie bas ideas." That lu a mosi valuabie
thing for a youug man te) kuow at bis starl
ln lite. It would' hurt a girl eliber ta
know tbat Ideas are usetul things ta have.

We caunot recaîl a public question that
the people uudersiood as thorougbiy as tbev
understand the Manioba scbaol malter. If
the verdict on tbe 23rd, ai ibis mouth ls ual
satlstactory the trouble will ual arise from
Ignorance. The question nover was a bard
ane ta uudcrstand. Some Tarlf probleins
are bard to uuderstand. ManV people did
nal underitaud tbem lu 1878 and perhaps a
considerabie number do not uudersîand therm
yet. The Manitoba question may bc bard
ta seulie, but It Is as plain as a pike staff.

LUt everybody lean as mucli as be can
frami the Oburcb courts and polîticlans.
Most ai us can easily carry al the knawledge
we are likely ta gelt ramn any direction.

PO IERS 01 JIVJS2'RS AND
RULLVIG ELBERS.

Di Rl%. JOII-'i . A. PRODuuuI, .b.

Tht question whetber ruliug eiders are
eligIble ta the Moderatorsblp lu the judic-
atorles ai Prcsbyterian cburches is a very
simple one, and can be easiiy declded by nef-
erence ta their usage and standards. The
Westminster Assembly attached supreme
importance ta the offi:e ai ruliug eider.
Tbey cinsidered that a great point was gain
ed wben il was "1dccided that pastars and
doctors or ieacbers are essentiaiiy tbe sanie,
and formi the higbcst order of divlnely ap-
pointed i fers lu the Churcb and that
ruting eiders are also ofi.dviime appuianmcnt,
and distinct irom pastars." [Heîhenangton,
p. 121 ] Hence Episcopalians chose the
eidersbîp. and especially tht dlaim ai
IvIne appointmeut for i, as thein spec ial
point of aauack, rnatntaining that the eider-
s hip was deslgned ta wrest the power af
goverument from the Bshop; whiie, on the
otber baud, Independents oppased It, be-
cause ht depived, îbey said, tht people oi
the right of sehf-gavenument. Thus the
eldership was admiited ta bc a dlstinRul.sh
lng zbaracieristic ai Presbyterlan polity,
This the gospel miuistry coula not bc, as st
is beld by ail ibese Churches.

Proof that ministers ai the Gospel are
tbe ruoderators ai Presbyterian Church
Courts, and should bce.

ist. In tht "'Law af the Church ai
Scolad " [Pordovan's Digest] à is sald .
"Seeing the Maderator is tnequcntly called

Ia exercse -..ecpawer of Qd<r, as soiema
ecc'es";a5ti,.al prayer, atieiasr rtiaLe tveny
Sess;on, ta wit, at its 6rst opeuing, and then
ai ils ciosiug, nutholitative exhortation.
rebuke, direction, lt le canven1ent that the
Mioderatar bc always a mîflîsier. -p. 212.
" There is no constant Modenator but in
Kirk Sessions, whea the ratuister nioderats
O'x ee,&; and if there bc coliesgues, they
moderate by turus. "-p. 21,3.

"nd. la the Form aifGaverameut of
the American Presbytenian Church, It is
said -«ITht paston of the cangregatlos
shoold always ho the IModerator ai the
Scssio.'zi except uhen. for prudeimal
reasons, il may appear advisable tbat
somea ther miulsier should bc Invited ta
preside."-Chap. ix. 3. Thtre is ont case
stated in wbicli au eider maay bc appolntcd
ta prcside ; but it is '« ln the absence ai a
pastar, and when there is great difficulty in

pracurlng a Moderar-tbore bcbng DO
nîsnlter ai the rresbyteïy residing witbln

foriy mles-and when the Session Is nol
couveued for judlclai business." I Is gen-
oraiiy assumcd ibat the case suppnsed wil
neyer, or aeed neyer, occur. [Moore's
Digest, p. 125, 126.] AU exceptianIlîke tis
greativ confitms týe tmie. Dr. J. A. alodge
remarks ." lu the higher judicatorles sucb
au emergcncp canuot occur, for a certain
number of minîsiens must hc present ta
farm a quorum. And aiîbouRh the Word
iniiâter ls ual used lu desctibiug tht

bioderator, several ministerlal duties are :e-
quired ai hlm, sucb as preacbing a sermon,
afferlng the ordination prayer, and pro-
nouncing the apostolic beucdIctlon. lu the
Assembiy the Moderatts have always been
mînisters." [A,.D. i88a ; Preabytenian Law,
P. 498.]

3rd. Usage af the Frc Ohurcb of
Scotlaud, as set forth lu lis l'practice." lit
le said . IlTht presence of a persan invest-
cd witb ail the functions ai tht pastoral
office ls hcld esseutlal ta constitute a meet-
ingz ai Krk Sesin."-p 7. IlIt le a sel-
lied practlce for every Preibytery ta dlcci
ont ai tht minîsiers isciuded la lit as thoir
Moderator ; the Prcsbytery bas perfect fret-
doum la the elecîlon of lis Moderatar tramn
the llst oflius minisers."-p. 37. Ater the
RaIl bas becu made up, tht Synod proceeds
ta elcci a uew Maderalor. They mev ap-
point auy ardalned minister who lu a mèm-
ber ai tht Synod ta 611 the office."---p. 76.
Relcrring ta ibe appointment of a Moder-
ator ai the Gencrai Asscmbly, hlt l sald .
" Any member may propose auy pastor or
ardalned minister, ibougb ual a pastar, as a
candidate."-p. 87. Thus la ail the judi-
calories ai tht Free Churcir, tht Moderator
must be an ordained miaister.

4th. Forais of Procedure lu the Cburcb
Courts ai the Presbyterian Church lu Can-
ada : I"The minister Is the Modereior ai
Seîsion "-P. 17. IlThe Moderator (of a
Presbytery) le a mînister, and ls gcncrally
appoiuîed for six or twelve manths."-p. 2 1.
l'The Moderator (af Synod> is a rnulster,
and ls chosen at each ordinary meeting by
Open vt."-p. 24. IlTht Moderator (ai
the General Aisemniy) Is a mninister."-p. 27.

Qîber officiai testimonies mighî bc furu-
lsbed , but ibese are sufficieut io prove that
lu the varlous branches ai the £resbyterman
Cliurcb il bas been fitrmiy held that the
Moderators af lis judicetaries sbould be
mînisiers ai the gospel. Thîs iesthmouy is
not impaired by tht e e eepttans furosh-
ed by indlvlduais, or eivea by Pcsby;eres,
that bave cot been loyal ta tht Standards at
their Church.

Il is diffi.ut ta 'cuderstand why atlempts
sboud flow bc made ta subvert the Poity
whicb bas been maiuîained for upwards af
tbret huudned ycars, wbich was sanctioned
by Calvin, Knox, and othen great reformers,
and vihiçh bas been a bond of union and
Christian aficcton that evea tyranny and
persecution couid not break. « What is ta be
gained by maklag cees Maderatons ? Uti.-
ty or cxpedlency, mnuch ess uecessity, can

not be pleaded for il. There must becamrte
latent enror lyhng ai the foundetion af a mave-
meut, which if persisicd la, wiii Impair the
harmony nf tht Chuazh &If Ih dae Dot pro.
duce strhfes and dMvsIons. Z/rai orroz pro-
bably Is that mînîsiers ai the gospel and
ruliag eiders are by some ibougbît tobe af
tht saine order, and ta bave the samne fanc.
lions ; and that any dference hetwn-a theni
is not official, but mereiy duc ta persanai
peculianities or stetes af i nd.

But tht tesîimony ai the Preshyterlan
Cburch Is as stnong and uuitcd egalnst ibis
as agaiast tht modenatonship af eiders.

Ex2mples :-Jahu Calvin, who was Con.-
sidered hy bis oppaututs tht author af the
ruling cldersbmp, makes a waide dîfterence be-
ten a and thegospil mintstry. Referrhng
ta tht former, ho seyi;: I"Govennorà I ap.
prehead ta have been persans ai advanced
age, seiected <nom the people, tone i rlh
tht bl shaps (s.e., pestons> in givinZ admoni-
tions and exoncsiug discipline [i Cor. xii.
28 ; Romanse xii,81. Thenefore, ftoux thc be.

glnning, cvory Church bail lis senait or
councîl, camposed ai pions, grave and haaîy
rmen, wnho wtre lv itîd wlib ibnhat tisdit.
dion lu tht correction ai vices." [Instiiiitei,
B. IV., 3, 8].1'. eferrlng ta inistens ai 'he
gospel, be says thal God "«declares llus
kinducs ta Us, shuce Ht chanses front
amoug mens ts ,ho aie Ia bu Hiz ambai.
sadors ta the world, ta be the interpreters
ai His secret will, and aven te «rct as His
personai representatives." And be says la
another place : I"Thero le no passage more
tetmatkable thnn 2 Cor. Mi. 6, whete tht
aposîle praiessediy discusses this question.
fIe canîcnds that threolu uotbing more ex-
cellent or gloriaus than tht ministry ai thre
Ro3PeIlnl the Churcb, iuasmnucb as h ls thre
tnilislry of the spirit, aud of rlghtausness.
and ai etornail 11e"Il(B 1v., 3, 31. Pcrsons
holding Cnlvhn's view. could ual bellevt
that ministers ai the &gospel and ruhing
eiders are cf the came crdcr, and bave the
sanie funclions.

Celin's vlews are -wili representec lnl
tht Farm ai Goverument ai tht American
Pixesbytonhaa Church. IlRuling eiders arc
properly the roprescuitatives ai the people.
choses for tht purpose a1 exerclslug gavera
ment and discipline lu conjuncîhon with
pestons or mînisiers I'tChapter v]. Oi tire
pastar hIIs sald, «'As lie Is sent ta dchare
tht will ai God ta sinners, and ta beseecir
theniIlobe rtconciied ta Gad ibrougli Christ,
he le ttrmed ambassador. And, as he dis-
penses the manifold grâce ai God, and tire
ardinauccu lnstttuted byCbrhtt, he ls termedi
steward afube myaterles ai God "l [Chap. iv].

Haviug staîed the vlews of tht gut
mnftahe Reformatlon parod -la retèence
ta the fonctions ai ministers and eiders, ire-
spectively, whlcb views are crystaiized la
the standards af ail Presbyterian Ohurches,
lt muy be well toi show Ihat they ate scip-
tural.

Now, as rlilng-eldens exorcise goveno.
mtent, and lu conjuniction wlth uuînistens, i
mc phloainitifm they are classified il mîrst be
under a geutrai tenu ndtcaliag gavein.
ment." This le the tuncîlan whlcb îbey bave
lu corumon. It fully expresses ail Ibe iuac-
ilions ai ruling eiders, while il anly partlally
expresses those ai minîsters, as mî leaves oui
ai view entireiy their higliest tunictlans, as
preechers ai the gospel, ambassadons os
Christ, cailed by Hlm ioda iIsvwnrk. Now,
it can bc eesily proved thai l'eider"Il l Scnip-
tune means ruler. Hence h is not oniy uised
lu refereace ta ruling eiders, but aiso lancie-
cence ta mînîsiers ai tht gospel, sa fair as
tbey are spoken of as guIens, on lu conneL-
lion wiib other ruiers. Eider ltse!1 daes
ual tuIly explainlitseîi. Heaice, lu any case,
ynun must ascentein from the contexi whlch
office l designates, an whet bis fonctions
are., It le easy ta prove tbat eider in the
Old Testament Invariahiy denoies merely a
ruler. Thene were eiders frain, thetlime af
Abrahami wbo were rulens ; these enîercd
mta the Mosalc Cburcb, wlthout noir
remrark ; they elso lu the saine incidentai
maunen entcred laie tht New Testament
Chureb. iu Acte xi. 3o. eiders received
contributions ; l ACîs xlV. 23, it Is caid Ibat
eiders wcre appolnted by Paul and Berna-
bas, hut thcre le ual a word salid about
preacblngz. And we kaaw ibere wnas y:
stated mnisWry while the rnlnisiny of gifle
iasied. lu Acte xv. we are tld ibel îhev
set la tht cauncil, but they are not spokea
ai as preachers, lndeed, their conduct
sbawed thet tbey wene not fit te ho teachens.
t là; notl 11ithe mlnistry ofiglits luduing the

aposties was dnawving toae close tbet wo reed
et au eider appcinitd Iota xh the gospel.
It was then the gospel mlalstry was imsfg gtg
ed. This cau't ho mistaîcu because thein
qualifications are sîaîed. There are caly
two passages lu Scrlpture la which an eider
Is spakeu ofaiss a preacher. Thest are 1.
Tirnaîhy v. 17 ; Titus 1. 5. If yen add tu
these I. Timotby ill. 1-7 ; and 11. Limatbv
Il. 2-24, You cann ai euta se that these ail
refer*ta the trsfitution ai the Christian min
Istry. Wheuever minisiet and eiders anc
addncssed, collectIvely, Ihere is lnvarlably a
refereace ta gavernmet or discipline, as ta
Acte xx., and lunI. Peter v. 1-5. The aId
bistoric eidership ihat origiuated in the
tume ai Abraham, and flourlsbed under
Moles, euhl existe, and mii continue ta tht
end af trne.

It ls preposîcrous te spenk oi minîsters
and ruiing eiders as of the samne arden, .And
ia coutend that the latter should preside
aver the former.

London, June 4ih, 1896.


