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ol JUNE EDUCATORS.

Y ANUNOMNIAN.

Leafy June of this yea~ should do much
in the way of educating th= Tanadlan peo-
ple. Our peop'e do not need education as
badly as the people of some older and larger
countries we could easlly name, but stilla
few more ideas would not hur: the most of
us. ‘There may be a few people in every
community who know all about the heavens
above, aod the earth peneath, and the waters
under the earth. We . are all favored with
the society of an elect few who have clrcumn-
pavigated the ocean of knowledge, but the
restof us need to learn something, and we
ought to learn a good deal this present
moath,

The General Assembly meets this month.
A General Assembly that cannot give Pres:
bvyterian people some knowledge about their
churck affairs meets in vain.

The annual conferences of the Methodist
Church, and the Anglican Synods, anda
pumber of other representative bodies meet
and deliberate io June. No doubt these
podies do much in the way of educating
their people.

The press mea tell the whole country
what tbe ministers and elders and other
officlals do and say when they meet for
business, and if they do and say wise and
good things the people are the gainers.
Nobody can tell how much the press
does in this way to halo on church wortk, A
writer in the Vew York Evangelist stated
the other day that a large number of the
members ofthe American General Assem-
bly, then in sesslon at Saratoga, learaed
pearly all they koew about the business of
the Assembly from the New York papers.
That may seem an absurd thing to say, but
it Is true of an Assembly that meets nearer
home than Saratoga happens to be, Very
few members, other than the clerks, sit right
through a General Assembly meeting and
keeps the rua of all the business. To sit ten
hotdaysin a crowded and poorly ventifued
room and watch business--some of It very
tedlous—is more than most sensible men
care to Jo, more than maoy men are able
to do without ioguting their heaith. ltis
much easier to sit in & cool shady place next
morning and “read up” the business from
the 1eport of yoar favorite paper. If anybody
sa¥s (hat gut favorite paper is the Givee, we
wouid not care to contradiut the asserton.
People who i1emaic at home aod read
the reports carefully often know far more
aboul tbe Assemb’y buosiness than some of
the members who attend. Through ihe
agency of the much-abused newspapers a
supreme church court may do a great deal
of educative work in ten days.

Jape of this year should give our people
much political as well as ccclestastical know-
ledge. ‘The franchise is, or should be, a
powerful educator. From the speeches of
intelligent men the people should learn
much, and we believe do learn much.
Along this liae there has been Immense im-
provement within the last few years. It
xots ansaid that all the speakers aie oot
equaily Weii eyaipped, nor are aii the peo-
ple specially aoaious to learn.  Ocicasionaby
one hears or reads of a “ stumper,” whose
special buslness it is 1o abase the opposite
parly aod coatageously aod Loouy ueio
praiseofhis own. Thereare commuaities, too,
we are sotry 10 say, in which fair discussicn
is of no use. If you give the people an idea
they bave no place to put it. What they
want s cratonical blackguardismand boodle,
aspecially boedle. Of course these are not
Presbyterian  communities.  Presbyteriao
people, as a rule, waunt ideas, argument, dis-
cussion, a fair, stand up, oratorical fight with
a good joke thrown in occasionally to give
spice to the procesdings.

Has the quality of our political discussion
improved during, say, twenty-five or thirty
years. The proper reply we believe is that
the averageis higherthan it was, Whether
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we have individual men now who can speak
as effectlvely as some of the leaders of a
quarter of a cenlury ago is & question we do
not care to discuss, CUomparisons are not
always pleasant and the man who mada
great speeches thirty or forty years ago has
a tremendous advantage over the men of
the present time because his faults are for-
gotten. The average in political discusslon
like the average In preaching, or in teaching,
or in practising mediclne, in practising law,
or in fact the average in almost any line of
actlvity is going up all the time.

The other day we heard a bright and
gifted young professional man say, ** No use
in anybody trylog to do anything now unless
he has ideas.” That is a most valuable
thing for a young man to know at his start
la life. Tt wouldn't burt a girl elther to
koow that Ideas are useful things to bave.

We cannot recall a public question that
the people understood as thoroughly as thev
uoderstand the Manitoba school matter, If
the verdict on the 23rd, of this month Is not
satisfactory the trouble will not arise from

* Igoorance. The question never was a hard

one to understand. Some Tariff problems
are hard to understand. Many people did
oot uaderstand them la 1878 and perhaps a
considerable number do not understand them
yet. The Manitoba questlon may be hard
to settle, but it is as plain as a pike staff,

Let everybody learn as much as he can
from the Oburch courts and politicians.
Most of us can easily carry all the knowledge
we are likely to get from aoy direction.

POWERS OF MINISTERS ANV
RULING ELDERS.

BY REV. JOHN J. A, PROUDFUUT, L.U,

The question whether ruling elders are
eligible to the Moderatorshlp in the judic-
atories of Presbyterian churchesis a very
simple ope, and can be easily decided by ref-
erence to thelr usage and standards. The
Westminster Assambly attached supreme
importance to the offize of ruling elder.
They considered that a great point was gain-
ed when it was ‘‘decided that pastors and
doctors or teachers are essentially the same,
and form the highest order of divinely ap-
pointed -ficers in the Church; and that
ruling elders are also of diviae appoiniment,
and distinct from pastors,” [Hetherningtoo,
p. 171] Hence Episcopalians chose the
eldership, and especially the claim of
divine appoiniment for it, as their special
point of attack, maintaiming that the eider-
ship was designed to wrest the power of
government from the Bishop ; while, on the
other hand, Iudependents apposed lt, be-
cause it deprived, they said, the peopie of
the right of self-goveroment. Thus the
eldership was admitted to be a distingalsh
lng characteristic of Presbyterlan polity,
This the gospel miolstry could not be, as st
is held by all these Churches.

Proof that ministers of the Gospel are
the moderators of Presbyterian Charch
Courts, and should be ©

1st. o the “ Law of the Church of
Scotland” [Pordovan’s Digest] it Is said .
* Seeing the Moderator is frequently called
1o exercise the power of Oider, as solema
ecciesiastical prayer, at least twice every
Session, to wit, at its first opening, and then
at its closing, authochative exhortation.
rebuke, ditectlon, it is convenient that the
Moderaior be 2lways a munister.”—p. 212.
“There is no constast Moderator but ip
Kirk Sessions, when the minister moderates
ex cfficic ; aud if there be colleagues, they
moderate by turns.”—p. 21 ;.

2nd. In the Form of Goveroment of
the American Presbyterian Church, it is
said : “The pastor of the congregation
should always be the Moderator of the
Session; except when, for prudential
reasons, it may appear advisable that
some other minister should be iavited to
preside.”—QChap. ix. 3. There is one case
stated in which an elder may be appointed
to preside ; but it is * in the absence of a
pastor, apd when there is great difficalty in

procuring a Moderator—thers being o
mialster of the Presbyteiy residing within
forty miles—and when the Session is not
convened for judiclal business.” It is gen-
crally assumed that the case suppnsed will
never, or peed uever, occur, [Moore's
Digest, p. 125, 126.] An exceptlon ilice this
greatly confrms the rule.  Dr. J. A. Hodge
remarks. * In the higher judicatories such
an emergency cavnot occur, for a certain
oumber of ministers must be present to
form a quorum. And although the word
minisier i3 not used in describlog the
Moderator, several ministerlal dutles are ze-
quired of him, such as preaching a sexmon,
offering the ordination prayer, and pro-
nouuncing the apostolic benedictlon, In the
Assembly the Moderators have always been
ministers,” [A.D. 1880 ; Presbyterian Law,
p. 498.]

3rd. Usage of the Free Ohurch of
Scotland, as set forth ip Its ** practice.” It
is sald. " The presence of a person invest-
ed with all the functions of the pastoral
office is held essentlal to constitute a meet-
ing of K.rk Session”—p 7. ‘It Is a set-
tled practice for every Presbyfery to elect
one of the ministers included in it as thelr
Moderator ; the Presbytery has perfect free-
domin the election of its Moderator from
the list of its ministers."—p. 37. After the
Roll has been made up, the Synod proceeds
to elect a new Moderator, They may ap-
polot any ordained minister who is a mém-
ber of the Syood to 6l the office.”--p. 76.
Referriog to the appointment of a Modes-
ator of the General Asscmbly, it is said:
* Any member may propose any pastor or
ordained minister, though not a pastor, as a
candidate.”—p, 87, Thus in all the judi-
cstories of the Free Church, the Moderator
must be ao ordained minister.

4th. Forms of Procedure in the Church
Courts of the Presbyterian Church in Can-
ada: * The minister is the BIoderator of
Session”—p. 17. “The Moderator (of a
Presbytery) is & minister, and is generally
appointed for six or twelve months,"—p. 21.
“ The Moderator (of Sysod) is a minister,
and Is chosen at each ordinary meeting by
open vote."—p. 24. * The Moderator (of
the General Assemnlly) is a minister.”—p. 27.

Other official testimonies might be furn-
ished , but these are sufficlent to prove that
In the varlous branches of the Iresbyterian
Church it has been firmly held that the
Moderators of its judicatories should be
ministers of the gospel. This testimony is
not impaired by the few exceptions furnish-
ed by individuals, ot even by Presby:erses,
that bave not beee loyal to the Siandards of
their Church.

Itis difficult to codersiand why autempts
should now be made to subvert the Poluy
wbich has bzen maintajned for upwards of
three huodred years, which was sanctioned
by Calvin, Kaos, and other great reformers,
and which bas baen a bond of uaton and
Chbristian aftection that cven tyranny and
persecution could not break,  What is to bs
gained by maklng eiders Moderators 2 Uill-
ity or expediency, much less necessity, can
not be pleaded for it. There must bs some
latent erroz lylng at the foundation of a move-
ment, which if persisted in, wlll impalr the
barmony of the Chuich if it does pot pro-
dace strlfes and divislons. Z/af error pro-
bably Is that ministers of the gospel and
ruling elders are by some thought to be of
the same order, and to have the same func-
tions ; and that any differcoce between them
s oot cfficial, but merely due to personal
peculiarities or states of mind,

But the testimony of the Presbyterian
Chutch is as strong and united against this
as against the moderatorship of elders.

Exsmples :—Johu Calvin, who was con-
sidered by bis opponents ths author of the
ruliog eldership, makes a wide difterence ba-
tween 1t and thegospel minisiry. Referring
to the former, he says : ** Governors I ap-
prehend to have been persons of advanced
age, sclected from the people, to unite with
the bishops (1.c., pastors) in giving admoni-
tions and exercising discipline [1 Cor. xil,
28 ; Romans xil, 8]. Therefore, from the bs.

{Jonz 1oth, 18g6.

ginolog, every Church had Its senateor
councll, compaosed of plous, grave and holy
men, who were invested with that jurisdie.
tlon in the correctlon of vices.” [Znstitutes,
B.1V,, 3,8]. Referring to ministers of the
gospe), he says that God ‘‘declares His
kindoess to us, since e chooses from
anong mon thoss who are to be Hiz ambas.
sndors to the world, to be the interpreters
of His secret will, and even to act as His
personal reprosentatives.” Aud he says in
another place ; ** There I3 no passage more
remarkable than 2 Qor, i1}, 6, wherethe
apostle professedly discusses this question.
He contends that there is nothing more ex-
celient or glorious than the ministry of the
gospel in the Church, inasmuch as it isthe
ministry of tho spiriy, snd of rigbteousness,
avd of eternal life” [Biv., 3, 3). Persoos
holding Calvin’s views could not belleve
that ministers of the gospel and ruling
clders are of the same crder, and bave the
same functions,

Calvin's views are ‘well represented in
the Form of Government of the American
Presbyterlan Church. ¢ Ruling elders are
properly the representatives of the people,
chosen for the purpose of exercising govern
ment and disciplipe in conjunction with
pastors or ministers* |Chapter v]. Of the
pastor it Is said, “As he Is sent to declare
tbe will of God to sinners, and to beseech
them to be reconciled to God through Chrlst,
he is termed ambassador, And, as he dis-
penses the manifold grace of God, and the
ordinances nstituted by Christ, heis termed
steward of the mysterles of God " [Chap. iv].

Havipg stated the views of the grea
men of the Reformation perlod-in reference
to the tunctlons of ministers and elders, re-
spectively, which views are crystalized io
the standards of all Presbyterian Ohurches,
it may be well to show that they are scrip:
tural.

Now, as ruling-elders exercise govern-
thent, and in conjunction witk miaisters, it
1s plain that if they are classified it must be
uader a ganeral term iundicating gaverm.
ment.” This isthe function which they have
in common. It fully expresses all the fuac-
tions of ruling elders, while it only partially
expresses those of ministers, as it leaves out
of view entirely thelr higkest {unctions, as
preachers of the gospel, ambassadors ot
Christ, called by Him to do this work., Now,
it can be easily proved that *‘elder " in Scrip-
ture means ruler. Hence it is not only used
1o reference to ruling elders, but also in ref-
erence to ministers ot the gospel, so far 2s
they are spoken of as sulers, or in connec-
tion with othér rulers. Elder itself does
not fully explain itself. Hence, in any case,
you must ascertain from the context which
office it designates, or what his functions
are. Itiseasyto prove that elder 1o the
O1d Testament invarlably denotes mereiy a
ruler. There were clders from the time of
Abraham who were rulers ; these entered
mnto the Mosalc Church, without any
remark ; they also in the same incidental
maoner entered into the New Testament
Church, 1o Acts xi. 30, elders recelved
contribations ; In Acts xiv. 23, it is said that
elders were appointed by Paul and Barna-
bas, but there is not a word said about
preaching, And we know there was o
stated minisiry while the ministry of gufts
lasted. In Acts xv. we are told that they
sat in the council, but they are nct spoken
of as preachers, Indecd, their conduct
showed that they were not ft to be teachers.
It is not till the ministry of glfts Indulog the
apostles was drawing to a close that we read
of au elder appointed to preach the gospe).
It was then the gospel ministry was snstifu!.
ed. This can’t be mistaken because their
qualifications are stated. There are oonly
two passages in Scripture in which an elde:
is spoken of ac a preacher. These are I.
Timothg v. 17; Titus 1. 5. If you add 1o
these I. Timotby i, 1-7 ; and Il. 1imothy
il. 2-24, you caonot fail to see that these au
refer to the wstifution of the Christlan min
istry. Whenever ministe: and elders are
addressed, collectively, there is invariably a
reference to government or discipline, as ia
Acts xx.,'and in 1. Peter v. 1-5. The old
historic eldership that originated in the
time of Abraham, sod flourished under
Moses, still exists, and will continue to the
end of time.

1t Is preposterous to speak of ministers
and ruling clders as of the same order, and
to contend that the latter should preside
over the former.

London, June 4th, 1896,



