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THE year 1896 has begun with more fumours
of war than any year for a long time.

Atrall the war may be confined to the politi-
cians, the jingoes and the newspapers. So may
it be.

LT is ail very weIl to talk about Il'Presbyterian
back bone"I but there are a good many Pres-

byterians who haven't back-bone enough to say
that the institutions of their own Church have ine
first claini on their liberality.

THFE youthful Emperor of Germany bas no
Tearthly excuse for being foolish. His par-

ents and grand-parents on both sides bave been
eriinenti- sensible people. The young man should
take his British Grand.-na's advice and conduct
himself with propriety.

T 1-TE Washington government proposes to hold
the Turkish governiment responsible for the

loss of American life and property i Armenia
That is right. No doubt the President can beat
the Turk in court but the Turk can easily beat the
President on the execution. The real fight cornes
on tbe execution.

N three înonths the Board of Knox College
1 will be expected to naine two professors for

the institution, and i less than six the General
Assembly will be a3ked to appoint then,. We
cannot recail an instance in which the Churcli
seemed so far from having its mmid g'made up "
i regard to an important inatter so near. About

ail that one can safely say is that Dr. Munro Gib-
son would be unanimouslY and enthusiastically
appointed to one chair if he would take it. It is
to be hoped that next June may flot find the
Church as unprepared as last june did.

TO Canada belongs the honor, if honor it be, of
Lproducing an entirely new political situation.

The situation is thus described by the veteran
Premier of the Dominion :

"'There have been miny occasions upon which Ministers
ci a Cabinet have resigned their portfolios and have broken
up goverents, but there is no precedent that 1 bave been
able ta discover nor have those who are learned in the law
or who have made constitutional practice their study been
able ta put their fingcr upan a sinzie Instance in wich a
Cabinet apparaetly united met Parliament and placed an
addrcss affirmng the principles and policy of the Govern-
ment la the bands of ber Majesty's representative, and
then, ater having asked for an adjaurnment of tbree or four

dasl the Interiai, or between the time ai the delivery of
the addrris and the assembling of Parliarnent again, that
seven mr;mbers, or, in tact, any portion of the Oabinet have
sent in ibeir resignations."l
His Exc.ellency the Governor General does not ap.
prove of such I innovations "i constitutfonai
goverament and intimated to the Premier that he
had better reconstruct and~ go on with the business
foresbadowed in the speech from the thione. It
seems to us that the veteran Premier has been
cruelly treated by his bolting " cr'Ueagues.
IlBolting " was bad enougli but the tinie at which
it was donc, and the reason given for doing it, made
the act rnany times warse. Surely these ministers
who left the government knew ail about the
Premier's ability long before they took office urider
him. Sir Mackenzie's grey hairs and life long ser-
vices to the country deserved different treatmcnt.
But iwhat is the use in taIking about gratitude in
Canadian politics. In the matter of treating their
leaders meanly the Liberals had better look to their
laurels.

TRHf CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

T NE B rald and Presbyter sitys.

There was once a man se kind and accommnodatlng that
"ha would tend tanybodv, even thougb hie own notes

weat ta protest." Some Presbytcrians are built an bis
modal. Tbey will giva ta anythlng that asks, aven though
their awn churches and other Institutions suifer. Unde-
naminatianal schoals b!eed them for large amounts, white
aur own scbaols cry ia vaia for evea a litta belpi.
That is shameftilly true of Canada as wvell as of the
United States. There are Lw subscription lists
for "aýnything " on which you may flot sec Pres-
byterian names for large amounts wvhile our own
colleges are in debt and soine of our own Home
Missionaries scarcely have the necessaries of life.

ARMNiNIAN SUFFERERS' P'UND.

Amaunt acknawledged ta Jan. 6tb............ $3o5 go
Tenth Giver, Huron Oo ...................... 5 a0
Rev. T. A. Nelson, Bristol.................... 6 oa
Mrs. M. Greig, Ingersali, Ont................ xo o
Rev. T. Fenwick, Waodbridize................ 2 00
Waterfard, per Rev. Dr. Reid ................ 3 50
Tbamesville Y.P.S.C E......................... 300
Mrs. Rager Dann, Ployer Milis................. 3 00
Metz Suaday School, ......... .............. 10 75
Thîe Rivers YPSCE..........8 ce
David McGce, 313 Sherbaurne St., Torantb........ 5 ce
Rev. Joseph Hamilton, Toronto................ 1 ce
Arch'd Blair, Nassagaweya.................... 5 ce
FriendF, Carnian, Man ....................... 2 10

44OampbelIville, a.. ....... 3 00
A Friead Dundee,'Man ............................. 2 ce

$375 25

THE CHURCH AGENT A GAIN.

W E h ave no desire to unnecessarily agitate
this subject, but the letter of Mr. J. K.

Macdonald upon it in our last issue calîs for more
attention than could then be given to it. There is
a vagueness in bis complaints as to our treatment
of it which, i the case of onte vho, wben be wishes,
can both write and speak so pointedly as
Mr. Macdonald can, is disappointing. We could
have very much wished that he had been more ex-
plicit. The injustice whîch he complained of as
dont to M-mself, and the error we fell into ini inad-
vertently staticg that Rev. Dr. Reid's letter wvas
to bim instead of being to the chairman of the
Finance Committet, have already been explained
and set right. He charges us with '« failure ta
state the facts i regard to the action of the General
Asst -bly, and with failure clearly to apprebendjust
what the Assembly dîd do, as wellaswhat it did not
do"-that is,we understand, in the appoitment of a
successor to Dr. Reid. Tht tacts in the case are
set forth in the minutes of the General Assembly,
in plain language, and if we are mistaken in under-
standing that it appointed Rev. Dr. Warden to bc
successor to Rev. Dr. Reid, that it gave him tume
to consider his decision, and that in view
of his pledge ta ste that, pending his de-
cision, no injtry should arise ta the Church
in tht case of Dr. Reid beconiing unable
for tht duties of bis office, and in that event
the Church would look to him for their proper dis-
charge and even hold him responsible for this,-if
that is failing to clearly apprehend what the As-
sembly did, and saying so is failing to state the
facts, then tve confess we do flot understand the
meaning of plain English. Not only so but we
know, for we have taken pains to flnd out, that
many who were mnembers of tht General Assembly
and present at its sessions, men of long experience
and ample knowledge, have, like ourselves, failed
clearly to apprehend just what the Assembly did
do, as well as what it did flot do in this matter.

We regret that Mr. Macdonald feit hiniseif
called upon to charge us with niaking '« unfortun-
ate insinuations of wroig-daing " an the part of
tht Advisory Board. We were certainly innocent
of the least intention to mnake any insinuation, for
the simple reason that we had nothing to insinuate.
Besides, insinuation is a cowardly proceeding.

As a resuit of ail this Mr. Macdonald charges
us with having «I placed before aur readers a vieiv
of the case not in accordance with the facts, and
which is. calculated ta, do great injustice ta the
members of both the Advisory Finance Board and
of tht Finance Committet, anti may result in pas.
sible injury to tht Church." The " case " is, we
understand, wbat the Assembly did i the appoint-
ment of Dr. Warden, and what the Advisory Board
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and Finance Committc have donc in the emergency
wvlich lias arisen. Our view of the case as to
what the Assembly did we have already given, and
wve still contend that it is in accordance %vith facte.

As ta what the Advisory Board and Finance
Committet have just donc, what wve stated wvas this
(t) That, admitting the mistake into wvhicli ve in- ï
advertently fell, the chairirin of thc Finance Com-
niittee received a communication from Dr. Reid,
asking on account of growing infirmites to be at
once relieved of the wvork and respousibilities of bis
office. (2) That a joint meeting of the Finance
Conimittec and Advisory Board was callcd ta take
into cousideration what course should bc adoptud
in these circumstances. (3) That there svas before
the joint meeting the offer of Dr. Warden previaus-
ly made to Dr. Reid, ta assume at once the duties
of his office and relieve hlm of ail work and re.
sponsibility, and thus redeem hîs pledge given to
the Church to sec that, in case of the very emerg-
ency which bias arisen happening, no interest of the
Ohurch should suifer. (41) That this offer wvas not
accepted, but that other arrangements were made,
not yet made knovLu to the Cburch, which is
wondering why Dr. Warden dots flot enter upon
the work to whicb it appointed bum. That is
far, the view of the case which we placcd before
aur readers, and we ask Mr. Macdonald to say
plaînlv if the things we have just mentioned arc
not facts. 1

We also placed this view of the case before our-
readers: that the Finance Comrnittee and Advi-
sory Board in taking such action as they have
dont, did wvhat they were not empowered to do.
The duties of the Finance Committce are explicitly '

stated in the Assembly Minutes, P 49. The Advi-
sory Board was n-3med after the appointaient .

of Dr. Reid's successor, and in immiediate connec-
tion tberewith, s0 that in the opinion of very com
petent judges, it is not entitled to take any action
whatever until the new agent enters upon office
and caîls it together, for it may bc notîced by con-[
sultirig tht Assembly Minutes as a sort of intima-
tion of this, that while every standing committec
lias a convener named, this Advisory Board bias
not. Icasmuch, also, as, from its very name, its
duties are advisory, naturally the one entitled to
cali this Board together is the persan %vith whom
thty wcre ta, advise, not tht convecer of the
Finance Committee or Mr. J. K. Macdonald, who,
we suspect, bias failed ciearlv to apprehend in this
case what the Assembly did do in appointing him
on this committet.. If we are right in these opinions,
sbared in by many others, and if aur statements as
to what the Finance Committet and Advisory J
Finance Board have dont are correct, we f ail ta
set what injustice bias been dontc ither of these
bodies by stating the facts to, which exception is
now taken. If we are wrong it shouid be easy to
show that we are.

We are also charged with Ilconveying tht im
pression that injustice bias been dont by tht Baard
and Finance Committeet ta Dr. Warden.> We do
not for a moment doubt Mr. Macdonald wvhen lie
says that Il a meniber of tither would wvillinrgly do
him an injustice." Mec often unintentionaliy
do injustice, and whether or not injustice bias been
dont in this case, is a question on which there wîll
be a différence of opinion. Frankly, in tht circum-
stances, we think there bias. No ont wiIi at least
deny that Dr. Warden will be put to great incon-
venience, and the Church to possible loss, by bis
being prevented, as lie bias been, froni taking up
until April 3oth this work to which the Assembly
appointed him, and having in a few wveeks to pre-
pare and have in readiness for the meeting of the
General Assembly important and voluminous re- -

ports, as well as ail the other business wvhich the
agent bias ta, bring before the Assembly.

More liglit was asked for and a little bas been
given, some of it of a ktnd that wvîlI be a surprise .

ta the Churcb. Tht Church learns ln this round c

about way that Dr. Reid sent a letter ta Mr. Jef-
frey, Convener of tht Finance Committee, that hie
was communicated with by mmaus of a small comV
mnittee,and that through that committet it was made 1
known t) tht joint committee that certain state-
ments wcre being 'prepared for the Advisory ~ti
Board, wvhose existence as yet is a mat ter of doubt, - b
and that tht work of the office was being carried t
on by those whomn Dr. Reid had appointed. What
arranements have been made we are flot told. We ~It met'
thinki a pity ýand a niistake that any secrecy '

shouid be observed in this matter. In aurhumble -


