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11131 Ji in any Jauthtets of the Rrurrnation whatevez,
ipe fundamentat featurca of cbat muc'ement, as an ât-
Lempt tu reafficm ant eailLeatle Pl4nalples of equal-
aîy andi (reedugii an Ca.aaîs kmnbdom have worked
îbhcmstlVCS out full butta in thea sîîength anti theit
%ceakness, In st,%.ess 0f in Matlure it bas becn
saithîfl the j ;bc.llc.di "Refoiniet". or Calvmnistc
groaap, organoieti fieelv on the sel[ governing lines of
a vresbyterian pulaty. WcV are enîtted, theretore, to
mecasure out pat andi ta fuacost out future by the
ilght a of u xng*â ide.1l. The ideas tvhigi rte bove.
teign Headi a( the Kingdrnt bas indi%âaîcd fui us mnust
bc regulative an any htitt5t cndeavaui s t £Cuîm Has
Churi.b ut spituai sut.ieîy .îmung men. Suppose %ve
carry bac.k %vîth us the ideas nve hatc gaîlaeicd <rom
this tx. Suppose ive appIý thein tu test tbe issues
of oui Rciormnation as they lie befure nus cycs tu-
day. Shah n ie fialti asun tu Le ashamtd af ahat
oui fatherè dit - Shall bve have t.us u bc saitasfcd
lyitb taat the) J.o. 1 tlîînk neithcirte one saut the
tilhac. WVe have nu tause tu bc asbimcd on the one
iland, but t0 take thankiul note uf the soundness of
the pitntapit of ;ndJtiadualism on nhach the rien
Churches of rie Refuzînaîaon tuok thoni stand, andi
of tbose nherent rights of man to transact alone andi
foi hamself %vîh, Gotilhts Fatheai, bis Tea,.her and ibas
judge, 'an tht dcicnc uf nvhat.l oui <athertè totiet andi
b.lcd. Nemîlier on the uther hanta thcrc room lu r est
content %viti what they bave done. Frao h
onc aide un the negatiairdc that ts, of revuit
againàt rte ilse ain.t uf an authoritatia'e soLicty-
ou. fathets fruttfully apjîlied the teatibîng uf oui Lord,
on tht otites bide the posatua side of truc unity
bA.ýcd on Ir.tiCrittaa ,ylip.ithy andi Strvie-aIL as pas-
à.ble abaît lits tea.hing may Suit await a inore coin-
plcec devclopment. cJught nuL a, %vise andi sympa-

iirts.c revaCa of %vbat Guti privilcged out fathers to
attaîli an past dayà, tu suggebt vèbat fiesha duttes are
erncîiging fur tbc.î sons on these ncw tints w!itcb are
now upeni us?

As t0 the formier point.- Thank firsi hon tho-
roughly in tht àparît af oui Lord's uvn protest Rab-
bin.i %vas the Refutrmer à prutest against Cathohic-
ha.

They set uut %viLb the rtjtctiaf of the Church s
authuitîy an duLtiane. Agatnst the fathers, -. untils
and doctoîs, for whomn at was claime ias ht hey sat an
thae bcat af Christ, tvath patver infallibly tri interpret
or tlevelop lis tea.-hing, the Protestants c.laimed the
rag;ht of i àratae j udgmcnt. rbey rcsted it on these
tto ,o rel.îttd trutbs , firbi, ai the uutwarti authority
of Goti spcaking an HoIy Suîtptute , andi second, of
the éntaard alluninattun and aatgntbS af Lite bsparii,
enaling eacb faithfui enquirer ta know the truth
a.,là Saareb. Not even yet has aur theoiogy attaineti

tea a ompicte baranony of tbese ttva as trac adeqtuate
grtuad for aur certdinty an stet knowiedge of reveaicti
rti. For dotîn ta ribis day Lhese relateti factors
iat faunti ràuç.#ecsaan a ont-siadeti developament.

At te samne as aI truc that on Lhtar -combanation se-
pi-.stb ultamatciy the famous diaim of Prutebtants to
the privais: interpretaain ol the WVord uf G.od. bJut
wi..t cIsc is tbis dlaim save a republication af aur
Lcard's own words . ' Be not ye calied Rabbi ; for One
os yuur Teaçher, andi ail ye arc brethren i

Tht same holds gooti af the other principle ai the
Reformation-the Jo#ttne of justification by fa.th
a;urie. WVas or nut a vandiaation uf a sanner's ane-
daute ac.cess to the Father's grace ? Not through
pei.noe oi sa#.rament.%, oâ. prie.,tly absolution, as an-
tetriediate Lhaîînels uf grac-e, dots t.od's forgiving
faicur huler doavn %they said, int the sauts of Hi-s
c.araàly chaîdren, as though bet.v.îxt us and the face of

tosfather in htaven there %,ame same spiritual
'.papa" or" Fatiier an (aod,' wîîh whomn we have

hasàt ta deal. Nu , but cactx mnan's soiemn pravalege
oz udeaL diretty ntb the Father of spirits , ta dratn

netar alerte tbrougb personal penittence and îruth aruo
rtht Fathe:'s prcsene, ta be it@epted anti absolveti
bueciv through the mediation of the hiernai bran, andi
hàuiti lits plaa.c andi %,wea ha:, rigitb ta the spiritual
L.aahay ofi -,Ot, as nu atouer mari s debtor, but every
uther rman's etiual-a son by the grace af Goti atone.
%%'hat as chas but ta e-ho Chirists n ordis. " Cali nu
ian your father an tht eartb , for One as your Fate,
whach as in heaven ? lle marnent you pereîve that
Christ bas opencd a spiritual path for ecd of us tu
orne atone wath'Hiîmself for aur sole graund of ac-

.eptance to the anc Fathez of us aila that maoment
1cr Churcir ceases to be the autharitative dispenser af

grace, or ais ministri' a sacerdotal hicrarc.by , that mo-
ment the Cburtb as a brotherhood, andi its inibéistersi
t servants ci their braîbren for 1 esus ate.
tJnct mare the Reformers protestest agaînst earthiy

authority an any question ai canscîien-.e. In pr.vate,
no spiritual " dîrectoi " an the canressional . an public,
no binding or absolving "'buls' fromn Ruant , an
thc Church, nu canons determnnng pnints of casuis-
îry , an the btte, no supre.na.y of pontiff or king
over the action of ahrsts peopte an tlîings sat.red.
In cach Christian breast, tberef' c, a conscience troc
froam human lords an order ihat il may refcave itS

ordeasb front Christ aleone, andi obey attemr in nta ale,;-
tance ta the King of kings. For oc as essenatiai 10 re-
meinber hon i.hristaan liberty of tonsientc as the
clcar opposite tu arbaitrary self-tvaîl or thc fitense t
individual prefcrenoe. It means a conscaenue that as
frc fromn man just be%.ause at as bounti Ly Gud.
fiaving faunti an Jesus Christ a reguàitive Ilcid andi
tituide ta duty who is authortatîve anti supreie,
cach member an Christ's mystai. body must holti hit-
self an readiness ta fotIon the Master's wni, ai foun-
te: authorîties on earîb notwitbstandang. What eIse
do these nords rnean a Neither be ye "alietd mas-
ters , for ane s your Mfaster, even the Christ "

Fathers andi brethrcn, do 1 need ian a tounciil ijke
Liais 10 tell svhat servir-es to a ciization andti racla
gion were rendereti by the revindication af these
Christian pran-.iples af indivadua'a frectiom ? It as
bere ne rettuire ta reLount the splendid darîng of oui
fathers ? Hon îbey clave waîh pas5ton.tte hearts tu
these great rights ai spiritual manhoad .Han fui
thîs --acred cause they left the bancs af hoes on a
bundacti battlefields, anti the ashes ai martyrs besitte
a thousanti stakes iHave ne ta bc remandedti lat
these " faîthial cantcndangs " oi tht Reformeti
Churches for arn a' open lbie," a fret Gospel andi the
rights ai conscience, latid the foutndations of modern
inquits an science anti mcdern tibertats an '%ratec.
Or that the maost progressive portions af the warld,
bath an Europe and Ameraca, have entereti upon a
heritage that was %von by thonr sufferings .Wc are
the çhiîdren ni out fathers , let uas stand fast an tht
liberty with which Christ has madie us fvet.

Blut, may 1 venture, an conclusion, ta aradicate by a
word or tivo what romains te be dont before tht fual
ideal af jesus kîngdomn can bc realized ?

At tht outset 1 remarked wbat a bold step Jesus
tok wben, discarding as a bond of cabiestan tht pran-
tapie af humant authorîîy an religion, Ht propuseti ta
coflstrut-t a spiritual cammunity uplon prîncîples of
andavadual sel determaination. If tht Stop was a
naise ont, as ascIl as bold, then lias grounti conception
must be ont avhich contaîns constructave as weIl as
destructive formes an a bosom. IL must cumbane Ha
people as wel as laberate thtm. If st bceans by Set-
ting men apari, eacbh an tht secret ceil ofilits owvn soua
alone witb Goti, iL must endi by binding thtm ail
waîh tender anti sacret bonds int a new brotherhued.

Non, nvhat was watnessed at tht Rtfurmatian, anti
sînce, as chaefly tht negative or destructave ade uf
Chn.stsb teaching. What ne have yct to sec carrieti
an int action wili bt ais positive andi constru-ctive
side.

IL as origînally an the înterests ai Cburch unaty
that tht %so-calied, *a ca-;holic' systemra organizet
itstIL but tht unity was ai that absulete sort abacti
as, indeei, tht only anc the prinwae of a central humaft
authorîty can generate , a unity, that as tu Say, en-
forced, mnechanacal and extetrnat in tht lette: andi not
an the spirat. The first effect oi the revuit an the six-
meentit century was, ai course, ta explode thîs appar-
ent unity in tntc Cathotit. Church af tht West, avhichl,
after aIl, nas only superficial unîiormits. By giing
play for thetiait trne durîng a thousanti years ta tht
tormes ofiantiavaiuaism, st first sent Protestant front
Caîlaolîc, Christendam, andi thens an is aller issues tort
Protestantasm, aCto 5retis. IL tt su must Alcte ats
action was mosi complete-in the Refarrned, nos, Lu-
theran Chairches, in tht Frcsbytcraan, nat Anglican,
branch of tht reformeti communion. We ourbelves,
an tet multitude ai uattle Churches whlch ne represent
tu-day (dtvided, for tht nlobi part, by perîy differ-
ences, and, an some casea, by nodiffeence at ail save
tht accidents of hîstory>, are a visible wîîncss to the
disrupting, tht pulverizing cffects of tht assertion an
Christendoni of individual convictions.

Let it be confesseti in candour that this assertion
(l;ke every human movement of recuit or revoit; bas
been pusheti amang us ta an extremt , that diversi.

'aes of opinion havt been matit toi mnath, af as a
grounti of sep1ai.an , that the tendenay Lu splt on
cader se tandacate one'4. liberty tu %vîtness teoane's
prtvat vitai u crthitbas led tu f4 aeethiess andi en-
feebal.ng Jasintegratton , abat tht reàu;t lias been loss
of fraternal syaipathy and losq olmitual hetp thraugh
ste isulataun even aîicenation -ai brethren, thrnugh
the fia,tion CîCfl ravaary af denuminations.

Let ail thas bctuncedet. What thon ? ls there
net anoîberi site tu dit teabang ai out Lord respect-
ing lias k.naeduiii ash.,ch Jesrves tu bc better tcîtrnt ?
We have negaiaved, a aguiuiâ'y enuugh, thaât <aIse
union %,.tac as rcit,.beti diiuuag die subordination of
mn.ny brethren ta ane , att it ntyer lu attain a
truc union îlîroua4b the mutu. i lvic-e andi self-de-
na.ul o ai .? '%Ve limve stouai q iefuseti ta bondi Christ's
people sa a * cittliuli, " su.eîy u'i the madel ai an
,iut.itr.ti.. amirtr.al.âm , as Lîttie tu be nu adequate
cAliib.taaD oi tht cîhei adca that t1i tsprtual family.
dtflcrang an autaaî fc.tture, yeî unt ara lat anti char-

ata Pcihtaps ave have given tateti cnotgb ta out
.viod niien lie bade tas oann neiLther du-ctoi, nos father,
nor master un trat Cardti. Whounei sbaal ave tend as
vo.llng cars tu fLiai when lie .5peaks Lu us a breth-
ren," saying . 'a Ht that as greatest among you shaîl
Le yout ser vaût. Ant"' ashacti sbl chtxalî hîmsci
*ha'.1 bc humbitti, anti %vhuzurveg àh.a; humble bamn.
self sali bie esalted.'

[L nîay bc that ta tht w.dt àaveci, ut Christ s guiti.
an-e ai lMa Cburcb thruugb long maîtnriums, sepà-
rationrs ainang bretbrcn hati .uine as an anevatable
stagt on thetuoase talias deepti anti mure vital re-
union. Prob.bly tht slautmeng ci abatt <aise c-oncep-
tion uf Chiaistatn fellu assbap c.auid Le loiluavtti by a ie-
gaihcring on bettes Laneb tanly aiter an interval of ex-
aggerated Andavidualisin andi self.assertion. I venture
tu ask my fatheis an-I brth:tra if t houa for drasving
Just tagetht agaîn lias nit strj,.2 làit flot time
fui tht fortes -ifdt*sraîaîaon .a habt bvent tbtmstlves?
May naul a neav conception af Cattîolac- unity bc now
set op an the roam ai thetol1d? Ait saut many hearîs
drawn ta pray for, anti niait) faýes set ta seek, a vis-
ible oneness ainung Chrît.bLtns dia. àhaîl rest on some-
tbing deeper than ecclesiastical recon.truction ? In
.ruth, ès nut tifs veîy alliance unt evaitilc-e amongst
many of a turfa thtab Ldt 'i 0ont tbing ne may be
sure . tht basas fur any watt or endurang unaîy in tht
family cf Gati must bc quite différent (romn that an
%vlacih cathalicty bas been sought for in tht past.
Forat ni usa. rec-kon mith thuse a ghtb ai the andividual,
%aWhtth, once iftet itul thear #lac,can neye: be sur-
rentiereti more. What, thoen, as tht probtemt befare
tht great Chua..h of tht fuature ai vut tbis - to be trut
ta liberty, yet truc ta fraternaty avith tht saie
brteati. ? Ta gain -o optiatbt unity ntircut subordi-
natang legatimate rîghtas, anti breathe tht Spirit ai
onit Father'à lubt tiougiaout a babt sympathetic broi.
thaerbuati of tht fret anti equal sons ai Gati? To be
as comporehensive as ià vuuht ta be, raut a mere rally
ai Presbytera'ans onal), %uc.h a reuniun af tht future
w 'I haîve to real.ze a deeper agreement an tant anti
in aime amîti fiankly acýknuwltdged tîvcrgenicats ai aIt
suis, Luth in creeti anti situai, bath in rraethats and
in polily. Godas people wilI probably have tai satisfy
themselves hercaiter with an organîc or vital co-ope-
rataon tif many maembers for the comman endis ai
tht àpiliual botiy of Chist, anti citber abandon or
relegat ta an indefinite future that adtnnstraîavt onc-
ness, on a large ýcaIe, for %,hich s0 many fervent
aîishcs haie been breatheti in în.Everi so tht pro-
blenk is boa d*gffic-ult for aur preent means ta salve it.
Yt àt musi be soalveti ;i tht Chrisî's adeal is ta be
reacheti. Anti it may be , fur tht equality of Chris-
tian brethrcn ib flot intiepentience ai onc another,
lit tht <aise ega'ic af Socialasm. Rather it raeans
tht sîrktest dtpenJence of eac.h upon tht well-bting
and tht services of.1 tht rest. Therciore, îî aiaps
tvth;n ît a formaGte princîple nvhich wîlI yet ýone
thanks, prcvc slrong enough ta work some sort
of autaarti as weil as inwarid cànty through love, anti
tht elfs.i' anti Self subordination %nhach love in-
spires. Wher. eaca mnan is seveialIy taughî ai tht
Spirit, anti tht Father's loare bas filleti cach heart, anti
the avili. of Christ ta tht rule ai ail, then wîlî no brother
seek ta tard à ave: thre belief, tht nvorship, or tht aire-
dience ai another ; but evcry man shaîl serve the
brotherhooti in voluantary seif-surrender, ttat thre Lord
atone may be exalîtid in that day. Theri shahl thre
Unîversal Church bc une, an the only sense an which
Christ woulti have i soa-s a united brotherhood Lit
love ai tht equal anti tht lie
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